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UNIT-I
NATIONAL MOVEMENT-POST FIRST WORLD WAR SCENARIO
After the First World War the Indian National Movement entered into a new
phase.With the emergence of Gandhi,the element of mass mobilisation was
introduced.Till the coming of independence three major mass movements were
launched;Non-Cooperation (1920-22),Civil disobedience (1930-34) and Quit
India(1942).Besides these mass movements the revolutionary movement, peasants
and working class movements and state people's movements also played a vital role
in the struggle for freedom.In this period sufficient emphasis was laid on the socioeconomic content of Swaraj.The Communist Party of India and the Socialist groups
within the Congress pointed out towards economic emancipation of the masses
along with the importance of the struggle for independence
Impact of First World War on the National Movement.
The First World War (1914-1918) had a great impact on the National Movement in
India:
a) Resentment among the Indians:
The British government declared India as an ally and a belligerent. Indian people
and resources were used in this war.It created great resentment among the Indians
especially when they were not even consulted before joining the war.
b) Anguish among the Muslims:
The British were fighting against the Turkish Empire which was ruled by the
Caliph (Khalifa).The Muslims had great respect for the Caliph.The Indian Muslims
joined the Caliphate (Khilafat) Movement for the defence of Turkey against the
British.
c) Peasant's unrest:
During the war, the peasant's unrest also grew. These movements helped prepare
the ground for mass movement.
d) Home Rule Movement:
Annie Besant joined the Congress in 1914. In 1916 she along with Bal Gangadhar
Tilak started the Home Rule Movement. The Home Rule League demanded selfgovernment to the Indians.
e) The Lucknow Pact (1916):
In 1916, at the Lucknow Session, the 'moderates' and the 'extremists' were
united.Besides; a pact was made between the Congress and the Muslim League to
work unitedly for their demands of greater share and power for Indians in the
Executive Council and election of members of the Legislative Councils.
f) Emergence of Gandhiji:
Gandhiji emerged as the leader of the nationalist movement in India during the
First World War.
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Rowlatt Act
In the year 1919, the British Government passed a new rule called Rowlatt Act,
under which the Government had the authority and power to arrest people and keep
them in prisons without any trial if they are suspected with the charge of
terrorism.The government also earned the power to refrain the newspapers from
reporting and printing news.The Act was ill famed as `Black Act` by the people and
Indians revolt in protest against the Rowlatt Act.
The positive aspect of reform by British Government was subjected to severe
sabotage by the Rowlatt act of 1919.The act was named after the recommendations
made in the previous year to the Imperial Legislative Council by the Rowlatt
Commission.The Rowlatt Commission was appointed to investigate the `seditious
conspiracy` of the Indian people.The Law passed empowered the Viceroy
Government with extraordinary power to stop all violations by silencing the press,
confining political activists without trial and arresting any individual suspected of
sedition and treachery and arresting individuals without any warrant.A nationwide
protest was raised by calling a Hartal.
Mahatma Gandhi was extremely agitated by enactment of Rowlatt Act.He was
extremely critical about the act and argued that everyone cannot be punished for
isolated political crime.The Act resulted in extensive outrage of political leaders as
well as the common public and Government adapted more repressive measures to
dominate the Native people.Gandhi and other leaders of national Congress found it
futile to take the measure of constitutional opposition and thereby called a `hartal`
where Indians suspended all the business and fasted to show their hatred for the
British legislation.
However, the success of the Hartal in Delhi was dominated as the tension raise
high and resulted in riot in Punjab and other provinces.Gandhi found that Indians
were not ready yet for the protest in the path of `Ahimsa` (non-violence), which was
integral part of Satyagraha and the Hartal, was suspended.
The agitation reached the pinnacle in Amritsar of Punjab.The Rowlatt act was
effective from 10th March, 1919. In Punjab the protest movement was vast and
strong.On 10th April, two renowned leaders of the Congress, Dr. Satya Pal and Dr.
Saifuddin Kithlew were arrested and were taken to unknown place.A public meeting
was held on 13th April at Jallianwala Bagh in a small park enclosed by buildings on
all sides to protest against the arrest.
The meeting was absolutely peaceful and was also attended by women and
children.Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer with his British troops entered the park,
closed the entrance of the park and commanded his army to fire on the gathered
people without any warning.The firing lasted for ten minutes and sixteen hundred
rounds, killing about thousand people and more than two thousand people were left
wounded and unattended.This massacre of Jaliwanwalabagh was the worst
incidence of British rule and people lost their trust on British Government.
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MAHATMA GANDHI
The role of Mahatma Gandhi in Indian Freedom Struggle is considered the most
significant as he single-handedly spearheaded the movement for Indian
independence.The peaceful and non-violent techniques of Mahatma Gandhi formed
the basis of freedom struggle against the British yoke. Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi was born on 2nd October 1869. After he came back to India from South
Africa, where he worked as a barrister, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, who led the
Congress party, introduced Mahatma Gandhi to the concerns in India and the
struggle of the people.The Indian independence movement came to a head between
the years 1918 and 1922.A series of non-violence campaigns of Civil Disobedience
Movement were launched by the Indian National Congress under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi.The focus was to weaken the British government through non
cooperation.The protests were mainly against abolition of salt tax, land revenue,
reducing military expenses etc.
Champaran and Kheda Agitations.
The Kheda Satyagraha and Champaran agitation in 1918 was one of Gandhi`s first
significant steps to achieve Indian independence. Mahatma Gandhi went to
Champaran (Bihar) in 1917 at the request of the poor peasants to enquire about the
situation as they were compelled by British indigo planters to grow indigo on 15% of
their land and part with the whole crop for rent. In the sufferings of a devastating
famine, the British levied an oppressive tax which they insisted on increasing. At the
same time, Kheda in Gujarat was also experiencing the same problem.Hence,
Mahatma Gandhi started reforming the villages, building of schools, clean-up of
villages, construction of hospitals and encouraging the village leadership to
denounce many social tribulations. The British police arrested him on the charge of
creating unrest.
However, the impact of reformation changed after this act and hundreds of people
protested and rallied outside the police stations and courts.They demanded his
release, which the court unwillingly granted.Gandhi led planned protests against all
the landlords, who were exploiting the poor farmers.Finally Mahatma Gandhi
became successful in forcing the British to agree with his demands of reforming the
farmers. During this agitation people addressed Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi as
Bapu. Rabindranath Tagore accorded Mahatma (Great Soul) title to Gandhi in the
year 1920.
Non Cooperation Movement.
The Gandhi Era in the Indian Freedom Struggle took place with the Non
Cooperation Movement.This movement was led by Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian
National Congress.This was the first-ever series of nationwide movement of nonviolent resistance.The movement took place from September 1920 until February
1922.In the fight against injustice, Gandhi`s weapons were non-cooperation and
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peaceful resistance. But after the massacre and related violence, Gandhi focused his
mind upon obtaining complete self-government.This soon transformed into Swaraj or
complete political independence.Thus, under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, the
Congress Party was re-organised with a new constitution, with the aim of Swaraj.
Mahatma Gandhi further extended his non-violence policy to include the Swadeshi
Policy, which meant the rejection of foreign-made goods.
Mahatma Gandhi addressed all the Indians to wear Khadi (homespun cloth)
instead of British-made textiles. He strongly appealed to all Indians to spend some
time spinning khadi for supporting the independence movement of India.This was a
policy to include women in the movement, as this was not considered a respectable
activity.Moreover; Gandhi also urged to boycott the British educational institutions,
to resign from government jobs, and to leave British titles.
Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore resigned the title knight from the British soon
after the Jalianwalabagh Massacre as a protest.When the movement reached great
success, it ended unexpectedly after the violent clash in Chauri Chaura, Uttar
Pradesh. Following this, Mahatma Gandhi was also arrested and sentenced to 6
years imprisonment. Indian National Congress was divided into two segments.
Furthermore, support among the Hindu and Muslim people was also breaking
down.However; Mahatma Gandhi only served around 2 years and was released.

Dandi March.
Mahatma Gandhi returned to the forefront again in 1928. On March 12, 1930
Gandhi launched a new Satyagraha against the tax on salt.He started the historic
Dandi March, by walking from Ahmedabad to Dandi, to break the law that had
deprived the poor of his right to make his own salt. Gandhi broke the Salt law at the
sea beach at Dandi.This movement stimulated the entire nation and it came to be
known as Civil Disobedience Movement.On 8th May, 1933, he started a 21-day fast
of self-purification in order to help the Harijan movement.

Quit India Movement
Mahatma Gandhi again became active in the political arena after the outburst of
World War II in 1939. On August 8, 1942 Gandhi gave the call for Quit India
Movement or Bharat Chhodo Andolan. Soon after the arrest of Gandhi, disorders
broke out immediately through out the country and many violent demonstrations
took place.Quit India became the most powerful movement in the freedom struggle.
Thousands of freedom fighters were killed or injured by police gunfire, and hundreds
of thousands were arrested. He called on all Congressmen and Indians to maintain
discipline via non violence and Karo Ya Maro (Do or Die) in order to achieve ultimate
freedom.
On 9th of August, 1942, Mahatma Gandhi and the entire Congress Working
Committee were arrested in Mumbai. In view of his deteriorating health, he was
released from the jail in May 1944 because the British did not want him to die in
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prison and enrage the nation. The cruel restraint of the Quit India movement
brought order to India by the end of 1943 although the movement had modest
success in its aim.After the British gave clear signs of transferring power to the
Indians, Gandhi called off the fight and all the prisoners were released.

Partition and Indian Independence.
In 1946, upon persuasion of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Mahatma Gandhi
reluctantly accepted the proposal of partition and independence offered by the
British cabinet, in order to evade a civil war.After independence, Gandhi`s focus
shifted to peace and communal harmony.He fasted for abolition of communal
violence and demanded that the Partition Council compensated Pakistan.His
demands were fulfilled and he broke his fast. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was,
thus, able to bring the whole nation under one umbrella to fight the British.Gandhi
developed and improved his techniques gradually to assure that his efforts made
significant impact.

Khilafat Movement
During the First World War, Turkey joined the central powers against Britain. The
symapathy of Indian Muslims, who regarded the Sultan of Turkey as their spiritual
leader or Khalifa, was naturally with Turkey. After the war with defeat of Turkey, the
Allied powers removed the Khalifa from power in Turkey which aggrieved the Indian
Muslims against the British Government.Hence the Muslims started the Khilafat
movement in India for the resumption of Khalifa's position.A Khilafat Committee was
formed under the leadership of Mahammad Ali, Shaukat Ali, Maulana Azad and
Hasrat Mohini to organise a country-wide agitation.
The main object of Khilafat Movement was to force the British Government to
change its attitude towards Turkey and to restore the Sultan. October 17, 1919 was
observed as Khilafat Day, when the Hindus alongwith Muslims in fasting observed
hartal on that day. An All India Khilafat Conference was held at Delhi on November
23, 1919 with Gandhi as its president.The Conference resolved to withdraw all
cooperation from the Government, if the Khalifat demands were not met. Congress
leaders, like Lokamanya Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi, viewed the Khalifat Movement
as an opportunity to bring about Hindu-Muslim unity against British. A joint HinduMuslim deputation met the Viceroy on the Khalifat issue, but it failed to yeild any
result.The central Khalifat Commettee met at Allahabad from 1st to 3rd June, 1920
which was attended by a number of congress leaders.
In this meeting a programme of Non-Cooperation towards the Government was
declared. It was to include boycott of titles, can oferred by the Government, boycott
of civil services, army and police and non-payment of taxes to the Government.
Gandhi insisted that unless the Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were undone, there was
to be non-cooperation with the Government.
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Malabar Rebellion
The non - co - operation movement was in full swing during this period of time.It
was particularly strong in Malabar, where the Moppilas were agitated over the
Khilafat issue.The Gandhian movement had a tremendous impact in Kerala, with
large numbers joining the satyagrapha campaign.Gandhiji visited Malabar in 1921,
giving a further impetus to the movement.Khilafat Committees sprang up in large
numbers and the fraternity between the Hindus and Muslims, through the work in
Congress-Khilafat Committees, was a truly remarkable feature of the non-cooperation movement in Kerala, in its early stages.The speed with which the Khilafat
agitation spread, especially in the Eranad and Valluvanad taluks, created alarm in
official circles.A perplexed officialdom clamped down prohibitory orders in the two
taluks.
Meetings were banned and many people were arrested in the name of law and
order.A tragic episode then ensued, namely the Moppila Rebellion or the Malabar
Rebellion of 1921.Police attempted to arrest the secretary of the Khilafat Committee
of Pokottur in Eranad on a charge of having stolen a pistol.A crowd of 2000 Moppilas
from the neighbourhood foiled the attempt.The next day, a police party in search of
Khilafat rebels entered the famous Mambaram mosque at Tirurangadi.They seized
some records and arrested a few Khilafat volunteers.A rumour spread that the
mosque was desecrated.Hundreds of rustic Moppilas converged on Tirurangadi and
besieged the local police station.
The police opened fire.The mob reacted in a mad fury.Violence spread and
engulfed Eranad and Valluvanad taluks and neighbouring areas for over two
months.Congress leaders tried in vain to check the violence.Towards the later stages
of the rebellion, owing to unfounded rumour of Hindus having helped the police or
sought police help, there were instances of atrocities perpetrated on Hindus.This
marred the relations between the two communities. Meanwhile British and Gurkha
regiments were rushed to the area.Martial law was clamped.A series of repressive
measures followed and by November, the rebellion was practically crushed.Relief
operations in the ravaged areas, undertaken mostly by voluntary agencies which
received help and funds from Gandhiji, lasted for over six months.

Wagon Tragedy.
The epilogue (in the sense that it came to be known only later) was the "Wagon
Tragedy" in which 61 of the 70 Moppila prisoners packed in a closed railway goods
wagon and carried to Coimbatore jails, died of suffocation on November 10, 1921.In
the wake of the suppression of the Malabar Rebellion and until almost the end of the
decade, struggle purely for political freedom was on a low key.
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Non-Cooperation Movement
Non-Cooperation was a movement of passive resistance against British rule, which
was initiated by Mahatma Gandhi.To resist the dominance of the British
Government and advance the Indian nationalist cause, the non-cooperation
movement was a non-violent movement that prevailed nationwide by Indian National
Congress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.This movement took place from
September 1920 to February 1922 and initiated Gandhi era in the Independence
Movement of India.
The Rowlatt Act, Jaliwanwala Bagh massacre and Martial Law in Punjab caused
the native people not to trust the British Government anymore.The MontaguChelmesford Report with its diarchy could satisfy a few only.Until then Gandhi
believed the justice and fair-play of the British Government, but after this incidences
he felt that Non-cooperation with the Government in a non-violent way must be
started.In the meantime the Muslims in India also revolted against the harsh terms
of the Treaty of severes between Allies and Turkey and they started Khilafat
movement.Gandhi also decided to stand beside them.Gandhiji`s idea of winning over
Muslim support also helped in Non-Cooperation Movement of India.
Gandhi had given a notice to the Viceroy in his letter of 22nd June in which he had
affirmed the right recognized `from time immemorial of the subject to refuse to assist
a ruler who misrules`.After the notice had expired the Non-Cooperation movement
was launched formally on 1st August of 1920. At the Calcutta Session on
September, 1920 the program of the movement was stated.
The programs of Non-cooperation involved the surrender of titles and offices and
resignation from the nominated posts in the government body.It included not
attending Government duties,Durbars and other functions, withdrawing children
from government schools and colleges and establishment of national schools and
colleges.The people of India were instructed to boycott the British courts and
establish the private judicial courts.The Indians should use Swadeshi cloth and
boycott the foreign clothes and other things.Gandhiji strictly advised the NonCooperators to observe truth and non-violence.
The decision taken in Calcutta Session was supported in the Nagpur Session of the
Congress on December; 1920.The decision was also taken for the betterment of the
party organization.Any adult man or woman could take Congress membership for 4
annas as subscription.This adoption of new rules gave a new energy to the NonCooperation movement and from January of 1921 the movement gained a new
momentum. Gandhi along with Ali Brothers went to a nationwide tour during which
he addressed the Indians in hundreds of meetings.
In the first month of the movement, about nine thousand students left schools and
colleges and joined the national institutions.During this period about eight hundred
national institutions were established all over the country. The educational boycott
Modern Indian History (Course II)
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was most successful in Bengal under the leadership of Chitta Ranjan Das and
Subhas Chandra Bose. In Punjab also the educational boycott was extensive under
the leadership of Lala Lajpat Rai.The other active areas were Bombay, Bihar, Orissa,
Assam, Uttar Pradesh.The movement also affected Madras.
The boycott of lawcorts by the lawyears was not as successful as the educational
boycott was. The leading lawyers like, Motilal Nehru, CR Das, Mr Jayakar, V Patel,
Asaf Ali Khan, S Kitchlew and many others gave up their lucrative practices and
many followed their path inspired by their sacrifice. Bengal again led in this matter
and Andhra, UP, Karnataka and Punjab followed the state.However the most
successful item of the Non-Cooperation was the boycott of foreign clothes. It took
such an extensive form that value of import of the foreign clothes reduced from
hundred and two crores in 1920-21 to fifty-seven crores in 1921-22. Although some
of the veteran political leaders like the Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Annie Besant opposed Gandhiji`s plan but the younger
generation supported him fully. Muslim leaders like Maulana Azad, Mukhtar Ahmed
Ansari, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Abbas Tyabji, Maulana Mohammad Ali and Maulana
Shaukat Ali also supported him.
In the month of July 1921, the Government had to face a new challenge.
Mohammad Ali and other leaders believed that it was `religiously unlawful for the
Muslims to continue in the British army` and they were arrested for their view.
Gandhi and other Congress leaders supported Mahammad Ali and issued a
manifesto.The next dramatic event was visit of Prince of Wales on 17th November,
1921. The day on which Prince boarded on Bombay Port the day was observed as a
`Hartal Divas` all over India. The Prince was greeted with empty streets and closed
shops wherever he went.
The Non-Cooperators gained more and more energy at their success and became
more aggressive.The congress volunteer corps turned into a powerful parallel
police.They used to march in formation and dressed in uniform.Congress had
already granted permission to the Provincial Congress Committees to sanction total
disobedience including non-payment of taxes.The Non-Co operational movement had
other effects also which are not very direct. In UP it became difficult to distinguish
between a Non-Co operational meeting and a peasant meeting. In Malabar and
Kerala the Muslim tenants roused against their landlords. In Assam the labors of
tea-plantation went with strike.In Punjab the Akali Movement was considered as a
part of Non-Cooperation movement.
The Non-Cooperation movement particularly strengthened in Bengal.The
movement was not only seen in Kolkata but it also agitated the rural Bengal and an
elemental awakening was observed.The movement reached a climax after the
Gurkha assault on coolies on the river port of Chandpur (20-21st May).The whole
Eastern Bengal was under the lash of the movement under the leadership of JM
Sengupta.The other example was the Anti-Union Board agitation in Midnapur led by
Birendranath Sashmal.
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As the Non-Cooperation movement proceeded the woman of India, especially from
Bengal wanted to take active part in the protest movement.The women nationalists
were assembled under the Mahila Karma Samaj or the Ladies organization Board of
the Pradesh Congress Committee of Bengal.The ladies members of that organization
arranged meeting and circularized the spirit of Non-Cooperation.Women volunteers
were enlisted to take part in the movement.The ladies from many respected families
led them.CR Das`s wife Basanti Devi and sister Urmila Devi, JM Sengupta`s wife
Nellie Sengupta, Mohini Devi, Labanya Prabha Chanda played significant role in this
movement.Picketing of foreign wine and cloth shops and selling of Khaddar in the
streets were the point of attention of this movement.
The Government proclaimed Sections 108 and 144 of the code of criminal
procedure at various centers of agitation. The Congress Volunteer Corpse was
declared illegal.By December 1921 More than thirty thousand people were arrested
from all over the India. Except Gandhiji, most of the prominent leaders were inside
jail. In mid-December Malaviya initiated a negotiation, which was futile.The
conditions were like that it offered sacrifice of Khilafat leaders, which Gandhiji could
never accept.
At that time Gandhiji was also under a pressure from the higher leaders of
Congress to start the mass civil disobedience. Gandhiji gave an ultimatum to the
Government but the British Government paid no attention to it.In response,
Gandhiji initiated a civil disobedience movement in Bardoli Taluqa of Surat district
of Gujrat.Unfortunately at this time the tragedy of Chauri Chaura occurred that
change the course of the movement, where a mob of three thousand people killed
twenty-five policemen and one inspector.Gandhi was in support of complete nonviolence and this incident was too much for him to bear. He ordered to suspend the
movement at once. Thus, on February 12th, 1922 the Non-Cooperation movement
totally stopped.
There were limitations in achievements of Non-Cooperation Movement as it
apparently failed to achieve its object of securing the Khilafat and changing the
misdeeds of Punjab. The Swaraj could not be achieved in a year as it was promised.
The retreat of the February 1922 was only temporary.The movement slowed down
gradually. The part of Battle was over but the war continued.

Swaraj Party
Swaraj Party was established to fight the mighty force of British head-on. Mahatma
Gandhi was released from jail in 1924.He and his close followers, such as
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari and Rajendra Prasad, occupied themselves with the
constructive programme, such as hand-spinning on the charkha, uplift of the
harijans or members of the depressed class. But not all the congressmen were
willing to abandon political action. In 1922 a group had formed around Motilal
Nehru and C. R. Das that wished to enter the government`s legislative councils and
wreck them front within.They were opposed by the `no-changers` who insisted that
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the 1920 programme, which called for the boycott of council elections, should not be
altered. At the Gaya congress in December 1922, matters came to a head. The `nochangers` prevailed, but early the next year the `pro-changers` formed their own
party.This party was at first known as the congress-Khilafat Swaraj Party and later
simply the swarajya or swaraj party.
The new councils were inaugurated in 1921.The non-congress parties which had
entered them had not been successful in influencing government policy. And
eventually diarchy proved to be a failure. Provincial minister could not act effectively
even in `transferred` subjects because the new safeguards made the governors more
autocratic even than before. Only the Montford reform showed that the British were
still unwilling to grant responsible government.
Chittaranjan Das and Motilal Nehru decided that the way to combat this situation
was to enter the provincial legislative councils. Central legislative assembly carries
out a policy of uniform, continuous and consistent obstruction, with a view to make
government through the assembly and councils impossible would force the British to
grant real reforms. In a special session of congress held in Delhi in September 1923,
a compromise between no-changers and pro-changers was reached. The former
would continue with the constructive programme, whereas the latter could contest
the upcoming elections. Gandhiji gave his blessings to this arrangement.
Although they had little time for campaigning, the swarajists did well in the
elections.They became the largest party in the central assembly and the dominant
party in two provinces. For the next few years swarajist politicians obstructed official
business in the assembly and the councils as well. But there were positive gains too.
In 1925 the swarajist leader Vithalbhai Patel was elected president of the central
legislative assembly. C. R. Das, who had refused to form a ministry in Bengal, was
elected mayor of Calcutta (now Kolkata). In this position `Deshbandhu` did much
valuable service for his countrymen.
The tragic death of C. R. Das in 1925 removed a great patriot from the scene at a
critical moment.The Swaraj Party, which had already begun to break up,
disintegrated quickly.As usual, the people of discord were religion.Communalminded Muslims isolated themselves, while the so-called social activist began to cooperate with the government with a desire to safeguard Hindu interests.By March
end the swarajists day in the sun had ended.Block in their attempt to effect change;
they walked out of the legislative assembly.It has become a history in and out of
India.
MONTAGUE- CHELMSFORD REFORMS (Act of 1919)
The Home Rule movement and the rise of revolutionary terrorism mainly led the
British authority to pacify the rising tide in India. Chelmsford, the Viceroy of India
and Montague; the Secretary of Indian Council submitted a proposal in 1918 to the
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British Parliament. As a result, the Act of 1919 was passed.Accordingly; the number
of members of the Council of the Secretary of State (Indian Council) was fixed at 12.
Among them 3 were to be Indians and half of its total members were to be chosen
from among those who must have resided in India at least for ten years. It limited
the powers of the Secretary of States.The Viceroy was empowered to nominate as
many members to his Executive Council as· he wished. The Councilors were
nominated for five years.
The Central Legislature consisted of the Council of States and Legislative
Assembly.The Upper House or Council of States consisted of 60 members. Among
them 33 were to be elected and 27 were to be nominated by the Viceroy.Each
province in India was allotted a fixed number of representatives to represent in the
Council of States for 5 years.The Legislature Assembly or the Lower House consisted
of 144 members out of which 103 were to be elected and the rest of the members
were to be nominated.The life of the Legislative Assembly was for 3 years.The
franchise of both the Houses was restricted which differed in different provinces.The
Viceroy was empowered to summon, prorogue and dissolve the Chambers. The first
Speaker was to be nominated by the Viceroy and after that the speakers would be
elected.
The provincial Legislature consisted of only one House known as the Legislative
Council. The number increased now what was a beforehand.The power of the
Councils also increased a little. However, the Viceroy had control over the
Councils.The communal electorate system was further enhanced. It created
provision for 'separate electorates for Sikhs, Anglo-Indians, Christians and
Europeans.
The Act of 1919 introduced Diarchy in the provinces. Accordingly, the Rights of the
Central and Provincial Governments were divided in clear-cut terms.The central list
included rights over defence, foreign affairs, telegraphs, railways, postal and foreign
trade. The provincial list dealt with the affairs like health, sanitation, education,
public work, irrigation, jail, police and justice.The powers which were not included
in the state list vested in the hands of the Centre.In case of any conflict between the
'reserved' and 'unreserved' powers of the State (the former included finance, police,
revenue and publication of books and the latter included health, sanitation and
local-self government).The Governor had its final say.The Diarchy was introduced in
1921 in Bengal, Madras, Bombay, U.P., M.P., Punjab, Bihar, Orissa and Assam. In
1932, it was extended to the North-West Frontier Province.
No doubt, the Act of 1919 reformed some of the maladies of the Morley-Minot
Reforms of 1909, and introduced .Diarchy. Still it was not free from short- comings.
Limited franchise, no clear-cut division of powers between the Centre and the States,
Viceroy's authority over every matter etc. were some of the defects of the Act of 19.19
which brought dissatisfaction among the Indians.
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Simon Commission
The Indian Statutory Commission was a group of seven British Members of
Parliament that had been dispatched to India in 1927 to study constitutional
reform.The Commission was named Simon Commission, following the name of the
chairperson of the Commission Sir John Simon. The Government of India Act 1919
had introduced the system of dyarchy to govern the provinces of British
India.However, the Indian public demanded for revision of the difficult dyarchy form
of government. Moreover the Government of India Act 1919 itself stated that a
commission would be appointed after ten years to investigate the progress of the
governance scheme and suggest new steps for reform.In the late 1920, the
Conservative government, which was in power in Britain feared imminent electoral
defeat at the hands of the Labour Party. They also feared the effects of the
consequent transference of control of India to such an inexperienced body. Hence, in
November of 1927, Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin appointed seven MPs (including
Chairman Simon) to constitute the commission.
The Simon Commission of 1919 was entrusted with the charge to look into the
state of Indian constitutional affairs.The growth of the education and the
development of the representative institution in British India were the significant
responsibilities vested with the Simon commission.The Simon commission was to
give report as to whether or what extent the principle of responsible government
could be established in India.The Simon commission was also asked to enquire the
fact that how far it was desirable to establish Second Chambers of the local
legislature. During the enquiry, the Simon commissions did snot however taken into
accounts the relation of the British Government with the Indian states and found
the British Government extremely constitutional.
The Simon Commission created extreme dissatisfaction throughout the whole
India. This was so because no Indian Members were included in the Commission.
The Simon Commission was an all-White Composition. Lords Birkenhead justified
the exclusion of the Indians members from the Simon Commission. He opined that
since the Commission was composed by the Parliament, it was necessary that the
members of the Commission should be from the parliament.
The Simon Commission created enough disaffection allovers the country and
everywhere it was hailed with black flags.A general hartal was observed throughout
the Country on the day the commission landed in India. In such circumstance, the
Central Assembly was invited to form a joint Committee to co-operate with the
commission. But however it refused to do so. As a whole, Simon Commission in
India was a complete failure.
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Working Class Movement and the Formation of AITUC
The trade union movement in India forms a study of the working class, their
demands, response of their owners and redressal measures of the government. In
spite of the drain of wealth from India and British apathetic attitude, the factories
grew on this soil.The cotton mills in Bombay, the jute mills and tea industry grew
up.The poor Indian mass got employment in these factories as workers.Low wages,
long working hours, unhygienic conditions, exploitation at the hands of native and
foreign capitalists made their condition more miserable.The first Factory Act of 1881
and the Acts of 1891, 1909, 1911 etc. could not end the plights of the working class
people.
The Russian Revolution of 1917 exerted tremendous influence over the working
class people of the world. By the efforts of the leaders like N.M. Joshi, Lala Lajpat
Rai and Joseph, the All-India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) was established in
1920.Nationalist leaders like C.R. Das and V. V. Giri also joined their hands with
this union. With the emergence of socialistic and communist ideas, the left wing
within the Indian National Congress became active and leaders like Subhas Chandra
Bose and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru also presided over the sessions of AITUC.
With the recognition of the trade unions by the Trade Union Act of 1926, the trade
union movements in India gained momentum.The fourth Congress of the
Communist International sent a message to the AITUC to overthrow capitalism and
imperialism. The left wing within the AITUC also became very active.The
revolutionary of Muscovite group wanted to affiliate the AITUC with the Red Labour
Union framed at Moscow.In the power struggle, the liberal leader N.M. Joshi left the
AITUC and formed another organisation named' Indian Trade Union Federation.
Under the Leftist direction, the AITUC launched vigorous programmes against the
capitalist class. It foreshadowed a socialist State in India with socialisation and
nationalisation of the means of production. It organised meetings for protecting the
freedom of speech, association, participation in national struggle etc.The Communist
Party also flared up the flame. Though the government passed several Acts to satisfy
the workers, still they carried on their programmes of strike and protest.The trade
union activities were so rampant that in 1928 Viceroy Lord Irwin arrested the
prominent leaders and brought them to Meerut for trial. After trial, S.A. Dange,
Muzaffar Ahmed, Joglekar, Spratt etc. were given transportation or rigorous
imprisonment.It aroused worldwide sympathy for the union leaders. However, it
hurled a terrible blow on the trade union activities in India. Now the Leftists and
Rightists joined their hands and defended the case.
During the Non-Cooperation Movement, the British Government suppressed the
trade union leaders with iron hand.The Socialist Party formed in 1934 wanted to
cement coherence between the moderate and the radical trade unions.During the
popular governments between 1937-1938 the trade unions increased to 296. During
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Quit India Movement, the Trade Union Movement went on as usual.The nationalist
leaders failed to capture the AITUC but the Communists had their hold over it. After
independence, the trade unions are performing their rule as usual.
REVOLUTIONARY TERRORISTS
BHAGAT SINGH
The name Bhagat Singh has become a synonym of revolution. He was one of the
great revolutionaries who made supreme sacrifice for the nation. Thousands of
young people sacrificed their lives in the altar of India's liberation struggle but the
name Bhagat Singh has a special place in the history of our independence.No other
young revolutionary of India got much empathy in the minds of the people of India
like Bhagat Singh. Still he is an inspiration source for the patriotic people of our
motherland. It is important today to study the contributions of Bhagat Singh and his
comrades when our country is again falling under the grip of imperialism and its
designs.Unfortunately Bhagat Singh did not have much place in the history
textbooks. There was a concerted effort to underestimate the contributions of
revolutionaries who sacrificed everything for the liberation of our motherland.
Bhagat Singh came from a family of patriots and freedom fighters. His uncle, Ajit
Singh was a pioneer in opposing the Colonization Act 1905 and had to remain in
exile till the country gained independence. His father also was an active participant
in the struggle for the liberation of the country from the colonial rule. While as a
student Bhagat Singh came under the influence of the revolutionaries.The October
revolution led by Lenin attracted Bhagat Singh and he started to collect and read the
literatures about socialism and socialist revolution.The years of the twenties in
general and those of 1928-30 in particular were of great significant in the history of
India's freedom struggle.
Due to the failure of first non-cooperation movement, the revolutionaries of that
period were frustrated and started to think about some alternative action plan.The
formation of the Hindustan Republican Association, the Hindustan Socialist
Republican Army and the Naujawan Bharat sabha (All India Youth League) all
happened during this period. Bhagat Singh and his comrades were imbued with the
ideas of revolution and socialism. The manifesto of HRA says “The immediate object
of the revolutionary party in the domain of politics is to establish a federal republic
of the United States of India by an organized and armed revolution.The basic
principle of this republic shall be universal suffrage and the abolition of all system,
which makes the exploitation of man by man possible. In this republic the electors
shall have the right to recall their representatives if so desired, otherwise the
democracy shall be a mockery”.India could not think about such ideas even after
sixty years of independence!
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The protest against the visit of Simon Commission turned into violence. Lala
Lajpath rai died due to police lathicharge.The country witnessed unprecedented
protest rallies.Bhagat Singh and his associates threw bombs in Central Assembly.A
few days' later bombs exploded in the Central Assembly they were arrested.The trial
began in 1929 July.The farcical trial ended in October 1930 awarded death sentence
to Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev.The charge was conspiracy to overthrow the
British rule and murder of a British official. They accepted the verdict with raising
slogans.A few days before the execution Bhagat Singh wrote a letter to the British
authorities demanding that as he and his two condemned comrades were prisoners
of war, they should not be hanged but that the sentence should be executed by a
firing squad of the British army.This was the unconquerable spirit and stuff of which
Bhagat Singh was made.
The conduct of Bhagat Singh and his comrades during their historic trial at Lahore
created new precedents of revolutionary behaviour.They were making use of the
British courts as a forum to address the people, broadcast their revolutionary views
and ideology.This was something different from the nationalist tradition set by
Mahatma Gandhi. They appeared everyday in the nationalist press and every activity
of theirs was watched by lakhs of people.Their revolutionary declarations were also
denied publicly but this did not restrain them. Intent upon every aspect of British
Court, justice and jail administration, they fought against every humiliating
restriction, every discriminatory rule and demanded proper status for freedom
fighters in jail. They refused to be treated as common criminals and demanded
treatment in consonance with dignity and prestige of the freedom struggle. During
the trial days Bhagat Singh and his comrades were asked to refrain from raising
revolutionary slogans in the court.But they continued to shout 'Inqilab Zindabad'.
They were beaten and handcuffed in the court; they were assaulted with lathis till
they bled profusely and fell unconscious. Bhagat Singh and his comrades succeeded
in completely exposing the anti-Indian and arbitrary character of British justice in
India and the barbarities of the British Indian jails.This was the aim of their fight for
which they prepared to undergo all the tortures.They turned their trial into a public
trial of the British government.
In a joint statement before the trial court, Bhagat Singh and Batukeswar Dutt
explained why they threw the bombs in the Central Assembly. They said their
purpose was not to harm anyone but to expose the dependent character of the
Legislative assembly which was being paraded by the British as a Parliament create
the belief that India was being democratically governed.The statement further says'A
radical change, therefore, is necessary and it is the duty of those who realize this to
reorganize society on a socialistic basis. Unless this thing is done and exploitation of
man by man and nation by nations is brought to an end, sufferings and carnage
with which humanity is threatened cannot be prevented. All talk of ending war and
ushering in an era of universal peace is undisguised hypocrisy”. In the statement
they explained about their concept about revolution.They said that” By revolution,
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we mean the ultimate establishment of an order of the society which may not be
threatened by such breakdown and in which the sovereignty of the proletariat
should be recognized and a world federation should redeem humanity from the
bondage of capitalism and the misery of imperial wars” Bhagat Singh symbolized his
struggle in the slogan he raised after he threw a bomb in the Legislative Assembly of
Delhi- “Long Live revolution” (Inquilab Zindabad), a slogan totally unfamiliar at that
time to the Indian people.
Bhagat Singh was not content with slogans.He embodied the indomitable courage,
the death-defying spirit, the capacity to sacrifice everything and unflinching courage
in the face of torture.In 1930 July Bhagat Singh told some of his fellow comrades in
jail said, “This is the highest award for patriotism and I am proud that I am going to
get it. They think that by destroying my terrestrial body they will be safe in this
country. They are wrong. They may kill me, but they cannot kill my ideas. They can
crush my body, but they will not be able to crush my spirit. My ideas will haunt the
British like a curse till they are forced to run away from here. But this is one side of
the picture. The other side is equally bright.Bhagat Singh dead will be more
dangerous to the British enslavers than Bhagat Singh alive.After I am hanged, the
fragrances of my revolutionary ideas will permeate the atmosphere of this beautiful
land of ours.It will intoxicate the youth and make him mad for freedom and
revolution and that will bring the doom of the British imperialist nearer. This is my
firm conviction. I am anxiously waiting for the day when I will receive the highest
award for my services to the country and my love for my people”. Now this is the
duty of the present day youth to fulfill the dreams and aspirations of Shaheed-eAzam Bhagat Singh by organizing revolutionary movement against neo imperialism
and neo colonialism. In this context the three slogans rose by Bhagat Singh and his
comrades Long live revolution, long live proletariat and own with imperialism -are
still relevant.

Surya Sen (1894-1934)
Surya Sen(March 22, 1894 – January 12, 1934) (also known as Masterda Surya
Sen) was a prominent Bengali freedom fighter, an Indian independence activist and
the chief architect of anti-British freedom movement in Chittagong, Bengal (now in
Bangladesh).He was born on 22 March 1894 in Chittagong district now in
Bangladesh.He participated in nationwide non-cooperation movement as a
revolutionary. He was arrested in February 1933 by British and was hanged on 12
January 1934.The Government of India released a commemorative stamp on him in
1977.Bangladesh issued a commemorative stamp on him in 1999.
Early life
His father's name was Ramaniranjan.A resident of Noapara in Chittagong, he was a
teacher by profession. He was initiated into revolutionary ideas in 1916 by one of his
teachers while he was a student of Intermediate Class in the Chittagong College and
joined the renowned revolutionary group Anushilan. But when he went to
Behrampur College for BA course, came to know about Jugantar and became more
inspired with their ideas. On his return to Chittagong in 1918, he organized
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Jugantar there.All revolutionary groups were using Indian National Congress as
umbrella to work. Consequently in 1929, Surya Sen became the president of the
Chittagong district committee of the Indian National Congress.He continued to
organize the hardline patriotic organisations and first became a teacher of the
National school in Nandankanan and then joined the Umatara School at
Chandanpura.Hence, he was known as Mastarda (teacher brother).
By 1923 Surya Sen spread the revolutionary organization in different parts of
Chittagong district. Aware of the limited equipment and other resources of the
freedom fighters, he was convinced of the need for secret guerrilla warfare against
the colonial Government. One of his early successful undertakings was a broad day
robbery at the treasury office of the Bengal Assam Railway at Chittagong on
December 23, 1923.
Chittagong armoury raid and its aftermath.
His major success in the anti-British revolutionary violence was the Chittagong
Armoury Raid on April 18, 1930. Subsequent to the raid, he marched to the
Jalalabad hills along with his fellow revolutionaries. After the battle with the British
troops on April 22, he escaped from there.Surya Sen, being constantly followed up
by the police, had to hide at the house of Sabitri Devi, a widow, near Patiya.A police
and military force under Captain Cameron surrounded the house on 13 June 1932.
Cameron was shot dead while ascending the staircase and Surya Sen along with
Pritilata Waddedar and Kalpana Datta escaped to safety.
Surya Sen was always in hiding, moving from one place to another. Sometimes he
used to take a job as a workman; sometimes he would take a job as a farmer, or
milkman, or priest, houseworker or even as a pious Muslim.This is how he used to
avoid being captured.Either because of money, or out of jealousy, or because of
both, Netra Sen told the British Government that Surya Sen was at his house. As a
result, the police came and captured him on February 16, 1933. This is how India's
supreme hero was arrested.But before Netra Sen was able to get his 10,000-rupee
reward he was killed by the revolutionaries. This is how it happened. Netra Sen's
wife was all for Surya Sen, and she was horrified by her husband's deed.She felt
mortified by her husband's betrayal of Surya Sen.One evening she was serving her
husband food when a great admirer of Surya Sen came into the house. He was
carrying a very big knife, which is called a "daa". With one stroke of the dal he
chopped off the head of Netra Sen in the presence of his wife. Then slowly and
stealthily he went away.
When the police arrived to investigate, they asked Netra Sen's wife if she had seen
who the murderer was. She said, "I saw with my own eyes, but my heart will not
permit me to tell you his name.I am sorry. I feel miserable that I was the wife of such
a treacherous man, such an undivine man as Netra Sen.My husband betrayed the
greatest hero of Chittagong.My husband betrayed a great son of Mother India. My
Modern Indian History (Course II)

Page 21

School of Distance Education

husband cast a slur on the face of India.Therefore; I cannot tell the name of the
person who took his life. He has definitely done the right thing.You can do anything
with me.You can punish me, you can even kill me, but I shall never tell the name of
the person who killed my husband. Our Master-da will be hanged, I know, but his
name will forever be synonymous with India's immortal freedom-cry. Everybody
loves him. Everybody adores him. I, too, love him and adore him, for he is the
brightest sun in the firmament of Chittagong. Surya means sun and he is truly our
sun."Tarakeswar Dastidar, the new president of the Chittagong Branch Jugantar
Party, made a preparation to rescue Surya Sen from the Chittagong Jail. But the
plot was unearthed and consequently frustrated. Tarakeswar and Kalpana along
with others were arrested. Special tribunals tried Surya Sen, Tarakeswar Dastidar,
and Kalpana Datta in 1933.
Surya Sen along with his Tarekeshwar Dastidar was hanged by the British rulers
on January 12, 1934. Before the death sentence Surya Sen was brutally tortured. It
was reported that the British executioners broke all his teeth with hammer and
plucked all nails and broke all limbs and joints. He was dragged to the rope
unconscious. After his death his dead body was not given any funeral. The prison
authority, it was found later, put his dead body in a metallic cage and dumped into
the Bay of Bengal.
His last letter to his friends, written on 11 January, stated, "Death is knocking at
my door.My mind is flying away towards eternity ...At such a pleasant, at such a
grave, at such a solemn moment, what shall I leave behind you? Only one thing that
is my dream, a golden dream-the dream of Free India.... Never forget the 18th of
April, 1930, the day of the eastern Rebellion in Chittagong... Write in red letters in
the core of your hearts the names of the patriots who have sacrificed their lives at
the altar of India's freedom

Hindustan Socialist Republican Association
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association before 1928 was known as the
Hindustan Republican Association. It is reckoned as one amongst the Indian
independence associations during the time of freedom struggle. Bhagat Singh,
Yogendra Shukla and Chandrasekar Azad were the key functionaries of Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association. The group is also considered one of the first
socialist organisations in India. HSRA was invigorated by the ideologies of the
Bolsheviks involvement in the Russian Revolution of 1917.
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association was first launched during a meeting in
Bholachang village, Brahamabaria subdivision, East Bengal. Praiseworthy freedom
fighters like- Pratul Ganguly, Narendra Mohan Sen and Sachindra Nath Sanyal were
present at the meeting.The association was formed as an outgrowth of the Anushilan
Samiti.The party was established with the aim to organise armed revolution in order
to end the colonial rule and establish a Federal Republic of the United States of
India. The name Hindustan Socialist Republican Association was implicative after a
similar revolutionary body in Ireland.
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During that period Gandhiji had declared to cancel the Non-cooperation movement
after the Chauri Chaura incident. This decision of his created a lot of rancour
amongst the youngsters. Some of them had jeopardised their careers for the
movement.As HSRA was a revolutionary group, they attempted to loot a train.They
were informed that the train was transferring government money.On 9th August
1925, the revolutionists ransacked the train.This now famous incident is known as
the Kakori train robbery.As a result of the Kakori train robbery case, Ashfaqullah
Khan, Ramprasad Bismil, Roshan Singh, Rajendra Lahiri were hanged to death. It
was an important setback for the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association.
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association was aiming to create a Federal
Republic of the United States of India. But later they changed their focus towards
creating an India based on the Socialist ideals of Lenin and Marx. Bhagat Singh
declared this at the Ferozshah Kotla Ruins in Delhi on 9th September 1928.
Afterwards, the association was renamed Hindustan Socialist Republican
Association, from Hindustan Republican Association. HSRA in non-violent protest
advancement against the Simon Commission at Lahore decided to support Lala
Lajpat Rai. But in the protest procession, the police plunged into a mass lathicharge and the wounds imposed on Lalaji proved life-threatening to him.This
incident were witnessed by Bhagat Singh and he swore to take revenge.
It was decided by Hindustan Socialist Republican Association that the attempt
would be taken against J.A Scott, who had ordered the unlawful lathi-charge.
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, Chander Shekhar Azad and Jai Gopal were given the charge
to execute the plan. It was designed that Jai Gopal would signal Bhagat Singh and
Rajguru when J.A Scott would come out of his office. At the appointed time, on 17th
December 1928 at Lahore, a British official J. P.Saunders, the A.S.P., a youngman of
21 but a probationer stepped out of his office. Raj Guru swooped on the British
official with a pistol at Jai Gopal`s signal. The bullet perforated through his neck and
almost killed him. Bhagat Singh also rushed and pounced on him and fired four or
five shots.J.P.Saunders died on the spot. Incidentally it was a terrible miscalculation
on the part of Jai Gopal. He failed to differentiate between Scott and Saunders.
Chanan Singh- a head constable came forth to chase Bhagat Singh and Raj Guru,
but Chandra Shekhar Azad shot Chanan down.The next day, Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association came forward in public and in their proclamation said,
"Inquilab Zindabad (Long Live Revolution). We don`t enjoy killing an individual, but
this individual was ruthless, mean and part and parcel of an unjust system. It is
necessary to destroy such a system. This man has been killed; because he was a cog
in the wheel of British rule.This government is the worst of all governments."
Another significant action carried out by the Hindustan Socialist Republican
Association was the Assembly Bomb Case.The association adjudicated to burst a
blank bomb in the Central Assembly in Delhi, in order to express opposition against
the tyrannical legislation and arouse public opinion. Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar
Dutt offered to carry out the bombing and get arrested.The ideology behind the
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bombing was `to make the deaf government hear the voices of its oppressed people`.
Bhagat Singh also believed that `the only way to successfully convey his message to
the public of India was to propaganda from Court`. He believed that since all
statements were registered in Court and then promulgated, they could benefit
support for their crusade.
On April 8th 1929 when Vitthal Bhai Patel, President of the Central Assembly,
moved up to give his ruling on failing to get an authority from the government that
the bill would not be imposed retrospectively, a bomb was detonated near the empty
treasure benches, followed by another bomb explosion.Panic predominated
everywhere. Nobody got killed as it was not thought of. The hall got filled with
smoke.Bhagat Singh and BK Dutt started crying out "Long Live Revolution, Down
with Imperialism" as the smoke cleared.They also threw red leaflets on the floor,
which began with the slogan of a French revolutionary "It needs a loud voice for a
deaf to hear".
On April 15th 1929, police raided the bomb factory of HSRA. As a result Kishori
Lal, Sukhdev and Jai Gopal were arrested.The Assembly Bomb Case trial was
started following this raid.On 23rd March 1931 Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru
were hanged.The great nationalist Baikuntha Shukla was also hanged for murdering
Phanindrananth Ghosh who had become a government approver which later on led
to the hanging of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru.Baikuntha Shukla joined the
freedom struggle at a young age and took active part in the `Salt Satyagraha` of
1930.He was also associated with revolutionary organisations like the Hindustan
Seva Dal and Hindustan Socialist Republican Association.
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev were executed in 1931, as a result of their
trial in the `Lahore conspiracy case`. Their death penalty gave birth to tremendous
agitation throughout the country. Phanindrananth Ghosh was a key figure of the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. By turning into an approver, he
betrayed the cause of the party. Baikuntha Shukla was given the charge to execute
Phanindrananth Ghosh as an act of ideological revenge.He completed it in a
successful manner on 9th November 1932.As a result Baikuntha Shukla was
arrested and tried for murder.On May 14th 1934; Baikunth was convicted and
hanged in Gaya Central Jail only at a young age of 28.
Another key revolutionary of Hindustan Socialist Republican Association,
Chandrasekar Azad was killed on 27th February 1931 in a gunfight with the police.
With the death of Chandrashekar Azad and the hanging of its popular activists,
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru, the fate of the association was yet
indecipherable.Hindustan Socialist Republican Association was always in the
forefront of revolutionary movements in the northern parts of India.The association
consisted of younger generations of U.P, Bihar, Punjab, Bengal and Maharashtra.
The group possessed ideals, which were directly opposite to Mahatma Gandhi`s
Congress.
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Women in Liberation war
1. Kalpana Datta Joshi (b.1913)
Born in Chittagong, Kalpana became an active member of Chittagong Jugantar
party after the famous armory raid led by Master Da. Arrested along with Master Da
and Tarekeshwar Dastidar from their hiding place after a fierce battle with a
police/military squad, Kalpana was transported to the Andaman’s. After her release
from the penal colony, Kalpana joined the communist party and married PC Joshi a
prominent communist leader.
2. Bina Das Bhaumik (1911)
An arts graduate, Bina was connected with Calcutta Chhatri Sangha, a quasi
revolutionary organization for young girls. She was sentenced to nine years
imprisonment for her failed attempt on the life of the Governor of Bengal, Stanley
Jackson, in 1932 at the annual convocation meeting of Calcutta University.
Following her release in 1938, Bina joined the Congress party and was elected the
secretary of South Calcutta Congress Committee. Later Bina became a member of
West Bangla Rajyo Sobha. Bina married Jyotish Chandra Bhaumik, her comrade at
arms and a college teacher.
INFLUENCE OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
The socialist movement began to develop in India with the Russian Revolution.
However, in 1871 a group in Calcutta had contacted Karl Marx with the purpose of
organising an Indian section of the First International. It did not materialise.The first
article in an Indian publication (in English) that mentions the names of Marx &
Engels printed in the Modern Review in March 1912.The short biographical article
titled Karl Marx – a modern Rishi was written by the German-based Indian
revolutionary Lala Har Dayal. The first biography of Karl Marx in an Indian language
was written by R. Rama Krishna Pillai in 1914.
Marxism made a major impact in India media at the time of the Russian
Revolution. Of particular interest to many Indian papers and magazines was the
Bolshevik policy of right to self-determination of all nations. Bipin Chandra Pal and
Bal Gangadhar Tilak were amongst the prominent Indians who expressed their
admiration of Lenin and the new rulers in Russia.Abdul Sattar Khairi and Abdul
Zabbar Khairi went to Moscow, immediately on hearing about the revolution.In
Moscow, they met Lenin and conveyed their greetings to him.The Russian Revolution
also had an impact on émigré Indian revolutionaries, such as the Ghadar Party in
North America.
The Khilafat movement contributed to the emergence of early Indian communism.
Many Indian Muslims left India to join the defence of the Caliphate.Several of them
became communists whilst visiting Soviet territory.Even some Hindus joined the
Muslim muhajirs in the travels to the Soviet areas.The colonial authorities were
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clearly disturbed by the growing influence of Bolshevik sympathies in India.A first
counter-move was the issuing of a fatwa, urging Muslims to reject communism.The
Home Department established a special branch to monitor the communist influence.
Customs were ordered to check the imports of Marxist literature to India. A great
number of anti-communist propaganda publications were published.
The First World War was accompanied with a rapid increase of industries in India,
resulting in a growth of an industrial proletariat. At the same time prices of essential
commodities increased.These were factors that contributed to the build up of the
Indian trade union movement.Unions were formed in the urban centres across India,
and strikes were organised. In 1920, the All India Trade Union Congress was
founded.
One Indian impressed with developments in Russia was S. A. Dange in Bombay.In
1921; he published a pamphlet titled Gandhi Vs. Lenin, a comparative study of the
approaches of both the leaders with Lenin coming out as better of the two.Together
with Ranchoddas Bhavan Lotvala, a local mill-owner, a library of Marxist Literature
was set up and publishing of translations of Marxist classics began. In 1922, with
Lotvala's help, Dange launched the English weekly, Socialist, the first Indian Marxist
journal.
Regarding the political situation in the colonised world, the 1920 second congress
of the Communist International insisted that a united front should be formed
between the proletariat, peasantry and national bourgeosie in the colonial countries.
Amongst the twenty-one conditions drafted by Lenin ahead of the congress was the
11th thesis, which stipulated that all communist parties must support the
bourgeois-democratic liberation movements in the colonies. Some of the delegates
opposed the idea of alliance with the bourgeoisie, and preferred support to
communist movements of these countries instead. Their criticism was shared by the
Indian revolutionary M.N. Roy, who attended as a delegate of the Communist Party
of Mexico.The congress removed the term 'bourgeois-democratic' in what became the
8th condition.
The Communist Party of India was founded in Tashkent on 17 October 1920, soon
after the Second Congress of the Communist International. The founding members
of the party were M.N. Roy, Evelina Trench Roy (Roy’s wife), Abani Mukherji, Rosa
Fitingof (Abani’s wife), Mohammad Ali (Ahmed Hasan), Mohammad Shafiq Siddiqui
and M.P.B.T. Acharya.
The CPI began efforts to build a party organisation inside India. Roy made contacts
with Anushilan and Jugantar groups in Bengal. Small communist groups were
formed in Bengal (led by Muzaffar Ahmed), Bombay (led by S.A. Dange), Madras (led
by Singaravelu Chettiar), United Provinces (led by Shaukat Usmani) and Punjab (led
by Ghulam Hussain). However, only Usmani became a CPI party member.
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On 1 May 1923 the Labour Kisan Party of Hindustan was founded in Madras, by
Singaravelu Chettiar. The LKPH organised the first May Day celebration in India,
and this was also the first time the red flag was used in India.On 25 December 1925
a communist conference was organised in Kanpur. Colonial authorities estimated
that 500 persons took part in the conference.The conference was convened by a man
called Satyabhakta, of whom little is known. Satyabhakta is said to have argued for
a ‘national communism’ and against subordination under Comintern. Being
outvoted by the other delegates, Satyabhakta left both the conference venue in
protest. The conference adopted the name ‘Communist Party of India’.

Abdul Ghaffar Khan & Khudai Khidmatgars
Born in village Uttamazai (now in Pakistan) in a Pathan family, Abdul Ghaffar
Khan had his early education in Peshawar.He was then sent to Aligarh, where he
had the opportunity of meeting several educationists and nationalists, including
Reverend Wigram (his principal), Gandhi Jawaharlal Nehru and Abul Kalam Azad.
After returning to his own province (NWFP of British India), he worked for
inculcation of ideas of nationalism in the minds of Pathans.
His meaningful political career began in 1919 during agitations against Rowlatt
Act and Khilafat Movements. Thereafter, from 1920 to 1947, he took a prominent
part in the activities of the Congress. He was involved in all major political
movements such as Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, Satyagraha and Quit
India. For several years, he was a member of Congress Working Committee but
declined the offer of presidentship of the organisation.During this period (19201947), he was arrested several times and spent around fourteen crucial years of his
lifetime in jail. In the 1920s, he came to be known as 'Frontier Gandhi' because of
his close association with Gandhi. Abdul Ghaffar Khan resigned from the INC in
1939 because of his disapproval of the war policy of the Congress.He rejoined the
organisation in 1940 when the policy was revised.
Apart from being an ardent freedom fighter, Abdul Ghaffar Khan was a dedicated
social reformer.Realising the need for social reconstruction, he propagated Gandhian
principles—principles which he had himself adopted. He firmly believed in the cult of
khadi, non-violence, the need for development of village industries and emancipation
of depressed classes and women. For the purpose of bringing about positive social
changes he set up an organisation, Khudai Khidmatgars (Servants of God) in 1929.
The organisation which was also known as 'Red Shirts’ comprised non-violent
revolutionaries who were also devoted social workers and played an active role in the
nationalist movement.Because of his socialistic zeal, Ghaffar Khan was given the
title Fakhar- e-Afghan (the pride of Afghan). In 1940, he founded another Khudai
Khidmatgar on the banks of Sardaryab and named it Markar-e-Allai-e-Khudai
Khidmatgar.
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Ghaffar Khan also advocated national education. He was instrumental in the
establishment of a number of national schools in his province, especially the Azad
High School of Uttamanzai and the Anjuman-ul-Afghanie.In 1928, he started a
monthly journal in Pushto, Pakhtoon, which was stopped in 1931.However, it
resumed publication a few years later as Das Roza. Although a pious Muslim,
Ghaffar Khan believed in secularism. He condemned the communal politics of the
Muslim League and argued against the idea of partition.
After partition, he started a struggle for establishment of Pakhtoonistan for
Pathans and was jailed several times by successive Pakistani governments. He lived
in exile in Afghanistan for several years. In 1969, he was invited to India on the
occasion of Gandhi centenary celebrations. In 1987, he was presented the Bharat
Ratna.Ghaffar Khan passed away in 1988.
EXERCISES
1. Examine the Impact of First World War on the National Movement in India.
2. What is Khilafat Movement?
3. Explain the the major provisions of the Montague Chelms Ford Reforms.
4. Describe about the Working Class Movement and the Formation of AITUC.
5. Write a note on Bhagat Singh.
6. Examine the importance of Khudai Khidmatgars.
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UNIT-II
STRENGTHENING FREEDOM STRUGGLE
‘Purna Swaraj’Resolution
In December 1929, the Congress held its annual session at Lahore. Jawaharlal
Nehru was the president at this session. In this session, the Congress declared
‘Purna Swaraj’ or Complete Independence as its ultimate goal. It asked all
Congressmen and nationalists not to participate in elections to the legislatures and
to resign from the legislatures. It was decided that 26 January would be henceforth
observed as the Independence Day every year.To achieve the aim of complete
independence, the Congress decided to launch another mass movement – the Civil
Disobedience Movement.
Civil Disobedience Movement
Civil Disobedience Movement, launched under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi,
in 1930, was one of the most significant phases of Indian freedom struggle.The
Simon Commission, which was formed in November 1927 by the British
Government to chart and conclude a Constitution for India, included members of the
British Parliament only.As a result, the Commission was boycotted by every section
of the Indian social and political platforms as an `All-White Commission`. The
opposition to the Simon Commission in Bengal was noteworthy.In disapproval
against the Commission, a `Hartal` or Strike was observed on 3rd of February, 1928
in various parts of the region.Widespread demonstrations were held in Kolkata on
19th of February, 1928, the day of Simon`s arrival to the city. Further, on 1st of
March, 1928, meetings were held simultaneously in all 32 wards of the city,
spurring people to restore the movement for boycott of British goods.
Mahatma Gandhi was arrested on 5th of May, 1930, just days before his projected
raid on the Dharasana Salt Works.The Dandi March and the resultant Dharasana
Satyagraha drew worldwide attention to the Civil Disobedience Movement through
widespread newspaper coverage.It continued for almost a year, ending with the
release of Mahatma Gandhi from jail and after the discussions at the Second Round
Table Conference with Viceroy Lord Irwin.The crusade had a significant effect on
changing British attitudes toward Indian independence and caused huge numbers of
Indians to aggressively join the fight for the first time. The Salt March to Dandi and
the flogging of hundreds of non-violent protesters in Dharasana, marked the efficient
use of civil disobedience as a method for fighting social and political injustice.
On 8th of April 1929, members of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association
attacked the assembly chamber of the Imperial Legislative Council in Delhi. In
response, Lord Irwin published a Public Safety Bill. Moreover, on 31st of October,
Lord Irwin announced that the natural constitutional progress of India was the
attainment of Dominion Status. The Congress Party indicated its willingness to
cooperate in formulating a Dominion constitution. In November, measures were
accepted in such a way that Congress rejected the declaration.
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On 23rd of December, Lord Irwin met with Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Tej Bahadur Sapru in New
Delhi. Erwin however, could not arrive at an agreement for framing a constitution
under Dominion Status. At the ensuing 1930 annual meeting of the Congress Party
held at Lahore, the Congress declared itself for independence rather than Dominion
Status and authorised a campaign of Civil Disobedience. Gandhi`s Civil
Disobedience Movement came out as a march to Dandi, in objection to the tax on
salt. Gandhi reached Dandi on April 6th, and explicitly violated the salt law.
On 18th of April, around one hundred revolutionaries attacked police and railway
armouries at Chittagong. Mahatma Gandhi condemned the raid, which had made a
deep impression throughout India. On 5th of May, the Government of India had
Gandhi arrested and lodged at Yervada Jail near Pune.Following the arrest of
Mahatma Gandhi, the British faced the full programme of Civil Disobedience as
composed of Indian raids on salt depots, refusal to pay taxes in chosen areas, spirits
and avoidance of business with all British firms, disobedience of forest laws and
boycott of foreign cloth.
On 30th of June, the Government of India outlawed the All-India Congress
Committee and the Congress Working Committee.Further, on 23rd of July, Lord
Irwin facilitated visits to Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru by two Indian
Liberals, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mukund Ramrao Jayakar, for the purpose of
finding ways to end civil disobedience movement. On 25th of January 1931, Lord
Irwin authorised Gandhi`s release from prison and withdrew prohibition of illegality
against the Congress Working Committee.
Between February to March, 1931, Lord Irwin and Gandhi met in a series of talks
seeking settlement of the issues originating from the civil disobedience movement.In
the agreement reached on 5th of March, Gandhi agreed to discontinue Civil
Disobedience as it embraced defiance of the law, non-payment of land revenue,
publication of news-sheets, termination of its boycott of British goods and the
restraint of aggressive picketing.The Government of India agreed to cancel
ordinances opposing the movement, to release Indian prisoners, return fines and
property.
Gandhi-Irwin Pact
This pact was signed between Mahatma Gandhi and the then Viceroy of India,
Lord Irwin on 5 March 1931.
Salient features of this act were as following:
1. The Congress would participate in the Round Table Conference.
2. The Congress would discontinue the Civil Disobedience Movement.
3. The Government would withdraw all ordinances issued to curb the Congress.
4. The Government would withdraw all prosecutions relating to offenses other than
violent one.The Government would release all persons undergoing sentences of
imprisonment for their activities in the civil disobedience movement.
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Salt Satyagraha succeeded in drawing the attention of the world. Millions saw the
newsreels showing the march. Time magazine declared Gandhi its 1930 Man of the
Year, comparing Gandhi's march to the sea "to defy Britain's salt tax as some New
Englanders once defied a British tea tax." Civil disobedience continued until early
1931, when Gandhi was finally released from prison to hold talks with Irwin. It was
the first time the two held talks on equal terms, and resulted in the Gandhi–Irwin
Pact. The talks would lead to the Second Round Table Conference at the end of
1931.
In the March of 1930, Gandhi met with the Viceroy, Lord Irwin and signed an
agreement known as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. The two main clauses of the pact
entailed; Congress participation in the Round Table Conference and cessation of The
Civil Disobedience Movement.The Government of India released all satyagrahis from
prison.
Round Table Conferences
The Simon Commissions in India induced the dissatisfaction throughout India. It
met a violent resistance in India and later the British Government organized for the
Rounds Table conferences in order to take into consideration the demands and
grievances of the Indians directly. Demands for Swaraj, or self-rule, in India had
been growing increasingly strong. By the year 1930, many British politicians
believed that India needed to move towards dominion status. As announced by the
viceroy on behalf of the Government of England on October 31, 1929, Round Table
Conference was convened in London. After lengthy discussions, three basic
principles were agreed in the Conference and the British Government was made to
accept those principles.
Three basic principles were put forwards in the Round Table Conference.
According to the agreement, it was demanded that form of the new government of
India was to be an All India federation.The federal government, subject to some
reservations would be responsible to the federal Legislature, according to the
agreement. The provincial autonomy was also demanded by the Congress in the
Round Table Conference. However, Ramsay MacDonald, the British Prime Minister,
made a momentous declaration on behalf of His Majesty`s Government. According to
the view of His Majesty`s government it was declared that the responsibility of the
government should be placed upon legislatures, Central and Provincial with certain
provisions as was considered necessary.
The absence of the Congress representations in Round Table conference led to a
second session of the Round Table conference, where the Congress representatives
would participate. Several efforts were made in that direction by Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru and Sir M.R. Jayakar, which led to the famous Gandhi-Irwin Pact, which was
signed in March 1931. According to the Poona Pact, all political prisoners were
released and the Civil Disobedience Movement was called off.
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In the second Round Table Conference, Gandhiji was appointed as the
representative of the Congress, which was convened from 1st September to 1st
December in the year1931.But the significant issue of the Second Round Table
conference was to solve the communal problem, which was not solved.This was
because; Mr.Jinnah inflexibility was secretly supported by the British statesman like
the Secretary of State for India; Sir Samuel Hoare.Disappointed by the result of the
session of the Second Round Table Conference, Gandhiji returned to India and
subsequently arrested on his arrival in the country.
Ramsay Macdonald announced that in default of an agreed settlement as regards
the respective quanta of representation of different communities, the British
Government would have to arbitrate their claims. Subsequently, on August 4, 1932,
Macdonald`s infamous "Communal Award" came into existence.The concept of
Communal Award was related to the representation of different communities in the
provincial legislatures. However the "Communal Award" declared by Ramsay
Macdonald was partially modified by the Poona Pact. This was accepted by the
Hindu rulers due to Gandhiji, who wanted to prevent a political breach between the
so-called caste Hindus and the Scheduled Castes.
Consequently the third Round Table Conference was again convened in London on
November 17th to December 24th in the years 1932. A White paper was issued in
the year March 1933. The details of the working basis of the new constitution of
India were enumerated in the White Paper. It was declared that according to the new
constitution, there would be dyarchy at the Center and the responsible governments
in the center. In February 1935, a bill was introduced in the House of Commons by
the Secretary of State for India, which subsequently passed and enacted as the
government of India Act, 1935.
Thus the Government of India Act came into existence in the Third Round Table
Conference. The Government of India Act drew its materials from the Simon
Commission, the report of the All-Parties conference i.e. the Nehru Report, the
discussions at the three successive Round Table Conferences, the detail enumerated
in the White Paper and the reports of the Joint Select Committees.

Gandhian Methods of Struggles-Strategies
Introduction
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was ‘a man of millennium’ who imparts the lesson
of truth, Non- violence and peace.The philosophy and ideology is relevant still
today.The philosophy of Gandhi was based on truth, sacrifice, non- violence selfless
service and cooperation. In modern times, nonviolent methods of action have been a
powerful tool for social protest. According to Gandhi one should be brave and not a
coward. He should present his views, suggestions and thoughts without being
violent.One should fight a war with the weapons of truth and non violence.Gandhi
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said that ‘There is no god higher than truth’. According to Gandhi’s thoughts nonviolence is ultimate solution of every kind of problem in the world.Gandhi was single
person who fought against the British with the weapons of truth and Non-violence
by persuading countrymen to walk on the path of non-violence.Gandhi leading a
decades-long nonviolent struggle against British rule in India, which eventually
helped India, wins its independence in 1947. By the efforts of Gandhi India became
independent.Gandhi initiated non violence activities like Quit India movement and
non-operation movement. Gandhi could never have done what he did alone, but with
his ability to identify a seed here, a seed there and nurture it, he was able to create a
forest of human change. He understood that it was not enough to be a leader, but to
create leaders.
In quite simple and clear words, Gandhism consists of the ideas, which Mahatma
Gandhi put forth before human world. Along with that, to the maximum possible
extent, Mahatma Gandhi treated his individual life in accordance with these
ideas.Clearly; Gandhism is a mixture of Gandhi’s concepts and practices.The basic
ground ship of Gandhism happens to be non-violence.The non-violence is the most
ancient eternal value.This non-violence is the ground of ancient-most civilization
and culture of India.Mahatma Gandhi said on this very account while making his
concepts and practices based on non-violence: ‘I have nothing new to teach you’
Truth and non-violence are as old as hill. As we know, non-violence and truth are
two sides of the same coin. After knowing Gandhism, it is imperative for us to know
clearly the concept of non-violence also as it accords the ground for
Gandhism.Gandhi’s importance in the political world scenario is twofold. First, he
retrieved non-violence as a powerful political tool and secondly manifestation of a
higher spiritual goal, culmination in world peace. For Gandhi, means were as
important as the end and there could be only one means - that of non-violence.
As a situation opposite to violence is non-violence, we can firmly state, total nonviolence consists in not hurting some other one’s intellect, speech or action per own
thought, utterance or deeds and not to deprive some one of his life. Mahatma
Gandhi fully agrees with above-mentioned derivation of non-violence.He himself has
said, Non-violence is not a concrete thing as it has generally been
enunciated.Undoubtedly, it is a part of non-violence to abstain from hurting some
living being, but it is only an iota pertaining to its identity.The principle of nonviolence is shattered by every evil thought, false utterance, hate or wishing
something bad unto someone.It is also shattered per possession of necessary worldly
things. In this chain Mahatma Gandhi clarified in an edition of Young India: ‘To hurt
someone, to think of some evil unto someone or to snatch one’s life under anger or
selfishness, is violence. In contrast, purest non-violence involves a tendency and
presuming towards spiritual or physical benefit unto every one without selfishness
and with pure thought after cool and clear deliberations’.The ultimate yardstick of
violence or non-violence is the spirit behind the action. There are many examples of
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their use like resistance, non-violent resistance, and civil revolution.Mahatma
Gandhi had to struggle in his whole life, but he never disappointed, he continued his
innate faith in non-violence and his belief in the methods of Satyagraha.The
significance of Satyagraha was soon accepted worldwide. Martin Luther King
adopted the methods of Satyagraha in his fight against the racial discrimination of
the American authorities in 1950. Gandhism is very much contextual today on this
accord. It is significant. We should grasp importance of Gandhism while analyzing it.
Presently a big portion of the world happens to be under Democratic system of
Government.Theoretically, this system stands out to be the best up to now.This is a
truth. It is the best because people are connected with it directly or indirectly at
every level. Not only this, it is this very system, which provides maximum
opportunities of public progress and development. People can themselves decide in
this system the mode of their welfare. However, even though being theoretically the
best system of government, if we peruse the democratic nations, we first of all find
that there is non-equal development of the citizens.We subsequently find that these
nations are more or less victimized by regionalism.They have problem relating to
language.They are under clutches of terrorism and communalism.There is also the
problem of negation of human rights in these nations.There are other vivid problems
akin to mention above and peace is far away so long as these problems exist.All
citizens must have equal development and they should have communal harmony
towards making all citizens collective and unified partners in progress.But, in
reality, it is not so. It is essential that the nations of democratic system of
government should be free from above-mentioned problems, must be capable of
ensuring equal development of their all citizens and the citizens concerned must
march forward on path of progress in unified way along with rendering contribution
to world peace.
Gandhi demonstrated to a world, weary with wars and continuing destruction that
adherence to Truth and Non-violence is not meant for individuals alone but can be
applied in global affairs too. Gandhi’s vision for the country and his dreams for the
community as a whole still hold good for India. He got the community to absorb and
reflect true values of humanity and to participate in tasks that would promote the
greater good.These issues are still relevant to what free India is and represents. The
main cause of worry today is intolerance and hatred leading to violence and it is here
the values of Gandhi need to be adhered to with more passion.
Gandhian Strategy
Gandhian strategy is mainly comprised with:
Satyagraha
Truth and honesty
Non-violence
Co-operation
Peace and love
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Satyagraha - A holistic approach towards life, based on the ideals of
truth and moral courage.
Satyagraha’s goal is winning over people’s hearts, and this can be achieved only
with tremendous patience, Satyagraha is more than a political tool of resistance.The
similarities of the Satyagraha to some of the greatest philosophical and religious
tenets of the world have been observed and much written about. However, in the
specific context of India, Satyagraha was an immense influence.It went a long way in
instilling among the Indians a dignity for hard labor and mutual respect. In the
traditional Indian society torn apart by caste and creed based discriminations,
Satyagraha stated that no work was lowly.It championed secularism and went a long
way in eradicating untouchability from the heart of India's typically stratified society.
Satyagraha glorified the role of women as an important member of the society. All in
all, Satyagraha instilled in the Indian mind a dignity and a self respect that is yet
unprecedented in its modern history.
Gandhi’s system of Satyagraha was based on nonviolence, non-cooperation, truth
and honesty. Gandhi used non violence in India’s freedom struggle as main weapon
and India became independent from British rule.

Truth - The most powerful weapon.
Gandhism is more about the spirit of Gandhi’s journey to discover the truth, than
what he finally considered to be the truth.It is the foundation of Gandhi’s teachings,
and the spirit of his whole life to examine and understand for oneself, and not take
anybody or any ideology for granted. Gandhi said: ‘The Truth is far more powerful
than any weapon of mass destruction’.Truth or 'Satya' was the sovereign principle of
Mahatma Gandhi's life. The Mahatma's life was an eternal conquest to discover
truth and his journey to that end was marked by experiments on himself and
learning from his own mistakes.Fittingly his autobiography was titled 'My
Experiments with Truth.' Gandhi strictly maintained that the concept of truth is
above and beyond of all other considerations and one must unfailingly embrace
truth throughout one's life.
Gandhi pioneered the term Satyagraha which literally translates to 'an endeavor
for truth.'In the context of Indian freedom movement, Satyagraha meant the
resistance to the British oppression through mass civil obedience.The tenets of
Truth or Satya and nonviolence were pivotal to the Satyagraha movement and
Gandhi ensured that the millions of Indians seeking an end to British rule adhered
to these basic principles steadfastly.
Non-violence is ever lasting.
Gandhian strategy is the collection of inspirations, principles, beliefs and
philosophy.The fundamentals of Gandhi’s non violence theory, Jainism and
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Buddhism were the most important influence.Both Jainism and Buddhism preached
non-violence as the basic principal of existence. Gandhi was also influenced By
Bhagvad Gita with its stress on non attachment and selfless action, Christianity,
along with its massage of love and compassion, extended even to one’s enemies, was
another important influence on Gandhi’s life. Gandhi’s life was based on truth,
honesty and moral courage.
Mahatma Gandhi was great national hero, who served the nation with truth and
non violence. Gandhi was against violence. He always disliked war on the ground of
its violent nature.That’s why when the Second World War began in 1939; he opposed
the stand of British government dragging India into war without consulting Indian
leaders. Gandhi was in favor of non violence; therefore he was against in any cooperation in war efforts.According to Gandhi the use of non violence consists of
anger, selfishness, hatred and enmity. According to him violence cannot do anything
good to human beings. A Gandhian strategy for confronting terrorism, therefore,
would consist of the following:
Stop an act of violence in its tracks.The effort to do so should be nonviolent but
forceful. To focus solely on acts of terrorism, Gandhi argued, would be like being
concerned with weapons in an effort to stop the spread of racial hatred.Gandhi
thought the sensible approach would be to confront the ideas and alleviate the
conditions that motivated people to undertake such desperate operations in the first
place.As we know, non-violence and truth go side by side. After knowing Gandhism,
it is imperative for us to know clearly the concept of non-violence also as it accords
the ground for Gandhism.
For Gandhi, means were as important as the end and there could be only one
means- that of non-violence.What is non-violence? Ordinarily, we attribute nonviolence as a dictum that prescribes non-snatching of anyone’s life.Really, this is not
complete derivation pertaining to the concept of non-violence.Non-violence is quite
opposite to violence. As such, it would be better to know the position relating to
violence in order to know non-violence and to be in knowledge of its meaning.
According to a Jain scholar:‘Whenever, we hurt some other living being through our
thought, utterance or action under non-cordial stipulation and non-apt learning,
such an impure spirit or act of destroying life of some other one, including the
impure tendency, utterance or presuming, is taken to be full of vice of violence. In
such a situation, even if there is no sort of violence externally, it intrinsically ipso
facto remains a tendency of violence’. There are three categories of violence:When we hit physically anybody.
When we think wrong and feel jealous with anybody.
When we aggressively speak and abuse to anybody.
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All these categories create negative energy in human body.The negative energy has
adverse affect on human body.Gandhi criticized violence. It is a body of ideas and
principles that describes the inspiration, vision and the life work of Gandhi.It is
particularly associated with his contributions to the idea and practice of non
violence resistance, sometimes also called civil resistance.The term "Gandhism" also
encompasses what Gandhi's ideas, words and actions mean to people around the
world, and how they used them for guidance in building their own future. Gandhism
also permeates into the realm of the individual human being, non-political and nonsocial. A Gandhian can mean either an individual who follows, or a specific
philosophy which is attributed to, Gandhism.
In context of non-violence being perpetual, Mahatma Gandhi states, ‘When we
peruse the era from beginning unto now relating to the period for which we gain
historical evidence, we find that man has been ultimately treading path of nonviolence’.It is, as such, that non-violence came into existence along with man.In case
it has not been with man from the very beginning, there might have been self-doom
by man.As Martin Luther King Jr.said:"The choice is not between violence and
nonviolence but between nonviolence and non-existence."
However, it has not been that and not only human race is alive in such a huge
number but there has been gradual enhancement in development and nearness in
spite of presence of various obstacles and nuisances. This could never have been,
but because non-violence is perpetual, it happened.
Mahatma Gandhi was against any form of exploitation and injustice. According to
him, evils must be opposed at any cost. But he insisted that the weapons must be
non violent and moral ones. The adoption of peaceful method made one superior and
put the enemy at a disadvantage but the condition is the opponent must be dealt
with mutual respect and love. Gandhi believed that only through love an enemy
could be permanently won.
Non violence is not passive.It is active, creative, provocative and challenging.
Gandhi described non-violence as ‘A force more powerful than all the weapons of
world combined’. Non violence is the greatest and most active force in the world.
Gandhi wrote, It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the
ingenuity of humanity. When we tap into the spirit of non-violence, it becomes
contagious and can topple empires. In relation to violence, there are two options in
the world. These options are, we fight back or run away. Non violence gives us third
option: creative active, peaceful resistance to injustice.Non violence means standing
unmoving against injustice until injustice is transformed into justice. Non-violence
dose not harm to others and does not adversely affect other directly .but it works
internally. Instead of killing others, we should do in the nonviolent struggle for
justice and human rights. Non-violence begins in the heart then it moves out to our
families, local communities, cities, nation and world.
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Gandhi thought, debased those who adopted it.A violent posture adopted by public
authorities could lead to a civil order based on coercion.For this reason Gandhi
insisted on means consistent with the moral goals of those engaged in the conflict.
Conclusion
Gandhi dreamed of a new world of non-violence with overall peaceful
environment.Non-violence is a universal phenomenon and it has great relevance and
significance.It is the ultimate solution of all kinds of problems and conflicts in the
society, nation and world.However, its result depends upon its understanding and
proper application.The present scenario of violence and exploitation all over the
world has raised an important issue.Any nation which has been suffered with
communalism, dictatorship, corruption and power games really needs to go back to
Gandhi’s conviction of nonviolence and truth as his mission. By adopting
nonviolence, social, political, economic and religious conflicts shall be
removed.Undoubtedly, the social doctrine of non violence that has emerged from
Gandhian ideas has now become the key to forge and sustain the new social and
political order.Today, there is need to adopt Ghandhian philosophy and ideology in
overall world to remove all kind of problems and creating peaceful
environment.Gandhi is not the past, he is the future. He is an early sign of what we
can be.
Presently a big portion of the world happens to be under Democratic system of
Government.Theoretically, this system stands out to be the best up to now.This is a
truth. It is the best because people are connected with it directly or indirectly at
every level. Not only this, it is this very system, which provides maximum
opportunities of public progress and development. People can themselves decide in
this system the mode of their welfare. However, even though being theoretically the
best system of government, if we peruse the democratic nations, we first of all find
that there is non-equal development of the citizens.We subsequently find that these
nations are more or less victimized by regionalism.They have problem relating to
language.They are under clutches of terrorism and communalism.There is also the
problem of negation of human rights in these nations.There are other vivid problems
akin to mention above and peace is far away so long as these problems exist.These
nations should get themselves rid of these problems, all citizens of them must have
equal development and they should have communal harmony towards making all
citizens collective and unified partners in progress. But, in reality, it is not so.
It is essential that the nations of democratic system of government should be free
from above-mentioned problems, must be capable of ensuring equal development of
their all citizens and the citizens concerned must march forward on path of progress
in unified way along with rendering contribution to world peace. Gandhism is very
much contextual today on this accord. It is significant.Let us grasp importance of
Gandhism while analyzing it in brief.
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Gandhi inspires an alternative vision of politics and resistance at a time when
oppression is not only getting more overt and physical but also more insidious.His
ideology of nonviolence is a good point to start from.It may not succeed, but it opens
a world of possibilities and encourages us to think outside the box.His life also
illustrates how radical ideas are first dismissed, only to be tested and embraced
later. Gandhi demonstrated to a World, weary with wars and continuing destruction
that adherence to Truth and Non-violence is not meant for individuals alone but can
be applied in global affairs too.Gandhi’s vision for the country and his dreams for
the community as a whole still hold good for India.He got the community to
assimilate and reflect true values of humanity and to participate in tasks that would
promote the greater good.These issues are still relevant to what free India is and
represents. The main cause of worry today is intolerance and hatred leading to
violence and it is here the values of Gandhi need to be adhered to with more
passion. He is relevant not yesterday or today but forever!!

EMERGENCE OF LEFT WING

Jawaharlal Nehru
Nehru's Nationalism and his role in the Freedom Movement are closely interrelated, since it was the nature of Nehru's Nationalist ideas that dictated his course
of
action
in
the
freedom
movement
of
India.
Nehru's Nationalism: Nehru's nationalism was not one of mindless jingoism.He was
able to reach a common ground between an erudite internationalism and a very
keen understanding of the Indian condition. Nehru's nationalism was marked by a
fiery pride in the heritage of the country. But he was willing to temper this pride with
his readings and his rationalist views that he received from his Western education in
the West.
Jawaharlal Nehru's role in the freedom movement of India has probably not
received as much historical attention as it deserves.That is, of course no surprise, as
Jawaharlal Nehru's astounding success as a statesman who ushered in a new era of
international relations through the formation of the NAM, and his stature as the first
prime minister of independent India often adumbrate his position as a significant
figure in the freedom movement of India.With his charm, highly impressive
educational background, and selfless service to the nation, Nehru presented the face
of a new and active India to thousands of Indians who looked up to him as a role
model and a guide.
Early Years of Nehru in the Freedom Movement of India:
Jawaharlal Nehru was born into politics.His father Motilal Nehru was a veteran
Congressman and committed to the cause of India's freedom for a very long
time.Nehru spent much of his educational years in England studying first at Harrow
and then at Trinity College, Cambridge. However, the freedom of India was always on
Modern Indian History (Course II)

Page 39

School of Distance Education

his mind. It was therefore no surprise that after his return from the British shores in
1912, the job of a lawyer was the last of Nehru's priorities. As a student he already
felt himself closely attached to the cause India's freedom, and had his sympathies
with the Extremist leaders of Congress. After his return, he involved himself directly
into the political scenario of the country.
However, Nehru was still comparatively without a firm direction in these early
years, not sure which path was the right path that would lead towards India's
freedom. His father's moderate ideologies and elitist way of life disturbed him, as he
thought him, like many other Congressmen of his generation, to be much
dissociated from the ground realities of the land and the lives of the common people
of India. He also realized that the direct application of Socialist measures would not
suit India's socio-economic profile.It was at that time that he found a direction in the
mode of civil resistance as preached by Gandhi. Gandhi's success in Champaran
and Ahmedabad renewed and established his belief in Satyagraha. He was not slow
to adopt the cultural aspects of Satyagraha as well. He read the Indian scriptures of
India, and dressed in home-spun clothes becoming a staunch Gandhian in all
senses. Motilal and his entire family adopted the Gandhian way of life. Nehru
traveled across India, and was warmly received by the masses. This filled him with a
renewed sense of self-confidence.It was time he decided to whole-heartedly commit
himself to the cause of Indian freedom.

Jawaharlal Nehru and the Non-Cooperation Movement:
The first big involvement of Jawaharlal Nehru came at the onset of the noncooperation movement in 1920. Nehru joined in whole-heartedly in this Satyagraha
based movement that stormed India. Nehru was arrested on charges of antigovernmental activities and was released a few months later. In the rift formed
within the Congress following the sudden closure of the non-cooperation movement
after the Chauri Chaura incident, Nehru remained loyal to Gandhi's camp and
denied to join the Swaraj Party formed by Motilal Nehru and CR Das. After his
release, Nehru's fame as a dynamic Congress leader was well-established.He soon
became the President of the Allahabad Congress Committee in 1923. However,
towards the end of the decade, Nehru grew increasingly impatient with the pacifist
nature of the senior Congressman. Along with Subhas Chandra Bose, Nehru was
intent on complete freedom and believed in giving an ultimatum to the British
Government to grant India dominion status.The senior leaders were bent on a slower
and more patient approach.The Calcutta Congress of 1928 brought the rift into the
open. Jawaharlal openly decried the Nehru Commission framed by Motilal Nehru,
and it needed the intervention of Mahatma Gandhi to persuade Nehru to abandon
his fiery stance of more direct action.
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Nehru and the Civil Disobedience Movement:
The Lahore Congress of 1929 was monumental in the political career of Nehru as
well as the history of India's freedom struggle.Nehru was elected the president of
Congress for the first time at a young age of forty. He used the platform of the
Lahore conference to declare the goal of complete freedom or Purna Swaraj. The Civil
Disobedience movement was formally launched after the Lahore Congress, and
Nehru whole heartedly plunged himself in the non-violent protests and picketing
that took the nation by storm. Nehru was arrested again in 1930, beginning the
second and the longest phase of his prison stays. On his release, he formed the
Socialist party within the Congress and insisted on more stern and immediate
measures to realize the goal of India's freedom.

Nehru and the last days of Indian Freedom Struggle:
The Government of India Act of 1935 called for nation-wide elections.Nehru
campaigned vigorously for Congress, although he himself did not contest directly in
the elections.With Gandhi concentrating on the spiritual development of his
followers and gradually dissociating himself from direct political action, the stature
of Nehru within the Congress ranks was now more than ever. He became the
Congress President in the consecutive years of 1936 and 1937.By 1938, the rift in
Congress was clear. With Bose and Gandhi forming the two feuding camps, Nehru
was once more faced with a political dilemma. However, he decided to side with
Gandhi and his methods. Bose resigned as the Congress president, and Nehru's
status in the Congress reached a height previously unattained.This year started a
new phase in Nehru's career, especially after his denial to come to a compromise
with the Muslim League.
With the clouds of World War II looming large in the horizon, Nehru's skill in
international relations would be tested once more. Nehru did not support Bose's
policy of siding with the Axis forces, and intended to extend support to the Allies. In
the mean time, the Second Round Table conference failed and Gandhi launched the
Quit India movement in 1942. Nehru was arrested and was released only in 1945.
By the time the World War II was over and the new Labor Government of Britain
seemed willing to grant India it’s long deserved freedom. However, the British
Government wanted to adopt a policy of waiting and watching the result of the
general elections of 1945.
Nehru was once again at the center of activities.He was arrested.His refusal to
comply with Jinnah's claims made partition inevitable, as Jinnah called for direct
action.Although his fight for Indian freedom stood on the verge of success, Nehru
knew his work was far from over. He had to build a new India and had to guide the
nascent economy towards success.
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Subhas Chandra Bose
Subhas Chandra Bose was most dynamic leader of India`s struggle for
independence.He is more familiar with his name Netaji.His contribution towards
India`s Freedom struggle was of a revolutionary.Subhas Chandra Bose was born on
23rd Jan, 1897 in Cuttack, Orissa, India. From his childhood he was a bright
student and was a topper in the matriculation examination from the whole of
Kolkata province. He graduated from the Scottish Church College in Kolkata with a
First Class degree in Philosophy.Influenced by the teachings of Swami Vivekananda,
he was known for his patriotic zeal as a student. He went to England to fulfil his
parents` desire to appear in the Indian Civil Services. He stood fourth in order of
merit. But he left civil Service`s apprenticeship and joined India`s freedom struggle.
During his service with the Indian National Congress, he was greatly influenced
by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Sri Aurobindo. He did not agree with Gandhiji`s
methods of achieving Independence through non-violence. He believed that the only
way of achieving Independence was by shedding blood. He therefore returned to
Kolkata to work under Chittaranjan Das, the Bengali freedom fighter and co-founder
of the Swaraj Party. He was imprisoned for his revolutionary activities on various
occasions. In 1921, Bose organized a boycott of the celebrations to mark the visit of
the Prince of Wales to India for which he was imprisoned for the first time.
Bose was elected to the post of Chief Executive Officer of the newly constituted
Calcutta Corporation in April 1924. That same year in October, Bose was arrested
on suspicion of terrorism. At first, he was kept in Alipur Jail and later he was exiled
to Mandalay in Burma. Bose was once again arrested on January, 1930. After his
release from jail on September 25, he was elected as the Mayor of the City of
Kolkata.
Netaji was imprisoned eleven times by the British over a span of 20 years either in
India or in Rangoon. During the mid 1930s he was exiled by the British from India
to Europe where he championed India`s cause and aspiration for self-rule before
gatherings and conferences. Throughout his stay in Europe from 1933 to 1936, he
met several European leaders and thinkers. He travelled extensively in India and in
Europe before stating his political opposition to Gandhi. Subhash Chandra Bose
married Emilie Schenkl, an Austrian born national, who was his secretary, in 1937
in German. Bose wrote many letters to Schenkl of which many have been published
in the book "Letters to Emilie Schenkl", edited by Sisir Kumar Bose and Sugata
Bose.
Subhas Chandra Bose became the president of the Haripura Indian National
Congress against the wishes of Gandhiji in 1938. He was elected as the president for
two consecutive terms. Expressing his disagreement with Bose, Gandhi commented
"Subhas` victory is my defeat". Gandhi`s continued opposition led to Netaji`s
resignation from the Working Committee. He was left with no alternative but to form
an independent party, the "All India Forward Bloc".
Modern Indian History (Course II)

Page 42

School of Distance Education

In his call to freedom, Subhas Chandra Bose encouraged full participation of the
Indian Masses to strive for independence. Bose initiated the concept of the "National
Planning Committee" in 1938. His correspondence reveals that despite his clear
dislike for British subjugation, he was deeply impressed by their methodical and
systematic approach and their steadfastly disciplinarian outlook towards life. The
contrast between Gandhi and Bose is captured with reasonable measure in a saying
attributable to him ""If people slap you once, slap them twice". Having failed to
persuade Gandhi for the mass civil disobedience to protest against Viceroy Lord
Linlithgow`s decision to declare war on India`s behalf without consulting the
Congress leadership, he organised mass protests in Kolkata. The disobedience was
calling for the `Holwell Monument` commemorating the Black Hole of Kolkata. He
was thrown in Jail and was released only after a seven-day hunger strike.
Bose`s house in Kolkata was kept under surveillance by the British. With two
pending court cases; he felt that the British would not let him leave the country
before the end of the war. This set the scene for Bose`s escape to Germany, via
Afghanistan and the Soviet Union. In Germany he instituted the Special Bureau for
India under Adam von Trott zu Solz, broadcasting on the German-sponsored Azad
Hind Radio. Here he founded the "Free India Centre" in Berlin, and created the
Indian Legion consisting of some 4500 soldiers who were the Indian prisoners of
war.The soldiers had previously fought for the British in North Africa prior to their
capture by Axis forces.

Workers and Peasants Party
The Workers and Peasants Party (WPP) was a political party in India, which
worked inside the Indian National Congress 1925-1929. It became an important
front organisation for the Communist Party of India and an influential force in the
Bombay labour movement.The party was able to muster some success in making
alliances with other left elements inside the Congress Party, amongst them
Jawaharlal Nehru.However, as the Communist International entered its 'Third
Period' phase, the communists deserted the WPP project. The WPP was wound up,
as its leadership was arrested by the British authorities in March 1929.
Founding of the party
The party was founded in Bengal on November 1, 1925, as the Labour Swaraj
Party of the Indian National Congress.The founding leaders of the party were Kazi
Nazrul Islam, Hemanta Kumar Sarkar, Qutubuddin Ahmad and Shamsuddin
Hussain.The founding manifesto was signed by Kazi Nazrul Islam.During the first
three month of existence, the party organisation was very provisional.
At the All Bengal Praja Conference, held at Krishnagar on February 6, 1926, a
resolution was moved by Faizuddin Hussian Sahib of Mymensingh for the creation of
a workers-peasants party.The move was seconded by Braja Nath Das of Bogra.The
resolution was passed by the conference, and in accordance with this decision the
name of the party was changed to 'Workers and Peasants Party of Bengal'.Dr.Naresh
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Chandra Sengupta was elected party president and Hemanta Kumar Sarkar and
Qutubuddin Ahmad were elected as joint secretaries.
Build-up of the WPPs of Bengal and Bombay
As of 1926, the WPP of Bengal had only 40 members, and its growth in
membership was very slow.A two-room party office was set up at 37, Harrison Road,
Calcutta.British intelligence perceived that the Bengal Jute Workers Association, the
Mymensingh Workers and Peasants Party (with branch in Atia), the Dhakeswari Mill
Workers Union, the Bengal Glass Workers Union, the Scavengers' Union of Bengal
(with branches in Howrah, Dacca and Mymensingh) and the Workers Protection
League were led by the party.
Soon after the 1926 conference of the WPP of Bengal, the underground
Communist Party of India directed its members to join the provincial Workers and
Peasants Parties. All open communist activities were carried out through Workers
and Peasants Parties. The Comintern organiser M.N. Roy took part in the build-up of
the WPP.
A WPP was formed in Bombay in January 1927.D.R.Thengdi was elected president
and S.S.Mirajkar general secretary.The WPPs gained influence within the Bombay
and Bengal Pradesh Congress Committees.From the WPP of Bombay, K.N. Joglekar,
R.S. Nimbkar and D.R. Tengdi were elected to the All India Congress Committee.
From the WPP of Bengal, two party representatives were elected to the AICC.The
WPP representatives together with Nehru were able to convince the AICC to make
the Indian National Congress an associate member of the League against
Imperialism.

Madras Congress
At the 1927 annual Congress session in Madras a leader of the WPP of Bombay,
K.N.Joglekar presented a proposal for a resolution in the Subjects Committee, that
the Indian National Congress should demand full independence for India.The
proposal was seconded by Jawaharlal Nehru. At the open session of the Madras
Congress, Nehru moved the resolution and Joglekar seconded it.The resolution was
passed unanimously. This was the first time in history that the Indian National
Congress officially demanded full independence from British rule. During the
Madras session, the WPP functioned as a fraction. Directly after the Madras
Congress, the WPP took part in a 'Republican Congress' meeting together with other
left elements of the Congress Party and radical trade unionists. Nehru chaired the
meeting.

Trade union struggles
Particularly the WPP of Bombay was successful in mobilising trade union work. It
built unions amongst printing press, municipal and dock workers. It gained
influence amongst the workers of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway.During 1928
the WPP led a general strike in Bombay, which lasted for months.At the time of the
strike, the Girni Kamgar Union was founded.
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Anti-Simon struggle
During the protests against the Simon Commission, the WPP played a major role
in organising manifestations in Calcutta and Bombay.In Bombay it also mobilised
'hartal' (general strike) in protest against the Simon Commission.
1928 Bengal party conference
The WPP of Bengal held its third conference in Bhatpara, in March 1928. After the
conference the executive of the party published the conference documents in a book
titled A Call for Action. In the book an argument is presented that national
independence was not possible as long as capitalists dominated the freedom
struggle.British intelligence sources claimed that Philip Spratt had been the author
of the book.
Formation of WPPs in Punjab and UP
At a conference in Lyallpur in September 1928 the Punjab Kirti Kisan Party
(Workers and Peasants Party of Punjab) was formed by the Kirti group.Chabil Das, a
Lahore propagandist of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha, was elected president of the
party. In October 1928 two WPPs were formed in the United Provinces.One of them
was the Bundelkhand Workers and Peasants Party, with N.L.Kadam as its secretary
and headquartered in Jhansi.The party held its founding conference in Jhansi on
October 28-October 29, 1928.Jhavwala from Bombay presided over the conference.
The other was the U.P. Peasants and Workers Party which was founded at a
conference in Meerut. P.C. Joshi was elected president and Dharamvir Singh was
elected general secretary The Meerut conference was attended by Philip Spratt,
Muzaffar Ahmed and Kedar Nath Sahgol.
All India WPP conference
In late November 1928 the WPP of Bengal executive committee met with Philip
Spratt and Muzaffar Ahmed.They decided to appoint Sohan Singh Josh of the
Punjab Kirti Kisan Party to chair the All India Workers and Peasants Conference, to
be held in Calcutta in December.The provincial WPPs attended All India Workers
and Peasants Conference in Calcutta on December 22-December 24, 1928, at which
the All India Workers and Peasants Party was formed. A 16-member national
executive was elected. The Bengal, Bombay, Punjab and United Provinces were
allocated four seats each in the national executive. Out of these 16, ten were either
identified as CPI members or as 'communists'.R.S. Nimbkar was the general
secretary of the party.The conference discussed an affiliation of the party with the
League against Imperialism.Spratt and Ahmed urged the conference to approve the
affiliation of the party to the League.The conference decision to postpone a decision
on the issue to a later occasion.

1929 Bombay municipal election
The party contested the January 1929 Bombay municipal election, mustering
around 12,500 votes.
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Comintern turns against the WPP
The political fortune of the WPP was to be terminated by changes in policy of the
Communist International. The July 1928 sixth congress of the Communist
International declared that 'The Union of all communist groups and individuals
scattered throughout the country into a single, illegal, independent and centralized
party represent the first task for Indian communists.' This was a statement made in
opposition to the building of the 'multi-class' WPP.The new line was promoted at the
congress by the Finnish communist Otto Kuusinen.In his report, he stated that it
was 'necessary to reject the formation of any kind of bloc between the Communist
Party and the national-reformist opposition' in the colonies. Moreover, he claimed
that parties like WPP could develop into petty bourgeois parties. Leon Trotsky
concurred with this view. In June 1928, he had submitted a document which called
WPP an invention of Joseph Stalin and that the party was a 'thoroughly anti-Marxist
formation'.Abani Mukherji, a founding member of CPI, had described WPP as a
'Kuomintang Party' and that WPP 'is accumulating by itself the elements of future
Indian Fascism.'.S.N.Tagore and the delegates of the Communist Party of Great
Britain argued for retaining the WPP.This declaration created confusion amongst the
communist ranks in India.On December 2, 1928, the Executive Committee of the
Communist International had drafted a letter to the WPP, which singled out the WPP
as consisting '...largely of petit-bourgeois intellectuals, and they were tied up with
either the system of landlordism and usury or straight away capitalist interests.' The
letter did however take long time to reach the WPP.The Tenth Plenum of the ECCI,
July 3-July 19, 1929, directed the Indian communists to break with WPP. When the
communists deserted it, the WPP fell apart.

Meerut Conspiracy case
On March 20, 1929, arrests against WPP, CPI and other labour leaders were made
in several parts of India, in what became known as the Meerut Conspiracy Case.
Most of the WPP leadership was now put behind bars. The trial proceedings were to
last for four years, thus outliving the WPP. Tengdi, the WPP of Bombay president,
died whilst the trial was still going on.S.S. Mirajkar stated in his defense that:"It has
already been pointed out to the Court that the Workers' and Peasants' Party was a
party inaugurated with a view to establish national independence through
revolution."
Abdul Majid on his behalf stated that:"If there is any resemblance between the
Communist Party and the Workers' and Peasants' Party is that the immediate
programme of the former and the ultimate programme of the latter is one and the
same ... As both are revolutionary bodies it is necessary that their national
revolutionary programme should resemble each other."
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The judgement in the case was ended with the following passage:
"As to the progress made in this conspiracy its main achievements have been the
establishment of Workers and Peasant Parties in Bengal, Bombay and Punjab and
the U.P., but perhaps of deeper gravity was the hold that the members of the
Bombay Party acquired over the workers in the textile industry in Bombay as shown
by the extent of the control which they exercised during the strike of 1928 and the
success they were achieving in pushing forward a thoroughly revolutionary policy in
the Girni Kamgar Union after the strike came to an end."After the arrests of its main
leaders, the WPP was dissolved.
Policies
The founding manifesto of the Labour Swaraj Party stressed that the party was
organised on the basis of class struggle, for the liberation of the masses.The party
combined demand for full independence with socio-economic demands.In 1927, the
WPP of Bombay presented a programme of action to the All India Congress
Committee.The programme proposed struggle for full independence combined with
active socio-economic policies for the toiling classes.The WPP of Bengal had
submitted a manifesto the Madras Congress session, which sought that the
Congress should engage in mass struggles for full independence and that a
Constituent Assembly should determine the constitution of an independent
India.The party also worked for the abolishment of 'zamindari' system in agriculture.
Publications
The organ of the Labour Swaraj Party, and later the WPP of Bengal, was Langal
('Plough'). The chief editor of Langal was Kazi Nazrul Islam and the editor was
Manibhusan Mukhopadhaya. Langal stopped publication after 15 issues. On August
12, 1926 it was substituted by Ganavani. In 1928, the party also had a weekly Hindi
organ, Lal Nishan ('Red Flag'). A weekly newspaper in Kushtia, Jagaran
(‘awakening'), was politically close to the party.In Punjab the publication Kirti
('Worker') had been started in 1926 by Santokh Singh of the Ghadar Party.Soon it
became the organ of the Punjab Kirti Kisan Party and managed by Sohan Singh
Josh.

COMMUNAL AWARD
When the Indian leadership failed to come up with a constitutional solution of the
communal issue, the British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald announced his own
formula for solving the problem. He said that he was not only a Prime Minister of
Britain but was also a friend of the Indians and thus wanted to solve the problems of
his friends.
After the failure of the Second Round Table conference, Mr. MacDonald announced
the ‘Communal Award’ on August 16, 1932. According to the Award, the right of
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separate electorate was not only given to the Muslims of India but also to all the
minority communities in the country. The Award also declared untouchables as a
minority and thus the Hindu depressed classes were given a number of special
seats, to be filled from special depressed class electorates in the area where their
voters were concentrated.Under the Communal Award, the principle of weightage
was also maintained with some modifications in the Muslim minority provinces.
Principle of weightage was also applied for Europeans in Bengal and Assam, Sikhs in
the Punjab and North West Frontier Province, and Hindus in Sindh and North West
Frontier Province.
Though the Muslims constituted almost 56 percent of the total population of
Punjab, they were given only 86 out of 175 seats in the Punjab Assembly. The
Muslim majority of 54.8 percent in Punjab was thus reduced to a minority. The
formula favored the Sikhs of Punjab and the Europeans of Bengal the most.
The Award was not popular with any Indian party. Muslims were not happy with
the Communal Award, as it has reduced their majority in Punjab and Bengal to a
minority. Yet they were prepared to accept it. In its annual session held in November
1933, the All India Muslim League passed a resolution that reads; “Though the
decision falls far short of the Muslim demands, the Muslims have accepted it in the
best interest of the country, reserving to themselves the right to press for the
acceptance of all their demands.”
On the other hand, the Hindus refused to accept the awards and decided to
launch a campaign against it. For them it was not possible to accept the
Untouchables as a minority.They organized the Allahabad Unity Conference in which
they demanded for the replacement of separate electorates by joint electorates.Many
nationalist Muslims and Sikhs also participated in the conference.The Congress also
rejected the Award in Toto.Gandhi protested against the declaration of Untouchables
as a minority and undertook a fast unto death. He also held meetings with the
Untouchable leadership for the first time and try to convince them that they were
very much part of the mainstream Hindu society. He managed to sign the Poona
Pact with Dr.B.R. Ambedker, the leader of Untouchables in which the Congress met
many of the Untouchables’ demands.

Poona Pact of 1932
Poona Pact of 1932 is an agreement between the untouchables or depressed
classes of India and the Hindus.Dr. B.R.Ambedkar led the depressed class.The
Poona Pact took place at Yerawada Jail in Pune, Maharashtra on 24th September,
1932.During the first Round Table Conference, Ambedkar favored the move of the
British Government to provide separate electorate for the oppressed classes as was
done in case of other minorities like Muslims, Sikh etc. The British invited various
Indian leaders in Round Table Conferences during 1930-32 to draft a new
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constitution involving self rule for native Indians. Mahatma Gandhi did not attend
the first Round Table but was present in the later ones. Gandhiji strongly opposed
the proposal of separate electorate for the depressed classes as he thought that it
would disintegrate Hindu society. He went for an indefinite hunger strike starting
from September 20,1932 against the decision of the then British Prime Minister
J.Ramsay Mac Donald. Mr. Ramsay granted communal award to the depressed
classes as he gave them separate position in the constitution for governance of
British
India.
The whole country was agitated at the health concern of Mahatma Gandhi.A mass
upsurge generated in India to save the life of Gandhiji. Ambedkar was put in a great
pressure and he was forced to soften his stand.The compromise between the leaders
of caste Hindu and the depressed classes were achieved when Dr. B.R.Ambedkar
signed the Poona Pact on September 24, 1932.The resolution was announced in a
public meeting on September 25 in Bombay, which confirmed-" henceforth, amongst
Hindus no one shall be regarded as an untouchable by reason of his birth and they
will have the same rights in all the social institutions as the other Hindus have".This
was a landmark step for Dalit movement in India that gave share to the Dalits in the
political empowerment of democratic India.
The following text represents the agreement achieved between the leaders acting
on behalf of the oppressed classes and of rest of the community, regarding the
position of that particular class in the legislature and certain other matters involved
with their welfare.
1.There shall be reserved seats for the depressed classes out of general electorate
seats in the provincial legislature as follows- Madras 30; Bombay with Sind 25;
Punjab 8; Bihar and Orissa 18; Central Provinces 20; Assam 7; Bengal 30; United
Provinces 20. Total 148.These figures are based on the Prime Minister`s (British)
decision.
2. Election to these seats shall be by joint electorate subjects by the following
procedures - the members of the depressed classes formed the Electoral College,
which was in liberty to elect the panel of the depressed classes. Voting system was
taken into consideration then. The legislature pointed out that the method of the
single vote and four persons getting the highest number of votes in such primary
elections shall be the candidates for election by the general electorate.
3. The symbol of the Depressed Classes in the Central Legislature shall be based on
the principle of joint electorates and reserved seats by the method of primary
election in the manner provided for in clause above for their representation in the
provincial legislatures.
4) In the Central Legislature eighteen per cent of the seats allotted to the general
electorate for British India in the said legislature shall be reserved for the Depressed
Classes.
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5) The system of primary election to a panel of candidates for election to the Central
and Provincial Legislatures as herein-before mentioned shall come to an end after
the first ten years, unless terminated sooner by mutual agreement under the
provision of clause 6 below.
6) The system of representation of Depressed Classes by reserved seats in the
Provincial and Central Legislatures as provided for in clauses (1) and (4) shall
continue until determined otherwise by mutual agreement between the communities
concerned in this settlement.
7) The Franchise for the Central and Provincial Legislatures of the Depressed
Classes shall be as indicated, in the Lothian Committee Report.
8) There shall be no disabilities attached to any one on the ground of his being a
member of the Depressed Classes in regard to any election to local bodies or
appointment to the public services. Every endeavour shall be made to secure a fair
representation of the Depressed Classes in these respects, subject to such
educational qualifications as may be laid down for appointment to the Public
Services.
9) In every province out of the educational grant an adequate sum shall be earmarked for providing educational facilities to the members of Depressed Classes.
Emergence of the Communist Party of India
The Communist Party of India was founded in Tashkent on October 17, 1920,
soon after the Second Congress of the Communist International. The founding
members of the party were M.N. Roy, Evelina Trench Roy (Roy's wife), Abani
Mukherji, Rosa Fitingof (Abani's wife), Mohammad Ali (Ahmed Hasan), Mohammad
Shafiq Siddiqui and M.P.B.T. Acharya.
The CPI began efforts to build a party organisation inside India. Roy made contacts
with Anushilan and Jugantar groups in Bengal.Small communist groups were
formed in Bengal (led by Muzaffar Ahmed), Bombay (led by S.A. Dange), Madras (led
by Singaravelu Chettiar), United Provinces (led by Shaukat Usmani) and Punjab (led
by Ghulam Hussain). However, only Usmani became a CPI party member.
During the 1920s and beginning of 1930s the party was badly organized, and in
practice there were several communist groups working with limited national
coordination.The British colonial authorities had banned all communist activity,
which made the task of building a united party very difficult.Between 1921 and 1924
there were four conspiracy trials against the communist movement; First Peshawar
Conspiracy Case, Second Peshawar Conspiracy Case, Moscow Conspiracy Case and
the Cawnpore Bolshevik Conspiracy Case.In the first three cases, Russian-trained
muhajir communists were put on trial. However, the Cawnpore trial had more
political impact. On March 17, 1924, M.N. Roy, S.A. Dange, Muzaffar Ahmed, Nalini
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Gupta, Shaukat Usmani, Singaravelu Chettiar, Ghulam Hussain and R.C. Sharma
were charged, in Cawnpore (now spelt Kanpur) Bolshevik Conspiracy case.The
specific charge was that they as communists were seeking "to deprive the King
Emperor of his sovereignty of British India, by complete separation of India from
imperialistic Britain by a violent revolution."Pages of newspapers daily splashed
sensational communist plans and people for the first time learned such a large scale
about communism and its doctrines and the aims of the Communist International in
India.
Singaravelu Chettiar was released on account of illness. M.N. Roy was in Germany
and R.C. Sharma in French Pondicherry, and therefore could not be arrested.
Ghulam Hussain confessed that he had received money from the Russians in Kabul
and was pardoned. Muzaffar Ahmed, Nalini Gupta, Shaukat Usmani and Dange
were sentenced for various terms of imprisonment.This case was responsible for
actively introducing communism to a larger Indian audience. Dange was released
from prison in 1925.
On December 25, 1925 a communist conference was organized in Kanpur.Colonial
authorities estimated that 500 persons took part in the conference.The conference
was convened by a man called Satyabhakta. At the conference Satyabhakta argued
for a 'national communism' and against subordination under Comintern.Being
outvoted by the other delegates, Satyabhakta left both the conference venue in
protest.The conference adopted the name 'Communist Party of India'. Groups such
as LKPH dissolved into the unified CPI.The émigré CPI, which probably had little
organic character anyway, was effectively substituted by the organization now
operating inside India.Soon after the 1926 conference of the Workers and Peasants
Party of Bengal, the underground CPI directed its members to join the provincial
Workers and Peasants Parties. All open communist activities were carried out
through Workers and Peasants Parties.
The sixth congress of the Communist International met in 1928. In 1927 the
Kuomintang had turned on the Chinese communists, which led to a review of the
policy on forming alliances with the national bourgeoisie in the colonial countries.
The Colonial theses of the 6th Comintern congress called upon the Indian
communists to combat the 'national-reformist leaders' and to 'unmask the national
reformism of the Indian National Congress and oppose all phrases of the Swarajists,
Gandhists, etc. about passive resistance'.The congress did however some
differentiation between the character of the Chinese Kuomintang and the Indian
Swarajist Party, considering the latter as neither a reliable ally nor a direct enemy.
The congress called on the Indian communists to utilize the contradictions between
the national bourgeoisie and the British imperialists. The congress also denounced
the WPP.The Tenth Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International, July 3, 1929 – July 19, 1929, directed the Indian communists to
break with WPP. When the communists deserted it, the WPP fell apart.
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On March 20, 1929, arrests against WPP, CPI and other labour leaders were made
in several parts of India, in what became known as the Meerut Conspiracy Case. The
communist leadership was now put behind bars. The trial proceedings were to last
for four years. As of 1934, the main centres of activity of CPI were Bombay; Calcutta
and Punjab.The party had also begun extending its activities to Madras. A group of
Andhra and Tamil students, amongst them P. Sundarayya, were recruited to the CPI
by Amir Hyder Khan.
The party was reorganised in 1933, after the communist leaders from the Meerut
trials were released. A central committee of the party was set up. In 1934 the party
was accepted as the Indian section of the Communist International.When Indian
leftwing elements formed the Congress Socialist Party in 1934, the CPI branded it as
Social Fascist.
In connection with the change of policy of the Comintern toward Popular Front
politics, the Indian communists changed their relation to the Indian National
Congress.The communists joined the Congress Socialist Party, which worked as the
left wing of Congress.Through joining CSP the CPI accepted the CSP demand for
Constituent Assembly, which it had denounced two years before.The CPI however
analysed that the demand for Constituent Assembly would not be a substitute for
soviets.
In July 1937, the first Kerala unit of CPI was founded at a clandestine meeting in
Calicut.Five persons were present at the meeting, E.M.S. Namboodiripad, Krishna
Pillai, N.C.Sekhar, K. Damodaran and S.V. Ghate. The first four were members of
the CSP in Kerala. The latter, Ghate, was a CPI Central Committee member, who
had arrived from Madras. Contacts between the CSP in Kerala and the CPI had
begun in 1935, when P. Sundarayya (CC member of CPI, based in Madras at the
time) met with EMS and Krishna Pillai. Sundarayya and Ghate visited Kerala at
several times and met with the CSP leaders there.The contacts were facilitated
through the national meetings of the Congress, CSP and All India Kisan Sabha.
In 1936-1937, the cooperation between socialists and communists reached its
peak.At the 2nd congress of the CSP, held in Meerut in January 1936, a thesis was
adopted which declared that there was a need to build 'a united Indian Socialist
Party based on Marxism-Leninism'. At the 3rd CSP congress, held in Faizpur, several
communists were included into the CSP National Executive Committee.
In Kerala communists won control over CSP, and for a brief period controlled
Congress there. Two communists, E.M.S. Namboodiripad and Z.A. Ahmed, became
All India joint secretaries of CSP.The CPI also had two other members inside the CSP
executive.On the occasion of the 1940 Ramgarh Congress Conference CPI released a
declaration called Proletarian Path, which sought to utilize the weakened state of the
British Empire in the time of war and gave a call for general strike, no-tax, no-rent
policies and mobilising for an armed revolution uprising.The National Executive of
the CSP assembled at Ramgarh took a decision that all communists were expelled
from CSP.
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In July 1942, the CPI was legalised.Communists strengthened their control over
the All India Trade Union Congress.At the same time; communists were politically
cornered for their opposition to the Quit India Movement.CPI contested the
Provincial Legislative Assembly elections of 1946 of its own. It had candidates in 108
out of 1585 seats. It won in eight seats. In total the CPI vote counted 666 723, which
should be seen with the backdrop that 86% of the adult population of India lacked
voting rights.The party had contested three seats in Bengal, and won all of them.
One CPI candidate, Somanth Lahiri, was elected to the Constituent Assembly.In
1946 the party launched the Tebhaga movement in Bengal, a militant campaign
against feudalism.
During the period around and directly following Independence in 1947, the
internal situation in the party was chaotic. The party shifted rapidly between leftwing and right-wing positions. In February, 1948, at the 2nd Party Congress in
Calcutta, B.T. Ranadive (BTR) was elected General Secretary of the party.The
conference adopted the 'Programme of Democratic Revolution'.This programme
included the first mention of struggle against caste injustice in a CPI document.
In several areas the party led armed struggles against a series of local monarchs
that were reluctant to give up their power. Such insurgencies took place in Tripura,
Telangana and Kerala. The most important rebellion took place in Telangana,
against the Nizam of Hyderabad. The Communists built up a people's army and
militia and controlled an area with a population of three million.The rebellion was
brutally crushed and the party abandoned the policy of armed struggle.BTR was
deposed and denounced as a 'left adventurist'.
In the general elections in 1957, the CPI emerged as the largest opposition
party.In 1957, the CPI won the state elections in Kerala.This was the first time that
an opposition party won control over an Indian state.E.M.S.Namboodiripad became
Chief Minister.At the 1957 international meeting of Communist parties in Moscow,
the Communist Party of China directed criticism at the CPI for having formed a
ministry in Kerala.
A serious rift within the party surfaced in 1962. One reason was the Sino-Indian
War, where a faction of the Indian Communists backed the position of the Indian
government, while other sections of the party claimed that it was a conflict between
a socialist and a capitalist state, and thus took a pro-Chinese position. There were
three
factions
in
the
party
"internationalists",
"centrists",
and
"nationalists"."Internationalists", including B.T.Ranadive, P.Sundarayya, P.C.Joshi,
Makineni Basavapunnaiah, Jyoti Basu, and Harkishan Singh Surjeet, supported the
Chinese stand. The "nationalists", including prominent leaders such as S.A. Dange,
A.K.Gopalan backed India."Centrists" took a neutral view; Ajoy Ghosh was the
prominent person in the centrist faction. In general, most of Bengal Communist
leaders supported China and most others supported India.Hundreds of CPI leaders,
accused of being pro-Chinese, were imprisoned. Some of the nationalists were also
imprisoned, as they used to express their opinion only in party forums, and CPI's
official stand was pro-China.Ideological differences lead to the split in the party in
1964 when two different party conferences were held, one of CPI and one of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist).
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FORMATION OF ALL INDIA KISAN SABHA
All India Kisan Sabha is the peasant or farmers' wing of the Communist Party of
India. The Kisan Sabha movement started in Bihar under the leadership of Swami
Sahajanand Saraswati, who had formed in 1929 the Bihar Provincial Kisan Sabha
(BPKS) to mobilise peasant grievances against the zamindari attacks on their
occupancy rights.
Gradually the peasant movement intensified and spread across the rest of India.
All these radical developments on the peasant front culminated in the formation of
the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) at the Lucknow session of the Indian National
Congress in April 1936, with Swami Sahajanand Saraswati elected as its first
president. The other prominent members of this Sabha were N.G. Ranga, Ram
Manohar Lohia, Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya Narendra Dev and Bankim Mukerji,
and it involved prominent leaders like N.G. Ranga, E.M.S. Namboodiripad, Pandit
Karyanand Sharma, Pandit Yamuna Karjee, Pandit Yadunandan (Jadunandan)
Sharma, Rahul Sankrityayan, P. Sundarayya, Ram Manohar Lohia, and Bankim
Mukerji. The Kisan Manifesto, released in August 1936, demanded abolition of the
zamindari system and cancellation of rural debts; in October 1937 it adopted the red
flag as its banner. Soon, its leaders became increasingly distant with Congress and
repeatedly came in confrontation with Congress governments, in Bihar and United
Province.
In the subsequent years, the movement was increasingly dominated by Socialists
and Communists as it moved away from the Congress. By the 1938 Haripura
session of the Congress, under the presidency of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the
rift became evident and, by May 1942, the Communist Party of India, which was
finally legalized by the government in July 1942, had taken over AIKS all across
India, including Bengal where its membership grew considerably. It took on the
Communist Party's line of People's War and stayed away from the Quit India
Movement which started in August 1942, though this also meant losing its popular
base. Many of its members defied party orders and joined the movement. Prominent
members like N.G. Ranga, Indulal Yagnik and Swami Sahajananda soon left the
organization, which increasingly found it difficult to approach the peasants without
the watered-down approach of pro-British and pro-war, and increasing its pronationalist agenda, much to the dismay of the British Raj which always though
Communists would help them in countering the nationalist movement.
The Communist Party of India (CPI) split into two in 1964; following this, so did
the All India Kisan Sabha, which each faction affiliated to the splinters.
Government of India Act, 1935
The Montague-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 had brought a large scale
discontentment among the people of India.The Non-Cooperation Movement launched
by Gandhi had fanned the fire of this discontentment.In order to give some
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concession to Indians in the field of administration, the Government of India Act,
1935 was designed on the basis of the recommendation of Simon Commission. It
envisaged an administrative set-up for India such as:
1. A Federal government would be established in India with the inclusion of the
native States.
2. Diarchy introduced by the Act Of 1919 should be abolished from the State and
established in the Centre.
3. The provinces would be given complete autonomy and the administrative subjects
divided into three lists i.e. Federal List that included the subjects assigned to the
Central Government; the Provincial List that consisted of all the subjects under the
sole jurisdiction of the provinces and finally, the Concurrent List upon whose
subjects both the Centre and Provinces would exercise their combined authority.
4. A Federal Court was established at the Centre.
Besides these main provisions, it also contained the provisions of the formation of
the provinces of Sindh and Orissa, separate and communal electorate system with
reduction of the qualification of voters; separation of Burma and Aden from India
and so on.Accordingly, the Home Government in England was reformed. The Indian
Council was abolished and a few advisers varying from 3 to 6 were appointed to
advise the Secretary of States in his policy formulation towards India. The Secretary
was normally not expected to poke his nose in the Indian affairs which were to be
carried on by Governors.
Further, a High Commission was to be appointed by the Viceroy of India for a
period of five years.Coming to the Federal Government, the Viceroy remained its
head.He exercised a wide range of power concerning administration, legislation and
finance.
The Act had created provisions for Reserved Subjects which were looked after by
Viceroy through Executive Councilors and transferred Subjects through the Indian
ministers, not more than 10 in number selected from the Legislature.Thus, this
system of Diarchy was fully introduced in the Centre. At the Centre the Federal
Legislature consisted of two Houses, the Council of States and Federal Assembly
consisting of 260 and 375 members respectively. The Council of States (Upper
House) was permanent body whose one-third members retired every year.
In case of the Provincial Government, the Governor carried on the administration
with the help of a Council of Ministers selected by him from among the members of
the Provincial Legislature. Of course, the composition of the Provincial Legislature
was different in several Provinces.The Legislatures of U.P., Bihar, Assam, Bengal,
Madras and Bombay consisted of two Houses - the Legislative Assembly and the
Legislative Council whereas in other provinces, it consisted of one House
i.e.Legislative Assembly. The members of these Houses varied from Province to
Province.
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The India Act of 1935 was sugarcoated quinine as was apparent from the very
beginning. Though it introduced Diarchy in the Centre and autonomy in the
Province but the power of the elected or nominated members were limited. Further,
it fanned the fire of communalism by retaining separate reserved electorates. In
actual practice, this Act did not create scope for the self-experience of the Indian
Legislators as they enjoyed only limited powers.On the other hand, the India Act,
1935 had its merits too. It introduced Diarchy in the Centre and granted provincial
autonomy. It also created field for some practical experiences on the part of Indian
leaders. In the ensuing election of 1936-37, the All-India Congress gained majority
in Madras, Bombay, Central Provinces, U.P., Bihar and Orissa. In Assam and northwestern frontier, it became the largest single party.
Similarly, the Muslim League got absolute majority in Sindh. The legislators got
experience in forming ministry in these provinces. The most important fact regarding
the achievement of the Act can be stated that the political experience ingenerated in
the minds of the Indian leaders went a long way in making the people of India
conscious for their political liberty which they achieved in 1947.
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS
The Provincial Elections of 1936-37 was a leading event which highlighted the
clashing powers of both Indian National Congress and the Muslim League. Though
the terms of the Government of India Act was not acceptable to both the parties yet
both chose to contest the election which would help them to assess the view of the
common mass and the popular acceptance of the parties. As such the parties
depended on the outcome of the election to read the reaction of the common man
towards the prevailing political upheaval.

Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935
The provincial elections came as a result of the provision made in the Government
of India Act of 1935 which stated that an electorate of nearly 36 million as compared
to 7 million in 1920, representing 30 percent of the adult population, would elect
1585 representatives for the provincial legislature. This created excitement among
all the Indian political parties who considered it to be the first constitutionally
responsible effort made by the British government towards India making India
constitutionally more responsible .The Act envisaged that the party which will win
the majority of seats in the legislature will form the ministry that will function on
collective responsibility.
The Outcome of the Provincial Election in 1936-1937
The Provincial Elections which came as an outcome of the Government of India Act
of 1935 was contested by both the parties with an expectation to have a chance for
creating one`s own government with their own representatives.In spite of their
personal contentions over the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935 these
Modern Indian History (Course II)

Page 56

School of Distance Education

parties decided to prepare the agenda for elections and contest it with utmost
sincerity.The election manifesto of both the parties showed a lot of differences.While
the manifesto of Muslim League was vague and could hardly impress its community
with any particular promise except the concern showed towards the Muslim
community for their religious rights which it claims to protect, further asks for the
repeal of all the repressive laws, reduction of cost of administration, social, economic
as well as political upliftment of the Muslim communities.
The election manifesto of the Congress, on the other hand, had been quite clear.
As drafted by Jawaharlal Nehru it was more specific in which it rejected `the new
constitution to its entirety`. It further presented the growing mass support of the
people and the role played by them in participating in the freedom struggle.
The election showed the popular strength of Indian National Congress all over the
country.Out of 1161 seats it won 716 seats and secured a clear majority in almost
six provinces out of eleven provinces in British India. It emerged as one of the largest
party winning the majority of three large states of India. Congress fared best in the
state of Uttar Pradesh where it secured 133 out of 288 seats, in Bihar 95 out of 152,
in Bombay (now Mumbai) 88 out of 175 ,in Central Province 71 out of 112, in
Madras (now Chennai) and Orissa it gained 150 out of 215 seats and 36 out of 60
seats respectively. The success of Congress in North West Frontier Province
shattered the Muslim League.The League also fared badly in Muslim majority
provinces like Bengal.Out of 117 seats it won 38, in Punjab 2 out of 84 and in Sindh
3 out of 33.
Thus the election results exhibited the popularity of the Congress where the
Muslim League could stand in no competition.However, even after winning
popularity none of the parties could claim the Muslim representation as in case of
Congress the election results could only show its popularity but not popular
representation.
EXERCISES
1. Discuss the Genesis and nature of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact and account for its
failure.
2. Explain Gandhian Methods and Strategies.
3. Describe the Role of Jawaharlal Nehru in the Freedom Srtruggle of India.
4. Write a Short note on Communal Award.
5. Critically examine the main provisions of the Act of 1935.
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UNIT-III
TOWARDS FREEDOM
SECOND WORLD WAR AND INDIAN NATIONALISTS
In September 1939, the Second World War broke out. Indian opinion was not
sought but the British government dragged India in the war as a party. Britain
which claimed to be fighting for freedom had destroyed the freedom of the Indian
people and had dragged India into the war.But India cannot associate herself in a
war said to be for democratic freedom, when that very freedom is denied to her.The
Congress demanded the establishment of an Indian government responsible to the
Central Legislative Assembly.The British government did not agree even to this.
In November 1939, the Congress resigned in protest. In October 1940, the
Individual Satyagraha was launched by Gandhiji. Vinoba Bhave was chosen as the
first person to offer the Satyagraha. Within six months about 25,000 persons were in
jail.At this time Germany attacked U.S.S.R and Japan attacked the U.S.naval station
at Pearl Harbor, and started advancing in South East Asia.These developments led
to the widening of the war into a world war.
Indian national leaders were opposed to fascism and condemned it as the enemy of
the freedom. Many countries, allies against fascism, put pressure on the British
government to concede the demand of the Indian people. In March 1942, Sir Stafford
Cripps came to India to hold talks with the Indian leaders, which failed because the
British were not willing to promise independence to India.At last, in August, 1942,
Gandhiji gave forth the slogan 'Quit India'. The Congress passed a resolution on 8th
August 1942, which mentioned the 'immediate ending of British rule in India'. The
day after the resolution was passed, the Congress was banned and all the important
leaders were pushed behind the bars.
After the arrest of the leaders, there were spontaneous demonstrations all over
India.The government tried to suppress the demonstrations. Hundreds of people
were killed and over 70,000 persons arrested. In 1941, Subhash Chandra Bose had
escaped from India and had reached Germany.In July 1943 he came to
Singapore.The Indian National Army was organised from among the Indian soldiers
who had been taken prisoner by the Japanese.In 1944, three units of Indian
National Army along with Japanese troops moved into the Imphal Kohima.Though
the attempt to liberate India failed, the activities of Subhash Chandra Bose and the
INA served to strengthen the anti-imperialist struggle in India.
Quit India Movement
Quit India Movement which took place in the month of August has been one of
the most popular mass movements during the freedom struggle of India.With the
failure of Cripps Mission the political situation had worsened leaving every
individual with full of frustration and disgust. People in total frustration eagerly
waited for one such popular movement which could bring a complete end to
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Imperialism in India. It was at this moment when Congress under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi called for Quit India Movement which turned out to be the most
popular mass movement engulfing every section of the society.
Quit India Movement was one of the active actions taken by the Indian National
Congress passed through the resolutions of July and August 1942 insisting for an
immediate independence for India. Against the background of Cripps Mission and
the compulsive inclusion of India in the war the political scenario in India had
worsened .As such if Congress was to keep its promises for an independent India ,
the time has come when Congress was to give a final blow to British paramount in
India.
In July, Congress passed a resolution demanding immediate end of British rule in
India. The resolution gave a brief account of the efforts made by the congress to
convince the British Rulers of the necessity to make India free not only for the
benefit for India but for the safety of the world as well as the end of Nazism,
Fascism, militarism and other forms of imperialism all over the world.It further
claimed that it had no intentions to humiliate the Allied Powers and so appealed the
British Rule to withdraw its rule from India as soon as possible. It further reiterated
its efforts to solve the ever existing the communal drifts and cooperate with the
efforts of United Nations to create a peaceful world .As such if the government fails
to grant the demands of the Congress then it will compel the party to go for a mass
movement on the non violence basis which will gather all its non violent strength as
collected since 1920 and organize a mass civil disobedience movement.
The July Resolution was purposely neglected by the government who now blamed
the demands as wrong timed.This forced the Indian National Congress to pass
another resolution in August 1942, which took the July resolution as the basis for
the new resolution.The Resolution for Quit India was made in the Bombay (now
Mumbai) session of Congress held in 8th August, 1942 .The agenda of the resolution
declared that the committee resolves to sanction for the vindication of India`s
alienable right to freedom and independence, the starting of a mass struggle on the
non - violent lines on the widest possible scale so that the country must utilize all
non violent strength which it has gathered since last twenty years.The committee
placed the entire movement under Gandhi`s leadership and it was expected that
with launching of the movement every man and woman who will be participating the
movement must function within four general instruction of the party. In his famous
`Do or Die` speech Gandhi declared four parameters of the Quit India Movement firstly forget the differences between the Hindus and the Muslims and think yourself
as an Indian only; secondly realize that our quarrel is not with the British people but
with Imperialism under which they function; thirdly feel from today that you are a
free man and not a dependent; and fourthly Do or Die, either free India or in the
attempt.
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In spite of his passing of the resolution he declared that the struggle has yet not
started and it will commence only after he meets the Viceroy with these demands.He
appealed to all the journalists, civil servants, princes, soldiers and students to
realize their responsibility towards the nation and participate if they wish to see
India free on the non - violent means.
Reaction of British to the Movement.
The attitude of the British Government had also changed which now wanted to
suppress every movement which will hamper its war image .As a result the quit
India resolution was passed on 8th August and by 24 hours on 9 August Gandhi
and all prominent leaders were arrested.Congress was declared an illegal party and
simultaneous
arrests
took
place
all
over
the
country.
Quit India Movement has been popularly divided into three phases .The first phase
started from the day of Gandhi`s arrest.The news of Quit India Movement and
Gandhi`s arrest took the people unaware but the reaction was spontaneous.All the
major cities of India which included Bombay (now Mumbai), Calcutta (now Kolkata),
Bangalore, Ahmedabad, Patna and many more cities faced hartals and the entire
nation came to a stand still. Government`s reaction was repressive which began with
indiscriminate firing and mass arrest.
The second phase began from the middle of August when the, focus shifted from
the center to the out skirts where mobs began to attack the court buildings. Places
like Eastern parts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Midnapore in West Bengal , parts of
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Orissa where infuriated mobs tried to set up parallel
governments though short lived and unsuccessful.
The large suppressions executed by the government helped the people to organize
the third phase of the movement which entered its longest and most formidable
phase. This was characterized by the terrorist activities of the educated youth and
was directed against communications and police confrontations, occasionally rising
to the level of guerrilla warfare. In Bombay (now Mumbai), Poona, Satara, Baroda,
parts of Kerela, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh underground organizations became
active. Government atrocities crossed all limits but failed to restrict the movement
from reaching its climax.
On the other side the war also came in favour of Allied powers .This made the
secretary of State to condemn the Congress as growing revolutionary under Gandhi
which aimed at crippling the government. As the government continued to blame
Mahatma Gandhi for the violence taking place after the declaration of Quit India
Movement, Gandhi gave an ultimatum with a 21 days fasting which began in 10th
February 1943 and ended in 3rd March.Its main purpose was to draw world`s
attention towards India cause.
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Overall the Quit India Movement was successful in breaking the myth o f the
government that it was the most popularly accepted government and that it was run
by the majority of people who were loyal to the crown. Turning out to be the most
popular movement in the freedom struggle for India this movement saw participation
from all sections of people.
Indian National Army
Indian National Army, also known as the Azad Hind Fauj, was formed for the
liberation of India from the British rule.It was formed in South-East Asia in the year
1942 by pioneering Indian Nationalists and prisoners who wanted to throw off the
yoke of foreign domination and liberate the country.The INA was initially formed
under Mohan Singh, after the fall of Singapore, the captain in the 1/14th Punjab
Regiment in the British Army. However, the first INA under Mohan Singh collapsed
and finally it was revived under the leadership of Subash Chandra Bose in 1943.
Bose`s army was declared as the Azri Hukumat e Azad Hind.Indian National Army
emerged along with Mahatma Gandhi`s peaceful resistance movement within India.
In contrast to Mahatma Gandhi, Bose advocated a more aggressive confrontation
with the British authorities.
Origin of Indian National Army.
INA was formed during the first world war when the Ghadar Party and the
emergence form of the Indian Independence League planned to rebel in the British
Indian Army from the Punjab through Bengal to Hong Kong. However, this plan met
with failure after the information was leaked to British Intelligence. During the
Second World War, the plan to fight the British found revival and a number of
leaders and movements were initiated. These included the various "liberation
armies" which were formed in as well as with the help of Italy, Germany as well as in
South-east Asia. Thus in South East Asia the concept of the Indian National Army
emerged. It was supported by the Japanese 15th army and led by Bose.
Composition of the Indian National Army
Indian National Army had many valued freedom fighters that helped in the battles.
They all had a brilliant background and fought for a similar cause, freedom of
India.The INA freedom fighters were from every sphere ranging from barristers to
plantation workers.The revival of the Indian National Army was done by Subhash
Chandra Bose.
Most of the people who joined the army had no prior military experience and thus
to ensure a well-trained army, Bose established an Officers Training School for INA
officers and the Azad School for the civilian volunteers Many youth were also sent to
the Imperial Military Academy in Japan for advanced training. Every soldier was
required to spend about six to eight hours of training daily.The training included
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physical training, army drill and handling arms such as rifles, pistols, hand
grenades and bayonets. The soldiers also attended lectures of Indian and world
history and military subjects like map reading as well as signalling.
Battles of Indian National Army
The battles that were fought by the Indian National Army during World War II were
fought in the South-East Asian region. The operations include Malayan Campaign in
1942 as well as Burma Campaign. The operations of the INA involved the battle of
Imphal, Kohima, Pokoku and Irrawady River operations. It began a long march over
land and on foot towards Bangkok, along with Subash Chandra Bose. At the time of
Japan`s surrender in September 1945, Bose left for Manchuria to attempt to contact
the advancing Soviet troops, and was reported to have died in an air crash near
Taiwan. On the other hand the INA fighters were imprisoned. The prisoners faced
the death penalty, life imprisonment or a fine as punishment if found guilty.
Women in Indian National Army
Indian National Army was structured in a way that lodged active participation
from women. A women regiment was formed in 1943. INA had John Thivy, Dr.
Lakhsmi Sehgal, Narayan Karruppiah as well as Janaki Thevar as its
members.Among the masses attending Bose`s rally on 9 July, Dr.Lakshmi,
responded immediately to his appeal to form a Women`s Regiment. She visited many
families to persuade the women to join the INA.Many were reluctant; however, she
managed to gather twenty enthusiastic girls who were willing to break the traditional
barriers. The girls presented the guard-of-honour to Bose. He was impressed and
invited Dr.Lakshmi to lead the Women`s Regiment.On 12 July 1943, Bose
announced the formation of the Women`s Regiment, naming it "Rani of Jhansi
Regiment" which in later years was considered to be a special characteristic of the
INA.
INA fighters were not invited to join the Indian Army after India`s
independence.However, a few ex-INA members later have seen prominent public life
or held important positions in independent India.The Indian National Army thus
rose to power under the able leadership of Bose.Though it was ultimately disbanded,
its heroic attempts at forming an army and taking a radical step towards Indian
Independence marked a significant step in the Indian Independence Movement.
Cripps Mission
Cripps Mission was deputed by British parliament in early 1942 to contain the
political crisis obtained in India. The mission was headed by Sir Stafford Cripps, a
Cabinet Minister.Cripps, a radical member of the Labour Party and the then Leader
of the House of Commons, was known as a strong supporter of Indian national
movement. Cripps Mission was prompted by two considerations. First, Gandhi's call
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for the Satyagraha (literally 'insistence on truth', generally rendered 'soul force')
movement in October 1940 was designed to embarrass Britain's war efforts by a
mass upheaval in India and needed to be ended in the British interest. Secondly, the
fall of Singapore (15 February 1942), Rangoon (8 March), and the Andamans (23
March) to the Japanese was threatening the entire fabric of British colonial empire.
In the face of these crises, the British felt obliged to make some gestures to win over
Indian public support.
The Cripps offer reiterated the intention of the British government to set up an
Indian Union within the British Commonwealth as soon as possible after the war,
and proposed specific steps towards that end. A constituent assembly would be
elected by the provincial legislatures acting as an Electoral College.This body would
then negotiate a treaty with the British government. The future right of secession
from the Commonwealth was explicitly stated.The Indian states would be free to
join, and in any case their treaty arrangements would be revised to meet the new
situation.
The offer dominated Indian politics for the rest of the war. Although the British
official circles claimed that the Cripps offer marked a great advance for its frankness
and precision, it was plagued throughout, and ultimately torpedoed, by numerous
ambiguities and misunderstandings.The Congress was very critical of the clauses
regarding nomination of the states' representatives by the rulers and the provincial
option Jawaharlal Nehru had desperately sought a settlement largely because of his
desire to mobilise Indian support in the anti-fascist war, while most Congress
working Committee members and Gandhi himself had been apathetic. This
embittered Congress-British relations and things were then rapidly moving towards
a total confrontation in the form of quit India movement. But Cripps blamed the
Congress for the failure of the Plan, while the Congress held the British government
responsible for it. A chance of establishing a united independent India was thus lost.
The Royal Indian Navy Mutiny (RIN Mutiny)
The Royal Indian Navy Mutiny or the Bombay Mutiny was the revolt of the Indian
sailors.The sailors who belonged to the Royal Indian Navy on board ship and shore
establishments at Bombay harbour went for a strike and organised a mutiny on
18th February 1946.The whole mutiny involved 78 ships, 20 shore establishments
and 20,000 sailors.This revolt subsequently came to be known as the RIN revolt. It
started as a protest against their general conditions.
The immediate reason for the outbreak of the mutiny was their pay and food. In
addition to that there were more elementary matters such as racist behaviour by
Royal Navy personnel towards Indian sailors, and disciplinary measures taken
against the sailors who demonstrated nationalist sympathy.The R.I.N revolt started
electing a Naval Central Strike committee, Signalman M.S Khan and Telegraphist
Madan Singh were elected as the President and Vice-President respectively.
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The Royal Indian Navy Mutiny was widely supported by the Indian population. The
one day strike spread to other cities from Bombay and the Royal Indian Air Force
and local police forces also joined this mutiny. Furthermore, in Madras and Pune,
the British garrisons had to face revolts within the ranks of the Indian Army. The
mutinying ships hoisted three flags which were tied together those of the Congress,
Muslim League, and the Red Flag of the Communist Party of India (CPI). The flags
signified the unity and demarginalisation of communal issues among the mutineers.
The Royal Indian Navy Mutiny was called off following a meeting between the
President of the Naval Central Strike Committee (NCSC), M. S. Khan, and Vallab
Bhai Patel of the Congress. Vallab Bhai Patel was sent to Bombay to settle the
crisis.Thus; Patel put forth a statement calling on the strikers to end their action.
Mohammed Ali Jinnah on behalf of the Muslim League also supported the statement
of Patel. As a result, the strike ended and in spite of assurances of the good services
there were widespread arrests of the Congress and the Muslim League.Furthermore,
there were incidents of courts martial and large scale dismissals from the service.
However, after independence none of the dismissed returned into either of the Indian
or Pakistani navies.
INA Trials
The INA trials or the Red Fort Trials refer to the courts martial of a number of
officers of the Indian National Army between November 1945 and May 1946
variously for treason, torture, murder and abetment to murder.The first, and most
famous, of the approximately ten trials was held in the Red Fort in Delhi, hence
deriving the name. In total, approximately ten courts-martial were held.The first of
these, and the most celebrated one, was the joint court-martial of Colonel Prem
Sahgal, Colonel Gurubaksh Singh Dhillon and Major General Shah Nawaz Khan.
The three had been officers in the British Indian Army and taken POW in Malaya or
Singapore. They had, like a large number of other troops and officers of the British
Indian Army, joined the Indian National Army and later fought in Imphal and Burma
alongside the Japanese forces in allegiance to Azad Hind.These three came to be the
only defendants in the INA trials who were charged of "Waging War against the King
Emperor" (The Indian Army act of 1911 did not have a separate charge for treason)
as well as Murder and abetment of Murder.Those charged later only faced trial for
torture and murder or abetment of murder.The trials covered arguments based on
Military Law, Constitutional Law, International Law, and Politics.These trials
attracted much publicity, and public sympathy for the defendants who were
perceived as patriots in India, and outcry over the grounds of the trial, as well as
general emerging unease and unrest within the troops of the Raj ultimately forced
the then Army Chief Claude Auchinleck to commute the sentences of the three
defendants in the first trial.

Modern Indian History (Course II)

Page 64

School of Distance Education

Cabinet Mission
Cabinet Mission which arrived on 24th March 1946 was mainly aimed at
devolution of power from the British crown to India giving India independence under
Dominion Status in the Commonwealth of Nations. On 28th January 1946, the
Viceroy, announced in the legislative Assembly, his intention to establish a new
executive council with political leaders and to create a constitution -making body in
India. Plans were finalised and devised with the sole enterprise of Clement Attlee,
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. On 19th February 1946, in Parliament, the
British Government announced the forwarding of a team of three Cabinet Ministers
to India to seek agreement on how to enact self-determination and Independence
with the Indian political leaders.The Cabinet Mission included Lord Pethick
Lawrence (1871-1961) the Secretary of State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps (18891952), President of the Board of Trade and A.V.Alexander (1885-1965), First Lord of
the Admiralty. Cabinet Mission also received the boost of Lord Wavell, the Viceroy of
India during the time.

Meetings held by the Cabinet
On its arrival on 24th march 1946 the mission aimed at having talks with all the
major parties of India who had marked themselves on the political canvas of Indian
politics. This included parties like Indian National Congress, Muslim League, The
Sikhs, scheduled Casts and liberal leader Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. All the members
surrounded around 472 members in total. The cabinet began its discussion on 16th
to 18th April when it met Muslim League leader Muhammad Ali Jinnah to outline
two plans, comprising a small Pakistan with sovereignty or a big Pakistan in an AllIndia Union. Jinnah avoided making a choice. Further, in the days of 5th to 12th
May 1946, in Shimla, the Cabinet Mission convened a conference, including four
members each from the Congress Party and Muslim League. They included for the
Congress: Nehru, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Abdul
Ghaffar Khan and for the Muslim League: Jinnah, Liaqat Ali Khan, Ismail Khan and
Abdur Rab Nishtar. The Government of India invited Mahatma Gandhi to come and
stand by if needed for consultation. The agenda treated the grouping of provinces,
nature of a union and the constitution making process. Cripps` Union of All-India
Plan failed to win the acceptance of either the Congress or Muslim League. On May
12th, it became evident that no solution was possible and the Mission announced
the failure of the conference.

Proposals made by Cabinet Mission
Cabinet Mission, on its arrival in India, aimed at fulfilling three wide spectrum
issues. Firstly, it came to hold a preparatory discussion with the elected members of
British India and the Indian states in ordered to secure maximum agreement over
the issue of framing a new constitution; secondly, to set up a constitution -making
body; and thirdly, to establish a full self-government in India. Along with this
regarding the minorities it claimed that they had full knowledge of the minorities but
could not allow the minorities to place veto on the advance of majority party.
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The cabinet then sought to answer some of the vital questions which were
engulfing Indian politics for long. On the issue of accepting an independent
Pakistan, the Cabinet Mission completely rejected the idea on communal grounds
and claimed that it would not solve the problem. As the committee estimated that
the Hindu and Muslim population on the western zone were at a ratio of 62:38 and
on the eastern zone it was 51.7:48.3.On the basis of these calculations the Cabinet
came to a conclusion that a separate state of Pakistan was not viable. Secondly, the
mission also raised question regarding the level of communication to be established
with the new state falling under Pakistan .Even in case of distribution of Army also it
will turn out to be a trouble. On a positive side the mission suggested creation of a
federal Union consisting of British India and Indian states. The union will deal with
the foreign affairs, defence and communication and authority to raise finances for
these subjects

Reaction of the All India Parties to Cabinet Mission
The Cabinet Mission was received with a multiple reaction. As the Mission
announced on16th May its three tier scheme for forming a Union of All-India
consisting of Hindu-majority provinces, Muslim majority Provinces and the Indian
States.On 25th June, the Congress Working Committee passed a resolution to accept
the Cabinet Mission`s plan and to enter the Constituency Assembly.The Sikhs on
other side were in favour of a united India. The scheduled castes were against the
partition and wanted to guarantees of their human rights. The Hindu Mahasabha
insisted on the favour of immediate transfer of power and indivisible India.
Thus, the Cabinet Mission can be regarded as the most effective step adopted by
the British government to reach India towards Independence. The mission for the
first time made a public declaration of its intension to grant India free from
subjugation.Though this mission only talked of an interim government with a
dominion status it was later on condemned for this .Nevertheless it paved the way
for the Indian leaders to experience the running of a nation as a whole.

The interim government of India
The interim government of India, formed on 2 September 1946 from the newly
elected Constituent Assembly of India, had the task of assisting the transition of
India and Pakistan from British rule to independence.It remained in place until 15
August 1947, the date of the independence of the two new nations of India and
Pakistan.

Formation
After the end of the Second World War, the British authorities in India released all
political prisoners who had participated in the Quit India movement.The Indian
National Congress, the largest Indian political party, which had long fought for
national independence, agreed to participate in elections for a constituent assembly,
as did the Muslim League.The newly elected government of Clement Attlee
dispatched the 1946 Cabinet Mission to India to India to formulate proposals for the
formation of a government that would lead an independent India.
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The elections for the Constituent Assembly were not direct elections, as the
members were elected from each of the provincial legislative assemblies. In the
event, the Indian National Congress won a majority of the seats, some 69 per cent,
including almost every seat in areas with a majority Hindu electorate. The Congress
had clear majorities in eight of the eleven provinces of British India.The Muslim
League won the seats allocated to the Muslim electorate.

Viceroy's Executive Council
The Viceroy's Executive Council became the executive branch of the interim
government.Originally headed by the Viceroy of India, it was transformed into a
council of ministers, with the powers of a prime minister bestowed on the vicepresident of the Council, a position held by the Congress leader Jawaharlal Nehru.
After independence all members would be Indians, apart from the Viceroy, in August
to become the Governor-General, Lord Mountbatten, who would hold only a
ceremonial position, and the Commander-in-Chief, India, Sir Claude Auchinleck,
replaced after independence by General Sir Rob Lockhart.
The senior Congress leader Vallabhbhai Patel held the second-most powerful
position in the Council, heading the Department of Home Affairs, Department of
Information and Broadcasting.The Sikh leader Baldev Singh was responsible for the
Department of Defence and Chakravarthi Rajagopalachari was named to head the
Department of Education and arts.Asaf Ali, a Muslim Congress leader, headed the
Department of Railways and Transport. Scheduled Caste leader Jagjivan Ram
headed the Department of Labour, while Rajendra Prasad headed the Department of
Food and Agriculture and John Mathai headed the Department of Industries and
Supplies.
Upon the Muslim League joining the interim government, the second highest-ranking
League politician, Liaquat Ali Khan, became the head of the Department of
Finance.Abdur Rab Nishtar headed the Departments of Posts and Air and Ibrahim Ismail
Chundrigar headed the Department of Commerce.The League nominated a Scheduled
Caste Hindu politician, Jogendra Nath Mandal, to lead the Department of Law.

Activities
Although until August 1947 British India remained under the sovereignty of the
United Kingdom, the interim government proceeded to establish diplomatic relations
with other countries, including the United States. Meanwhile, the Constituent
Assembly, from which the Interim Government was drawn, struggled with the
challenging task of drafting a constitution for independent India.
Wavell Plan, 1945
In October, 1943 Lord Wavell who had succeeded Lord Linlithgow as GovernorGeneral, made an attempt resolve the stalemate the deadlock in India. He went to
England for consultations in March 1945.The result of Governor`s consultations was
soon revealed. He broadcast to the people of Indian the proposals of the British
Government to resolve the deadlock in India on 14th June.
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Mr. Amery, he was the Secretary of State for India. On 14th June made a similar
statement in the House of Commons: "The offer of March 1942 stands in it’s entirely
without change and qualification." He also proposed the renovation of the GovernorGeneral`s Executive Council pending the preparation of a new constitution. With the
expectation of the Governor-General and the Commander-in-chief all other member
of the Executive Council would be nominated from amongst leaders of Indian
Political
life.
This Council would have "a balanced representation of the main communities,
including equal proportions of Muslims and caste Hindus. It would work, if formed,
under the existing constitution. Though the Governor-General`s veto would not be
abolished, it would not be used unnecessarily. The portfolio of external Affairs was to
be transferred from the Governor-General to an Indian member of Council. A
Conference of representatives chosen by the Viceroy was to be convened with a view
to obtaining from the leaders of the various parties a joint list or failing it, separate
lists of worthy people to constitute the new Executive Council”. It was also expected
"that provincial ministers in Section 93 Province would resume office and that there
would be coalition."
The Congress Working Committee members were let out of jail. Their high hopes
prevailed on all sides as invitations for the planned Simla Conference went out to the
leaders including Gandhiji. The conference was adjourned after three days of
discussion and the meeting was held on June 25, 1945. Mr. Jinnah had a short
interview with the Viceroy on 11th July. In this interview he seems to have made it
clear to the latter that the league, wishing to be regarded as the sole representative
of Indian Muslims.That was firmly opposed to the inclusion of any long league
Muslims in the Viceroy`s list. But the Viceroy could not agree to this point of view.
Lord Wavell wound up the Conference by declaring a failure of the talks.
The responsibilities for the failure lie partly on Lord Wavell himself and partly on
Mr.Jinnah.Mr. Maulana Azad, the Congress President put the blame for the break
down directly on the shoulders of Mr. Jinnah. Lord Wavell should have taken the
leaders into confidence as regards the composition of his own list of members of the
Executive Council. Possibly the Congress leaders might have been persuaded to
accept that list either as a whole, or with minor modifications mutually agreed upon.
He should not have allowed the league practically to veto the whole plan and thus
alone to block the path of progress.
It must be noted in this connections that the Viceroy had assured the Congress
President that "no party to the conference could be allowed to obstruct settlement
out of wilfulness", but it seems that as in the parallel case of Cripps, Wavell`s hands
were stayed at the last moment. The tangible result of the failure of the Simla
Conference was to strengthen the position of Mr.Jinnah and the Muslim League
Which was clearly manifested in the elections of 1945-46.
Direct Action Day (1946)
Direct Action Day hartal called by the Muslim League on August 16, 1946 to get
rid of 'British slavery and contemplated future caste-Hindu domination'.The
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backdrop of the Direct Action Day was not only the Muslim League's acceptance of
the cabinet mission plan, but also the loss of face it had to experience because of the
plan's rejection by the Congress. The 'British betrayal', as the Muslim League
branded the Cabinet Mission's successive failed proposals to placate the obstinate
Congress, made Jinnah bid good-bye to constitutional methods and resort to a
programme of 'direct action for the achievement of Pakistan', to quote a resolution of
the Muslim League Council meeting (27-29 July 1946) in Bombay.
On the heels of this resolution the League Working Committee declared 16 August
as 'Direct Action Day'.Directives were issued to League leaders and the Muslim
masses of the provinces to suspend all business on the 16 August and observe
complete hartal on that day. As the architect of the reorganised Muslim League in
Bengal, huseyn shaheed suhrawardy, the Chief Minister, felt that the Bengal hartal
of the Day ought to be the most effective one.His immense preparations to make the
Day a success led to communal carnage, something that he perhaps never intended
to happen. But things went beyond his control and brutal communal violence
ensued. A great portion of Calcutta was on fire for a couple of days.'The Direct
Action' riot in Calcutta soon spread throughout the country, and was particularly
destructively in Bihar and Noakhali.Both Hindus and Muslims fought each other
more or less evenly in Calcutta, but the encounter was mostly one sided elsewhere.
In Bihar, mostly Muslims were killed and in Noakhali, Hindus.But on the whole
Muslim casualties were heavier. Ironically 'Direct Action Day' had a direct result.The
fate of India was decided on that day, and on that day was sealed the fate of the
united Bengal.Direct Action Day made the partition of Bengal inevitable.
Inshort, Following continued rejection by the Indian Congress of the proposal to
divide India, the Muslim League planned a protest which began with a "Day of Direct
Action"(16th August 1946) to assert the right of the Muslims to a separate
homeland.The protests triggered riots in Calcutta in which 4,000 people lost their
lives (known as the “great Calcutta Riots").
Mountbatten plan
The British government sent a Cabinet Mission to India in March 1946 to negotiate
with Indian leaders and agree to the terms of the transfer of power.After difficult
negotiations a federal solution was proposed. Despite initial agreement, both sides
eventually rejected the plan.An interim government with representatives of all the
Indian parties was proposed and implemented.However, it soon collapsed through
lack of agreement. While the Muslim League consented to join the interim
government the Indian National Congress refused. By the end of 1946 communal
violence was escalating and the British began to fear that India would descend into
civil war.The British government's representative, Lord Wavell, put forward a
breakdown plan as a safeguard in the event of political deadlock. Wavell, however,
believed that once the disadvantages of the Pakistan scheme were exposed, Jinnah
would see the advantages of working for the best possible terms inside a united
India. He wrote:
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'Unfortunately the fact that Pakistan, when soberly and realistically examined, is
found to be a very unattractive proposition, will place the Moslems in a very
disadvantageous position for making satisfactory terms with India for a Federal
Union.' This view was based on a report, which claimed that a future Pakistan would
have no manufacturing or industrial areas of importance: no ports, except Karachi,
or rail centres. It was also argued that the connection between East and West
Pakistan would be difficult to defend and maintain. The report concluded:'It is hard
to resist the conclusion that taking all considerations into account the splitting up of
India will be the reverse of beneficial as far as the livelihood of its people is
concerned'.
Lord Mountbatten replaced Lord Wavell as Viceroy of India in 1947.
Mountbatten's first proposed solution for the Indian subcontinent, known as the
'May Plan', was rejected by Congress leader Jawaharlal Nehru on the grounds it
would cause the 'balkanisation of India'.The following month the 'May Plan' was
substituted for the 'June Plan', in which provinces would have to choose between
India and Pakistan. Bengal and Punjab both voted for partition.On 3 June 1947,
Lord Mountbatten announced his plan. The salient features were:Mountbatten's formula was to divide India but retain maximum unity. The country
would be partitioned but so would Punjab and Bengal, so that the limited Pakistan
that emerged would meet both the Congress and League's position to some extent.
The League's position on Pakistan was conceded to the extent that it would be
created, but the Congress position on unity would be taken into account to make
Pakistan as small as possible. Whether it was ruling out independence for the
princes or unity for Bengal or Hyderabad's joining up with Pakistan instead of India,
Mountbatten firmly supported Congress on these issues.
The Mountbatten Plan sought to effect an early transfer of power on the basis of
Dominion status to two successor states, India and Pakistan. For Britain, Dominion
Status offered a chance of keeping India in the commonwealth for India's economic
strength and defence potential were deemed sounder and Britain had a greater value
of trade and investment there.
The rationale for the early date for transfer of power was securing Congress
agreement to Dominion status. The additional benefit was that the British could
escape responsibility for the rapidly deteriorating communal situation.
A referendum was to be held in NWEP to ascertain whether the people in the area
wanted to join India or not. The princely states would have the option of joining
either of the two dominions or to remain independent. The Provinces of Assam,
Punjab and Bengal were also to be divided. A boundary commission was to be set up
to determine the boundaries of these states.
Reasons for the acceptance of "Partition" by the Congress
By accepting the Mountbatten Plan/Partition, the Congress was only accepting
what had become inevitable because of the long-term failure of the Congress to draw
in the Muslim masses into the national movement and stem the surging waves of
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Muslim communalism, which, especially since 1937, had been beating with
increasing fury.
The Congress leaders felt by June, 1947 that only an immediate transfer of power
could forestall the spread of Direct Action and communal disturbances. Sardar Patel
rightly said, "a united India even if it was smaller in size was better than a
disorganised and troubled and weak bigger India."
Difficulties created by the obstructionist policies and tactics of the League proved
to the Congress that the leaders of the Muslim League were concerned only with
their own interests and the future of India would not be safe with them in the
government. They would act as a stumbling block in the path of India's progress.
The Congress leaders also felt that the continuance of British rule never was and
never could be in the good interest of Indians. Sooner they quit, the better it would
be.
Partition of India
Partition of India was one of the historical steps taken on the basis of religion
dividing the nation into two parts namely Union of India (also known as Republic of
India) and Dominion of Pakistan (further divided into Islamic Republic of Pakistan
and Peoples` Republic of Bangladesh) on 14th and 15th of August 1947. With the
dissolution of British India the Partition of India was incorporated through the
division of two provinces of Bengal and Punjab as Bengal was divided into East
Pakistan and West Bengal and Punjab was further divided into West Punjab and
East Punjab.
Origin of Partition of India
The partition of India had been the real instance of peoples` demand through their
representatives. The initial demand for a separate state was made by an eminent
writer and philosopher Allama Iqbal who raised his voice for a separate electorate for
the less represented group of Muslim Communities. With the passage of time this
claim became the base of the newly emerging state of Pakistan. Among other reasons
division of Indian subcontinent was important for various reasons. One such reason
had been the old British policy of divide and rule which came into action in case of
division of India and Pakistan. Also with the communal awards the hatred rather
differences increased on both sides which could only be pacified through division of
state. It was further claimed that the British wanted to make the Muslims their allies
to oppose the apparent threat of the Hindu educated class. In order to gain support
from the Muslims, the British supported the All-India Muslim Conference. They
infused the notion that the Muslims were a separate political entity. In addition to
that the Muslims were given separate electorates in local government all over British
India by 1900s. With such moves the British followed a divide-and-rule policy in
India. Hindus and Muslims were two separate identities which needed to be
separated. All this growing anxiety only brought India closer to division. As a result
such demand got its shape in the 1935 session when a formal resolution was passed
claiming the separation.
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Partition of India
The partition took place at the midnight of 14th and 15th August 1947. Mainly
based on Famous Mountbatten Plan, the partition included division of geographical
areas, population exchange, administrative structure and army, navy and air force
as well. The main affected areas were Bengal, Punjab, Sindh and Jammu &
Kashmir. Geographically the division included the division of rivers as well as land
areas; the exchange of population meant movement of 14.5 million people crossing
the borders with a total of 7,226,000 Muslims and 7,249,000 Hindus from each side.
At the midnight of 14th august the ceremony of independence was organized a day
after the birth of new state of Pakistan with New Delhi as India`s capital.
Impact of Partition of India
On 7th August Mohammad Ali Jinnah along with his old associations went to
Karachi. The Constituent Assembly of Pakistan met on 11th August and elected
Jinnah as its President. Lord Mountbatten went to Karachi on 13 August and on the
following day addressed the Pakistan Constituent Assembly.He attended the
inauguration ceremony at Karachi. The birth of Pakistan was an eventful occasion in
history. Officially, Pakistan became a Dominion on 15 August 1947, Jinnah was
sworn in as Governor-General and Liaqat Ali Khan was sworn in as the new
Pakistan Cabinet.
The effect of Partition was deep rooted which raised some major issues of the day.
One such issue had been the issue of refugees which remained the most painful
result of Partition for both the nations. The city of Delhi received the maximum
numbers of refugees and overall 35000 refugees landed up in the northern part of
India including areas of Panipat and Kurukhshetra which were further used as
camps for them. Huge expansion of cities took place which brought new areas in
every city of northern India.
Thus, the Partition of India did not remain a historical event only but came out as
the most painful event of passed history. It affected not only the physical location of
people but their psychology as well. Ending up into brutal riots all over the country
the partition of India is regarded the bitterest experience of modern India.
Indian Independence Act, 1947
The Indian Independence Act 1947 was the legislation passed and enacted by the
British Parliament that officially announced the Independence of India and the
partition of India. The legislation of Indian Independence Act was designed by the
Prime Minister Clement Attlee as Indian Political Parties agreed on the transfer of
power from the British Government to the independent Indian Government and the
Partition of India. This act received royal assent on 18th July, 1947.The Agreement
was made with Lord Mountbatten, which was known as the 3 June Plan or
Mountbatten Plan.Indian Independence Act was passed in June 1947, which
specified the follows:
* The British rule of India should be over on the midnight of August 15, 1947.
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*

An independent dominion of India shall be created out of the United Provinces,
Central Provinces, Bombay Presidency, Madras Presidency, the Carnatic, East
Punjab, West Bengal, Assam and the Northeast Frontier Agency. The territories
of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the Lakshadweep Islands are also
turned over to the Indian Dominion.

*

An independent dominion of Pakistan shall be created out of the provinces of
West Punjab, North West Frontier Province, Sindh and East Bengal.

*

The all Princely states that were officially related to British Empire were made
free from all the treaties and relationships and they could decide which
dominion to join. Lord Mountbatten thought that if the princely state remained
independent within the dominion that may lead to chaos and thus made their
accession a necessity of the Indian Independence Act.

*

Both the Indian and Pakistan Dominions would be members of the British
Commonwealth and was allowed to leave whenever they pleased.

*

Both Dominions of India and Pakistan were completely self-governing in their
internal affairs, foreign affairs and national security but the British monarch
will continue to be their head of state, represented by the Governor-General of
India and a new Governor-General of Pakistan. Both Dominions shall convene
their Constituent Assemblies and write their respective constitutions.

*

The British monarch shall be permitted to remove the title of Emperor of India
from the Royal Style and Titles. King George VI subsequently removed the title
by Order in council on June 22, 1948.

Lord Mountbatten was the last Viceroy of India under British rules and became
the Governor General of Independent India. Jawaharlal Nehru became the Prime
Minister of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was the President and Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel was the Deputy Prime minister of India. Five hundred and sixty princely states
were annexed with India, among which Junagadh and Hyderabad was took over
after military action.
After-effects of Indian Independence Act.
After passing the act some religion based riots were there. The situation was much
violent.The Muslims had to migrate from the `Would be India` and Hindus had to
migrate from the `Would be Pakistan`.All of their possessions and properties were
left behind.
EXERCISES
1. What was the impact of the Second World War on the Indian National Movement?
2. Why was Quit India Movement was launched? What was its impact?
3. State the role of INA in the National Struggle.
4. What is RIN Mutiny?
5. Examine the Cabinet Mission’s proposals.
6. What is Mount Batten plan?
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UNIT-IV
POST INDEPENDENT ERA
The era after India’s independence from colonial rule starts with its partition into
two halves - India and Pakistan. Lord Mountbatten became the first Governor
General of free India and M.A. Jinnah that of Pakistan. The transition was violent,
with blood curling massacres all over the country, ample proof to the historic
acrimony that the Indians shared within themselves.
This bitterness continues till today with India and Pakistan having fought three
wars since independence. Events since independence have not quite been stable for
both the countries.With both of them marred by sectarian clashes and violent
terrorist attacks, which by now has claimed the lives of more than a million people
throughout the sub-continent. India on its part has been successful in establishing
a vibrant democracy and has ever looked forward towards positive directions. But
Pakistan is still struggling to establish itself as a state and has not been able to
overcome the colonial hang over.With its history marred by failed democratic
experiments and successful military takeovers.
People of Pakistan are struck with a Herculean task of choosing between
democratic farce and autocratic misrule. It is not just Pakistan that has corrupt
politicians and ambitious military. India too has its share of problems with
politicians and bureaucracy but the best thing in India is that people out there know
their limitations. With 1 billion people having successfully tasted democracy for the
past fifty years, they have successfully reaffirmed their faith time and again in the
institution.
At the doorsteps of the 20th century both of them provide a contrasting
picture.Both of them have their fare share of problems, but on one side India is
looking forward to solving them on other side Pakistan is getting messed up with it.
ASSASSINATION OF GANDHI
Rejoicing in August 1947, the man who had been in the forefront of the freedom
struggle since 1919, the man who had given the message of non-violence and love
and courage to the Indian people, the man who had represented the best in Indian
culture and politics, was touring the hate-torn lands of Bengal and Bihar, trying to
douse the communal fire and bring comfort to people who were paying through
senseless slaughter the price of freedom. In reply to a message of birthday
congratulations in 1947, Gandhiji said that he no longer wished to live long and that
he would invoke the aid of the all-embracing Power to take me away from this ‘vale
of tears’ rather than make me a helpless witness of the butchery by man become
savage, whether he dares to call himself a Muslim or a Hindu or what not.
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The celebrations of independence had hardly died down when on 30th January
1948; a radical minded Hindu, Nathuram Godse, assassinated Gandhiji at Birla
house, just before his evening prayers.The whole nation was shocked and stricken
with grief and communal violence retreated from the minds of men and
women.Expressing the nation’s sorrow, Nehru spoke over the All India Radio:
‘Friends and comrades, the light has gone out of our lives and there is darkness
everywhere . . . The light has gone out, I said, and yet I was wrong. For the light that
shone in this country was no ordinary light . . . that light represented something more
than the immediate present; it represented the living, the eternal truths, reminding us
of the right path, drawing us from error, taking this ancient country to freedom’.
REHABILITATION OF REFUGEES
The government had to stretch itself to the maximum to give relief to and resettle
and rehabilitate the nearly six million refugees from Pakistan who had lost their all
there and whose world had been turned upside down. The task took some time but
it was accomplished. By 1951, the problem of the rehabilitation of the refugees from
West
Pakistan
had
been
fully
tackled.
The task of rehabilitating and resettling refugees from East Bengal was made more
difficult by the fact that the exodus of Hindus from East Bengal continued for
years.While nearly all the Hindus and Sikhs from West Pakistan had migrated in one
go in 1947, a large number of Hindus in East Bengal had stayed on there in the
initial years of 1947 and 1948. However, as violence against Hindus broke out
periodically in East Bengal, there was a steady stream of refugees from there year
after year until 1971. Providing them with work and shelter and psychological
assurance, therefore became a continuous and hence a difficult task.Unlike in
Bengal, most of the refugees from West Punjab could occupy the large lands and
property left by the Muslim migrants to Pakistan from Punjab, U.P. and Rajasthan
and could therefore be resettled on land.
This was not the case in West Bengal. In addition, because of linguistic affinity, it
was easier for Punjabi and Sindhi refugees to settle in today’s Himachal Pradesh and
Haryana and western U.P., Rajasthan and Delhi. The resettlement of the refugees
from East Bengal could take place only in Bengal and to a lesser extent in Assam
and Tripura.As a result; a very large number of people who had been engaged in
agricultural occupations before their displacement were forced to seek survival in
semi-urban and urban contexts as the underclass.
INTEGRATION OF PRINCELY STATES
Indian Independence Act,1947 contains the following provision regarding Indian
States:All treaties,agreements,etc between His Majesty`s Government and the rulers
of the Indian States shall lapse.The words ‘Emperor of India’ shall be omitted from
Royal Style and Titles.The Indian states will be free to accede to either of the new
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Dominion of India or Pakistan.Monarchy was abolished and hence, the princely
states were to be annexed.In the National Provisional Government, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel headed the State Department. Patel and his chief aide, VP Menon
appealed to the sense of patriotism of the Indian princes and persuaded them to join
the Indian union.
The annexations were to take place on the basis of surrender of three subjects of
Defence, Foreign Affairs and Communication. Lord Mountbatten aided Patel in his
mission too. As a result by 15th August, as many as 136 jurisdictional states
acceded to the Indian union. Kashmir`s Maharaja Hari Singh signed the Instrument
of Accession on 26th October, 1947 and the Nizam of Hyderabad in 1948.
V P Menon, on the other hand, successfully negotiated instruments of accession
with a number of small states of Orissa with the Province of Orissa. On 18th
December, the Chattisgarh rulers merged with the Central Provinces.Between the
periods of 17th to 21st January 1948, Menon acquired the agreement for scores of
minor states in Kathiawar to form the Union of Kathiawar, which began to govern on
February 15. This set the pattern for the subsequent accession and merger of many
tiny remaining states over the next five months.
For geographical and administrative reasons, Baroda and Kolhapur were annexed
to the then Bomaby Province; Gujarat states were also merged with the Bombay
Province. A second form of integration of 61 states was the formation of the seven
centrally administered areas. Thus the states of Himachal Pradesh, Vindhya Pradesh
(present day Madhya Pradesh), Tripura, Manipur, Bhopal, Kutch and Bilaspur were
formed. Apart from these the states of United States of Matsya, Union of Vindhya
Pradesh, Madhya Bharat, Patiala and East Punjab States Union, Rajasthan and
United states of Cochin-Travancore were also integrated to the India.
However, the unification of India was still incomplete without the French and
Portuguese enclaves. The French authorities were more realistic when they ceded
Pondicherry (Puducherry) and Chandannagore to India on 1st November,
1954.However, the Portuguese Government maintained that since Goa was part of
the metropolitan territories of Portugal, it could be in no way affected by the British
and French withdrawal from India. When negotiations and persuasions did not move
the Portuguese government, units of Indian army had to be mobilized and Goa,
Daman and Diu were liberated and annexed to India on 19th December, 1961.
Thus, after much toil Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and his aides successfully
integrated the Indian states to form a unified country.
THE MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION
The Constitution of India came into force on 26 January 1950. Since then, the day
is celebrated as Republic Day. However, before 1950, 26 January was called
Independence Day. Since 26 January 1930, it was the day on which thousands of
people, in villages, in mohallas, in towns, in small and big groups would take the
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independence pledge, committing themselves to the complete independence of India
from British rule. It was only fitting that the new republic should come into being on
that day, marking from its very inception the continuity between the struggle for
independence and the adoption of the Constitution that made India a Republic. The
process of the evolution of the Constitution began many decades before 26 January
1950 and has continued unabated since. Its origins lie deeply embedded in the
struggle for independence from Britain and in the movements for responsible and
constitutional government in the princely states.
On 19 February 1946, the British government declared that they were sending a
Cabinet Mission to India to resolve the whole issue of freedom and constitution
making.The Cabinet Mission, which arrived in India on 24 March 1946, held
prolonged discussions with Indian leaders.On 16 May 1946, having failed to secure
an agreement; it announced a scheme of its own.It recognized that the best way of
setting up constitution-making machinery would 'be by election based on adult
franchise; but any attempt to introduce such a step now would lead to a wholly
unacceptable delay in the formulation of the new constitution.Therefore, it was
decided that the newly-elected legislative assemblies of the provinces were to elect
the members of the Constituent Assembly on the basis of one representative for
roughly one million of the population. The Sikh and Muslim legislators were to elect
their quota based on their population.
It was only after this process had been completed that the representatives of all
the provinces and those of the princely states were to meet again to settle the
Constitution of the Union. The Congress responded to the Cabinet Mission scheme
by pointing out that in its view the Constituent Assembly, once it came into being,
would be sovereign. It would have the right to accept or reject the Cabinet Mission's
proposals on specifics.
The Constituent Assembly was to have 389 members. Of these, 296 were to be
from British India and 93 from the princely Indian states. Initially, however, the
Constituent Assembly comprised only of members from British India. Elections of
these were held in July-August 1946. Of the 210 seats in the general
category.Congress won 199. It also won 3 out of the 4 Sikh seats from Punjab. The
Congress also won 3 of the 78 Muslim seats and the 3 seats from Coorg, AjmerMerwara, and Delhi. The total Congress tally was 208. The Muslim League won 73
out of the 78 Muslim seats.
At 11 a.m., on 9 December 1946, the Constituent Assembly of India began its first
session. For all practical purposes, the chronicle of independent India began on that
historic day. Independence was now a matter of dates. The real responsibility of
deciding the constitutional framework within which the government and people of
India were to function had been transferred and assumed by the Indian people with
the convening of the Constituent Assembly. Only a coup d'etat could now reverse
this constitutional logic.
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207 members attended the first session. The Muslim League, having failed to
prevent the convening of the Assembly, now refused to join its deliberations.
Consequently, the seventy-six Muslim members of the League stayed away and the
four Congress Muslim members attended the session. On 11 December, Dr Rajendra
Prasad was elected the permanent Chairman; an office later designated as President
of the Assembly. The third session was held from 28 April to 2 May 1947 and the
League still did not join. On 3 June, the Mountbatten Plan was announced which
made it clear that India was to be partitioned.With India becoming independent on
15 August 1947; the Constituent Assembly became a sovereign body, and also
doubled as the legislature for the new state. It was responsible for framing the
Constitution as well as making ordinary laws.The work was organized into five
stages: first, committees were asked to present reports on basic issues; second, B.N.
Rau, the constitutional adviser, prepared an initial draft on the basis of the reports
of the reports of these committees and his own research into the constitutions of
other countries; third, the drafting committee, chaired by Dr Ambedkar presented a
detailed draft constitution which was published for public discussion and
comments; fourth, the draft constitution was discussed and amendments
Salient features of the constitution.
The Constitution of India lays down a set of rules to which the ordinary laws of the
country must conform.It provides a framework for a democratic and parliamentary
form of government.The Constitution also includes a list of Fundamental Rights and
Directive Principles, the first, a guarantee against encroachments by the state and
the second, a set of directives to the state to introduce reforms to make those rights
effective.
Though the decision to give India a parliamentary system was not taken without
serious debate, yet the alternative of panchayat-based indirect elections and
decentralized government did not have widespread support. Espoused by some
Gandhians, notably Shriman Narayan, this alternative was discarded decisively in
favour of a centralized parliamentary constitution.
Adult Suffrage
The Congress had demanded adult suffrage since the twenties.It was hardly likely
to hesitate now that it had the opportunity to realize its dreams.A few voices
advocated confining of adult suffrage to elections to the panchayats at the village
level, and then indirect elections to higher-level bodies, but the overwhelming
consensus was in favour of direct elections by adult suffrage not a small
achievement in a Brahmanical, upper-caste dominated, male-oriented, elitist, largely
illiterate, society!
Preamble
The basic philosophy of the Constitution, its moving spirit, is to be found in the
Preamble.The Preamble itself was based on the Objectives Resolution drafted by
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Nehru and introduced in the Assembly in its first session on 13 December 1946 and
adopted on 22 January 1947.The Preamble states that the people of India in the
Constituent Assembly made a solemn resolve to secure to all citizens, Justice, social,
economic and political; Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;
Equality of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all, Fraternity
assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of the nation.
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles
The Fundamental Rights are divided into seven parts: the right of equality, the
right of freedom, the right against exploitation, the right to freedom of religion,
cultural and educational rights, the right to property and the right to constitutional
remedies.These rights, which are incorporated in Articles 12 to 35 of the
Constitution, primarily protect individuals and minority groups from arbitrary state
action. But three of the articles protect the individual against the action of other
private citizens: Article 17 abolishes untouchability, Article 15(2) says that no citizen
shall suffer any disability in the use of shops, restaurants, wells, roads, and other
public places on account of his religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth; and Article
23 prohibits forced labour, which, though it was also extracted by the colonial state
and the princely states, was more commonly a characteristic of the exploitation by
big, semi-feudal landlords. These rights of citizens had to be protected by the state
from encroachment by other citizens. Thus, the state had to not only avoid
encroaching on the citizen's liberties; it had to ensure that other citizens did not do
so either. A citizen whose fundamental right has been infringed or abridged could
apply to the Supreme Court or High Court for relief and this right cannot be
suspended except in case of declaration of Emergency. The courts have the right to
decide whether these rights have indeed been infringed and to employ effective
remedies including issuing of writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo
warranto and certiorari.
The Directive Principles have expressly been excluded from the purview of the
courts.They are really in the nature of guidelines or instructions issued to future
legislatures and executives. While the Constitution clearly intended Directive
Principles and Fundamental Rights to be read together and did not envisage a
conflict between the two, it is a fact that serious differences of interpretation have
arisen many times on this issue.
A Secular State
The constitution declares India to be a sovereign, socialist, secular and democratic
republic. Even though the terms secular (and socialist) were added only by the 42nd
Amendment in 1976, the spirit embodying the Constitution was secular.
RE-ORGANISATION OF STATES
The reorganization of the states based on language, a major aspect of national
consolidation and integration, came to the fore almost immediately after
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independence.The boundaries of provinces in pre-1947 India had been drawn in a
haphazard manner as the British conquest of India had proceeded for nearly a
hundred years.No heed was paid to linguistic or cultural cohesion so that most of
the provinces were multi-lingual and multi-cultural. The interspersed princely states
had added a further element of heterogeneity.
The case for linguistic states as administrative units was very strong. Language is
closely related to culture and therefore to the customs of people. Besides, the
massive spread of education and growth of mass literacy can only occur through the
medium of the mother tongue. Nehru appointed in August 1953 the States
Reorganization Commission (SRC), with Justice Fazi Ali, K.M.Panikkar and
Hridaynath Kunzru as members, to examine ‘objectively and dispassionately’ the
entire question of the reorganization of the states of the union. Throughout the two
years of its work, the Commission was faced with meetings, demonstrations,
agitations, and hunger strikes.
Different linguistic groups clashed with each other; verbally as well as sometimes
physically.The SRC submitted its report in October 1955. While laying down that
due consideration should be given to administrative and economic factors, it
recognized for the most part the linguistic principle and recommended redrawing of
state boundaries on that basis. The Commission, however, opposed the splitting of
Bombay and Punjab. Despite strong reaction to the report in many parts of the
country, the SRC's recommendations were accepted, though with certain
modifications, and were quickly implemented.
The States Reorganization Act was passed by parliament in November 1956. It
provided for fourteen states and six centrally administered territories. The Telengana
area of Hyderabad state was transferred to Andhra; merging the Malabar district of
the old Madras Presidency with Travancore-Cochin created Kerala.Certain Kannadaspeaking areas of the states of Bombay, Madras, Hyderabad and Coorg were added
to the Mysore state. Merging the states of Kutch and Saurashtra and the Marathispeaking areas of Hyderabad with it enlarged Bombay state.
The strongest reaction against the SRC's report and the States Reorganization Act
came from Maharashtra where widespread rioting broke out and eighty people were
killed in Bombay city in police firings in January 1956.The opposition parties
supported by a wide spectrum of public opinion.students, farmers, workers, artists,
and businesspersons organized a powerful protest movement. Under pressure, the
government decided in June 1956 to divide the Bombay state into two linguistic
states of Maharashtra and Gujarat with Bombay city forming a separate, centrally
administered state. This move too was strongly opposed by the Maharashtrians.
Nehru now vacillated and, unhappy at having hurt the feelings of the people of
Maharashtra, reverted in July to the formation of bilingual, greater Bombay.This
move was, however, opposed by the people both of Maharashtra and Gujarat.The
broad-based Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti and Maha Gujarat Janata Parishad led
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the movements in the two parts of the state. In Maharashtra, even a large section of
Congressmen joined the demand for a unilingual Maharashtra with Bombay as its
capital; and C.D. Deshmukh, the Finance Minister in the Central Cabinet, resigned
from his office on this question.The Gujaratis felt that they would be a minority in
the new state.They too would not agree to give up Bombay city to
Maharashtra.Violence and arson now spread to Ahmedabad and other parts of
Gujarat. Sixteen persons were killed and 200 injured in police firings.In view of the
disagreement over Bombay city, the government stuck to its decision and passed the
States Reorganization Act in November 1956.
However, the matter could not rest there. In the 1957 elections the Bombay
Congress scraped through with a slender majority. Popular agitation continued for
nearly five years.As Congress president, Indira Gandhi reopened the question and
was supported by the President, S. Radhakrishnan.The government finally agreed in
May 1960 to bifurcate the state of Bombay into Maharashtra and Gujarat, with
Bombay city being included in Maharashtra, and Ahmedabad being made the capital
of Gujarat.
The other state where an exception was made to the linguistic principle was
Punjab.In 1956, the states of PEPSU had been merged with Punjab, which, however,
remained a trilingual state having three language speakers ‘Punjabi, Hindi and
Pahari’ within its borders. In the Punjabi-speaking part of the state, there was a
strong demand for carving out a separate Punjabi Suba (Punjabi-speaking state).
Unfortunately, the issue assumed communal overtones.The Sikhs, led by the Akali
Dal, and the Hindus, led by the Jan Sangh, used the linguistic issue to promote
communal politics. While the Hindu communalists opposed the demand for a
Punjabi Suba by denying that Punjabi was their mother tongue, the Sikh
communalists put forward the demand as a Sikh demand for a Sikh state, claiming
Punjabi written in Gurmukhi as a Sikh language. Finally, in 1966, Indira Gandhi
agreed to the division of Punjab into two Punjabi- and Hindi-speaking states of
Punjab and Haryana, with the Pahari-speaking district of Kangra and a part of the
Hoshiarpur district being merged with Himachal Pradesh. Chandigarh, the newlybuilt city and capital of united Punjab, was made a Union Territory and was to serve
as the joint capital of Punjab and Haryana.
Thus, after more than ten years of continuous strife and popular struggles
linguistic reorganization of India was largely completed, making room for greater
political participation by the people.
EXERCISES
1. Write a note on the integration of princely states.
2. Examine the importance of Indian constitution.
3. Describe the re-organisation of Indian states on linguistic base.
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UNIT-V
ERA OF DEVELOPMENT

Jawaharlal Nehru’s Foreign Policy
Jawaharlal Nehru is considered to be the architect of modern India. Apart from his
careful handling of India's tumultuous domestic situation in the years immediately
after the Independence, Nehru's major contribution lies in the field of foreign
policies.In fact, Nehru determined India's international profile to a great degree in
the post-independence years, in his capacity as the foreign minister of
India.Jawaharlal Nehru's foreign policy has been made subject to much controversy
and debate, like his economic policies. However, taken in the context of India's newly
found status as a democratic republic, Nehru's foreign affairs policies seem to be
extremely apt.
Socialism can be said to be one of the greatest international influences on Nehru,
but Gandhi's ideals of Satyagraha also influenced him to a great degree.But he
committed himself to neither point of view in framing his foreign policy.Nehru's
foreign policies were characterized by two major ideological aspects.First, he wanted
India to have an identity that would be independent of any form of overt
commitment to either power bloc, the USA or the Soviet.Secondly, he had an
unshaken faith in goodwill and honesty in matters of international affairs.The first
policy led ultimately to the founding of the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM). His
second faith was terribly shaken by the Chinese attack of 1962, openly disobeying
all the clauses of the Panchsheel or five-point agreement of 1954 between New Delhi
and Peking.This breach of faith was a major psychological shock for Nehru, and was
partially the reason for his death.
The Founding Principles of Nehru's Foreign Policy:
Nehru saw war and violent insurgency from very close quarters as a freedom
fighter, and he believed in neither. In his foreign policies, Nehru tried to guide India
in such a way, so as to steer clear from any form of violence and militarism.He
rightly believed that a newly decolonized nation must invest all its economic and
logistic resources towards development and not defense and armament.Just like his
economic policies, which were non-committal towards any ideological position,
Nehru wanted to bring in a healthy level of pragmatism in his dealings of India's
foreign affairs as well. He understood that overt commitment to any of the two major
power blocs to emerge in the aftermath of World War II, would not serve India's
path.He therefore wanted to tread a third path, which was not necessarily the
middle path.
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It should be remembered that this dogged non-commitment of Nehru was not seen
sympathetically by any of the super powers of either East or West at its initial
stage.It was frequently termed as a kind of international opportunism and was
accused of 'neutralism' - a stance reckoned to be not only dangerous but also
equally immoral in the world of International politics.However, the increasing
popularity of NAM among various Asian and African countries and Nehru's growing
stature as a statesman situation changed their views.India too benefited from this
position, as it managed to secure rebuilding grants from member countries of either
bloc. After Nehru's successful mediation in the Korean War and the Congo problem,
putting an end to a long and violent struggle, his status as a commendable and
efficient statesman reached new heights. Jawaharlal Nehru's theory of ideological
non-commitment in a world that was rendered dangerous by the Cold War was
appreciated by one and all.
Nehru and the Non-Alignment Movement:
The greatest success of Jawaharlal Nehru's non-committal international politics
was the formation of the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM). Nehru found allies in Tito,
Nasser, Soekarno, U Nu and Nkrumah at a later stage in his formation of this new
alliance. An alliance of newly independent and long colonized nations was not taken
seriously in the beginning, either by the Eastern or the Western bloc.However, the
importance of the alliance was soon felt, and initially led to a great degree of
international pressure from both parts of the globe.However, Nehru proceeded with
his mission undaunted.It was great test for his courage and it was soon found out
that the NAM was not merely a passive platform of neutral and inactive nations. It
had clear objectives that included the gradual decolonization of the world, and a
strong statement that the member countries were not party to the ever escalating
tension of the Cold War.The favored process of decolonization as adopted by the
NAM member countries was one of discussion and peaceful agreement.On many
occasions, NAM met with success, often under the leadership of Nehru.Whoever
supported its cause was an ally and a friend.Nehru preached a policy of issue based
alliance and not one based on political and economic dogmas.He was proud of being
an Asian, and wanted Asian nations to be the primary determinants of their political
fate, not always guided by Western forces.
Nehru's unshaken belief in the force of international brotherhood was attested
with his decision to continue with India's Commonwealth status. He was made
subject to much criticism back home because of the support he extended towards
the Commonwealth, particularly after the complication of the independence issue by
the British government in the post World War II years, leading to the unwanted
partition.However Nehru, always the believer in peaceful alliances and solution of
international affairs based on discussions, went on with his ideals.
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Nehru and the Kashmir Problem: Nehru's Foreign policies did not augur well when
it came to deal with the neighbors. Kashmir was a perpetual problem, and he failed
to reach any successful negotiation regarding Kashmir with the neighbor
Pakistan.Nehru had an innate belief in honest fellow-feeling and political
generosity.He tried to force a negotiation with the Pakistani government through the
United Nations. But the Pakistani military rulers denied any peaceful agreement.The
offer of a possible plebiscite was also taken off in 1950.After India's dogged denial of
the two-nation theory, a result in favor of Kashmir in the Muslim dominated
Kashmir would be a strategic disaster for India.The Kashmir problem remained
unresolved, and not even Nehru's diplomatic expertise could give any positive
direction to the problem. It still continues to be the one of the key international
problems in South Asia.
Nehru and the China Crisis:
Nehru's foreign policies concerning China have been made subject to much
criticism.However, even in this case, it was Nehru's faith in transparency in the
handling of International relations that is seen to be the root of all problems.Nehru
was intent on a very warm and mutually beneficial relationship between India and
China.The five-point agreement or the Panchsheel between New Delhi and Peking
initiated in 1954 was a result of these negotiations.However, China started patrolling
certain parts of the Indian border from 1955 onwards.Delhi started negotiations to
solve the problem in a peaceful way.India, under the leadership of Nehru wanted to
take one issue at a time and begin the discussions.The Chinese government, under
Chou En-lai wanted to treat the border issue in its entirety at one go.It was gross
violation of the five-point agreement.The Chinese denial for the arbitration from the
International Court of Justice complicated the problem.
Amidst such tensions, the Chinese suddenly started a full-scale invasion in
1962.It was a rude shock, not only to Nehru, but to the entire international
society.The Indian military was unprepared and also unequipped.Both USA and the
Soviet extended token help.Soviet was quite busy with the Cuban crisis, however
soon after the problem subsided, President Kruschev did extend some help.American
help was minimum, compared to the massive military help that was extended to
Pakistan in 1954.On top of that, the Sandys - Rusk team visited India to hold talks
in order to make India concede certain areas of Kashmir to Pakistan, a claim that
was squarely denied.Nehru stood firm with this faith in the five-point principle.The
international community stood by him, as China withdrew under growing
international pressure, fearing isolation and global antagonism. Nehru played his
last masterstroke in international policy, as he turned the military defeat in a moral
victory for India.
The Chinese invasion had far reaching effects on India's foreign policy. It forced
Nehru to change his stance on international affairs. He realized that unmitigated
goodwill was not necessary the way the business of foreign affairs was
conducted.Nehru's dreams were more or less shattered. It was also a great eyeModern Indian History (Course II)
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opener.It made India to see that it is important to strengthen one's military strength
and not overtly depend on peaceful negotiations in matters of international
affairs.The Chinese invasion was a shock to Nehru, almost shaking his idealistic
foundation to the very base. Domestic problems also kept escalating, putting a great
degree of mental and physical stress on Nehru.
NAM AND NEHRU
It was Nehru who gave this voice a shape to the idea of non-alignment and an
organizational cohesion through the non-aligned movement.The immediate context
for emergence of this movement was the division of the world into two hostile blocs
after World War II, one led by the US and the western powers and the other by the
Soviet Union. Nehru's understanding was that newly independent, poor countries of
Asia and Africa had nothing to gain and everything to lose by falling for the
temptation of joining the military blocs of the big powers.Their interests lay in
expanding the ‘area of peace’, not of war, or hostility. India, therefore, neither joined
nor approved of the Baghdad Pact, the Manila Treaty, SEATO, and CENTO, which
joined the countries of West and East Asia to the western power bloc. However, India
went far beyond just neutrality or staying out of military.
A basic objective of Indian foreign policy that of extending support to colonial and
ex-colonial countries in their struggle against colonialism was well served by the
policy of non-alignment. Nehru constantly emphasized that peaceful co-existence of
countries with different ideologies, differing systems, was a necessity, and believed
that nobody had a monopoly on the truth and pluralism was a fact. To this end, he
outlined the five principles of peaceful coexistence, or Panch Sheel, for conducting
relations among countries. These were mutual respect for each other's territorial
integrity and sovereignty, non-aggression, non-interference in each other's internal
affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence.
In March 1947, at his inspiration, an Asian Relations Conference attended by
more than twenty countries was held in Delhi. The tone of the conference was Asian
independence and assertion on the world stage. While this conference concerned
itself with general issues, the next one was called in response to a very specific
problem: the Dutch attempt to re-colonize Indonesia in December 1948. Nehru
invited states bordering the Indian Ocean, and most Asian countries as well as
Australia came. The conference resolved to deny all facilities to Dutch shipping, and
sent its resolutions to the UN. Within a week, the Security Council resolved that a
ceasefire is declared, and the Indonesian national government be restored. The decolonization initiative was carried forward further at the Afro-Asian conference called
by India and other Colombo powers in Bandung, Indonesia, in 1955. The conference
was also a precursor to the Belgrade Non-aligned Conference, as it passed
resolutions on world peace and the dangers of nuclear weapons. The pinnacle of
Nehru's efforts was reached in 1961 when he stood with Nasser of Egypt and Tito of
Yugoslavia to call for nuclear disarmament and peace in Belgrade.
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By not tying India to any one bloc, enabled her to develop economic ties with
countries on both sides of the divide as and when she needed.She needed and got
capital, technology, machines, and food from the western countries.She also relied,
especially after 1954, on the Soviet Union for building up her public sector
industries.For military equipment, India spread her net everywhere across the
ideological divide. In the Nehru years alone she bought, for example, for the Air
Force, 104 Toofani aircraft from France, 182 Hunters and 80 Canberras from UK,
110 Mysters from France, 16 AN-12s and 26 Mi-4 helicopters from the Soviet Union
and 55 Fairchild Packets from the US. 230 Vampire aircraft were produced under
licence from UK in India. For the Navy and Army as well, similar purchases were
made.In addition, efforts were made to establish a defence production base and
licences were obtained from various foreign countries to produce the following
equipment: Gnat interceptor aircraft from UK, HS-748 transport aircraft from UK,
Allouette Helicopters from France, MiG interceptors from Soviet Union, L-70 antiaircraft guns from Sweden, Vijayanta tanks from UK, Shaktiman trucks from
Germany, Nissan one-ton truck and Jonga-jeeps from Japan, Brandt mortars from
France, 106 mm recoilless guns from US, Sterling carbines from UK, wireless sets
from different countries.
The Commonwealth
The Commonwealth of Nations, normally referred to as the Commonwealth and
formerly known as the British Commonwealth, is an intergovernmental organisation
of 54 independent member states.All members except Mozambique and Rwanda
were part of the British Empire, out of which the Commonwealth developed.The
member states cooperate within a framework of common values and goals, as
outlined in the Singapore Declaration.These include the promotion of democracy,
human rights, good governance, the rule of law, individual liberty, egalitarianism,
free trade, multilateralism and world peace. The Commonwealth is an
intergovernmental organisation in which countries with diverse social, political and
economic backgrounds are regarded as equal in status, not a political union.
Activities of the Commonwealth are carried out through the permanent
Commonwealth Secretariat, headed by the Secretary-General, and biennial meetings
of Commonwealth Heads of Government.The symbol of their free association is the
Head of the Commonwealth, which is a ceremonial position currently held by Queen
Elizabeth II. Elizabeth II is also monarch, separately and independently, of 16
Commonwealth members, which are known as the "Commonwealth realms".
The Commonwealth is a forum for a number of non-governmental organisations,
collectively known as the Commonwealth Family, which are fostered through the
intergovernmental Commonwealth Foundation.The Commonwealth Games, the
Commonwealth's most visible activity, are a product of one of these organisations.
These organisations strengthen the shared culture of the Commonwealth, which
extends through common sports, literary heritage, and political and legal
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practices.Due to this, Commonwealth countries are not considered to be "foreign" to
one another. Reflecting this, diplomatic missions between Commonwealth countries
are designated as High Commissions rather than embassies.
SAARC (The South Asian Association for regional Cooperation)
The South Asian Association for regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established on
8 December 1985 when the government of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka formally adopted its charter providing for the
promotion of economic and social progress, cultural development within the South
Asia region and also for friendship and cooperation with other developing countries.
The basic principles as envisaged in SAARC are sovereign equality, territorial
integrity, political independence, non-interference in internal affairs of other states
and mutual benefit. All decisions within this regional setting are to be taken on the
basis of consensus. Till date 11 summit meetings of the heads have taken placeDhaka (1985), Bangalore (1986), Kathmandu (1987), Islamabad (1988), Male (1990),
Colombo (1991), Dhaka (1993), New Delhi (1995), Colombo (1998) and Kathmandu
(2002).
SAARC functions on the basis of the following formal institutions:
The Council of Ministers, responsible for formulating policies and deciding on new
areas of cooperation.
Standing Committee comprising foreign secretaries of member states with the task of
monitoring and coordination. The programming Committee consisting of senior
officials scrutinizing the secretarial budget, assists the Standing committee.
The Technical Committee formulates specialized programmes in their respective
fields under the SAARC Integrated Programme of Action (SIPA).SIPA is the core of
SAARC’s work programme reflected in the technical committee. The seven technical
committees under the SIPA cover are-a)agricultural and rural development; b)
communications and transport; c) social development; d) environment, meteorology
and forestry; e) science and technology; f) human resources development; and g)
energy.
Specialized Ministerial Meetings which focus on specific areas of concern like
international economic issues, children, women’s issues, environment, poverty
alleviation, youth, disabled, housing, agriculture, trade, tourism and culture.
SAARC has identified certain areas on which collective positions could be projected
and promoted in international forums. According to its Charter , acceleration of
economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region ,promotion
of active collaboration and mutual assistance in the economic, social, cultural,
technical and scientific fields and strengthening of cooperation among the member
states in international for a on matters of common interest are some of its main
objectives.
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While social issues are one of the main areas of cooperation focusing on issues of
child development, health, and women, SAARC’s accent is on economic cooperation
and growth among developing countries. With this in view, SAARC initiated since
1991 several measures such as an extensive study on Trade Manufactures and
Services(TMS);setting up the Committee on Economic Cooperation (CEC) to oversee
implementation of measures and policies to enhance trade economic relations
between member states; the adoption of the SAARC Preferential Trading
Arrangement (SAPTA)-signed on 11 April 1993 which came into force on 7 December
1995-leading to trade negotiations, depending tariff concessions and steps towards
evolving the South Asia Free Trade Area (SAFTA) to further liberalize trade within the
region.These apart, SAARC has initiated a few unprecedented initiatives to devise
common strategies in the international for such as the World Trade Organization
(WTO), for ensuring a non-discriminatory world trade regime. Also SAARC members
have renewed their commitment to encourage participation of private sector and to
organize trade-fairs to promote intra-SAARC trade and organized tourism.
Notwithstanding these positive developments, the SAARC is riddled with problems,
which are somewhat typical to this regional setting. For one, the long-drawn
political-diplomatic wrangle between India and Pakistan over an array of issues has
slowed the pace of the SAARC integration process. Furthermore, the disparate level,
of the region’s economies also has considerably affected priorities of these countries
in the global trade regime.
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT-MIXED ECONOMY
After Independence, India has adopted mixed economy as economic developmental
strategy.Both public and private sector co-exist side by side. In order to achieve
rapid economic growth, planned development economy was introduced.
Economic Development Strategy after Independence:
(i) Both public and private sectors were allotted to carry business activities. Public
sector was allotted activities like coal, mining, steel, power, roads etc.Private sector
was allotted to establish industries subject to control and regulations in the form of
law.
(ii) Public sector was given major push by the Government.Maximum revenues in
this sector was invested which increased from Rs. 81.1 crore in First Five-Year Plan
(1951-56) to Rs 34,206 crores in Ninth Five-Year Plan (1992-97)
(iii) Public sector was given importance in order to eliminate poverty, unemployment
etc.
(iv) Public sector contributed to the industrialisation of the economy. It also helped
Indian economy to achieve a considerable degree of self-sufficiency.
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INDIAN ECONOMY
We do not wonder as to how best we can describe our country. The task of
describing Indian economy is not so easy. It is rich or is it poor? Is there enough for
all to live happily.Is our life as good as in many other countries? Are the rural areas
developing? At present in India 72.2% people are living in villages.Most of them are
farmers or landless laborer. A large number of people are migrating from villages to
cities in search of better opportunities of life.Modern industries are on the rise and
new technology is affecting us in all steps of life.The Indian economy we inherited
then was a back-yard and stagnant economy.No doubt it required tremendous effort
to uplift our economy to its present status.
Before 1757 our Indian economy was a self-sufficient economy. But, it was
damaged to a great extent by the British rule. At the time of independence we got a
semi feudal, backward, stagnant, dependant, depleted and a disintegrated
economy.The British rule in India was responsible for the exploitation of the people
of India of whom they enslaved by their policy of divide and rule.
But, it had been completed 58 years since independence that India was able to
heal itself the scars of the British rule.To reach its present state the economy had to
be guided by planning and it chose to adopt the Mixed Economic System.Indian
economy is a mixed economy as both the private sector and public sector co-exist
and work together.In the Industrial Policy Resolution of 1948 adopted the idea of
Mixed Economy.At the time of independence the task of development of industries
was entrusted to the public sector to set up and promote basic and capital goods
industries and be a guide to the private sectors.India has ad opted mixed economy
system for its economic development.Before 1991 public sector was given the utmost
importance. But, economic crisis in 1991 led to economic reform in India.After 1991
private sector has been given more importance to increase the rate of economic
growth and free and healthy environment for the private sector.
Indian economy is a developing economy.On one hand it has a large number of
highly modernized industries while on the other hand, it has a low standard of
living, predominance of agriculture, under-utilization of resources, unemployment
and large population etc. In India the economic activities are regulated by a federal
structure of the government. The centre and the state governments both can
regulate the economic activity and life of its people.
Indian economy is an agrarian economy as there is predominance of agriculture.
Agriculture continues to provide the maximum employment and source of livelihood
to a large portion of population. A large part of the domestic product comes from
agricultural activities.Agriculture provides a large consumer market.It meets the
food requirements of large growing population.
In India there is low rate of capita formation.Since income is low, savings are low
and so rate of capital formation is low in India.So the economy cannot develop at the
fast rate desired.The productivity per worker is also low both in agriculture and in
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industry.This is due to lack of adequate capital and low level of literacy and ill health
of the workers.India has a large growing population.The annual rate of growth of
population is 1.9% per annum.The population is growing every year at a fast
rate.This causes a low rate of growth of per capita income, and a large labour force
which has to be given employment.A fast rising population needs more food, shelter,
clothing, schooling etc.
India has a vast supply of natural resources of but it is unable to use them
efficiently.This is because of low level of technology and lack of technology that can
best use these resources.For economic development natural resources must be used
efficiently.From the above mentioned character of Indian economy we can say that
there is a large possibility of fast economic growth in India. But there are some
obstacles which we can remove.First of all we should control the birth rate so that
we can control the growing population. Because most of our development will be to
satisfy their immediate requirements and so less is left for further growth.Over the
years India has been able to get a high savings rate and reasonable rate of capital
formation but yet the rate is not enough to meet the growing needs of
development.So, we should try to increase the rate of capital formation by increasing
the rate of savings.This should be increased by generating opportunities of
employment.More employment can increase the per capita income and savings.In
agriculture and industry new technology should be used to increase the
productivity.There should be more training and educational institutions for the
people.So, that there will be more educated, trained and skilled labour in agriculture
and industry.Thus there will be high productivity and the Indian economy will run
on the path of development.

1991 India- economic crisis
By 1985, India had started having balance of payments problems. By the end of
1990, it was in a serious economic crisis. The government was close to default, its
central bank had refused new credit and foreign exchange reserves had reduced to
such a point that India could barely finance three weeks’ worth of imports.India had
to airlift its gold reserves to pledge it with International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a
loan.

Causes and consequences
The crisis was caused by currency overvaluation; the current account deficit and
investor confidence played significant role in the sharp exchange rate depreciation.
The economic crisis was primarily due to the large and growing fiscal imbalances
over the 1980s.During mid eighties, India started having balance of payments
problems.Precipitated by the Gulf War, India’s oil import bill swelled, exports
slumped, credit dried up and investors took their money out. Large fiscal deficits,
over time, had a spill over effect on the trade deficit culminating in an external
payments crisis. By the end of 1990, India was in serious economic trouble.
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The gross fiscal deficit of the government (center and states) rose from 9.0% of
GDP in 1980-81 to 10.4% in 1985-86 and to 12.7% in 1990-91.For the center alone,
the gross fiscal deficit rose from 6.1% of GDP in 1980-81 to 8.3% in 1985-86 and to
8.4% in 1990-91.Since these deficits had to be met by borrowings, the internal debt
of the government accumulated rapidly, rising from 35% of GDP at the end of 198081 to 53% of GDP at the end of 1990-91.The foreign exchange reserves had dried up
to the point that India could barely finance three weeks worth of imports.
In mid-1991, India’s exchange rate was subjected to a severe adjustment. This
event began with a slide in the value of the Indian rupee leading up to mid-1991.The
authorities at the Reserve Bank of India took partial action, defending the currency
by expending international reserves and slowing the decline in value.However, in
mid-1991, with foreign reserves nearly depleted, the Indian government permitted a
sharp depreciation that took place in two steps within three days (July 1 and July 3,
1991) against major currencies.
Recovery
With India’s foreign exchange reserves at $1.2 billion in January 1991 and
depleted by half by June, barely enough to last for roughly 3 weeks of essential
imports, India was only weeks way from defaulting on its external balance of
payment obligations.
The caretaker government in India headed by Prime Minister Chandra Sekhar's,
immediate response was to secure an emergency loan of $2.2 billion from the
International Monetary Fund by pledging 67 tons of India's gold reserves as
collateral.The Reserve Bank of India had to airlift 47 tons of gold to the Bank of
England and 20 tons of gold to the Union Bank of Switzerland to raise $600
million.National sentiments were outraged and there was public outcry when it was
learned that the government had pledged the country's entire gold reserves against
the loan. Interestingly, it was later revealed that the van transporting the gold to the
airport broke down on route and panic followed. A chartered plane ferried the
precious cargo to London between 21 May and 31 May 1991, jolting the country out
of an economic slumber.The Chandra Shekhar government had collapsed a few
months after having authorized the airlift. The move helped tide over the balance of
payment crisis and kick-started Manmohan Singh’s economic reform process.
P.V. Narasimha Rao took over as Prime Minister in June, the crisis forcing him to
rope in Manmohan Singh as Finance Minister, who unshackled what was then
called the 'caged tiger'.The Narasimha Rao government ushered in several reforms
that are collectively termed as liberalisation in the Indian media.Although, most of
these reforms came because IMF required those reforms as a condition for loaning
money to India in order to overcome the crisis.There was significant opposition to
such reforms, suggesting they are an "interference with India's autonomy". Then
Prime Minister Rao's speech a week after he took office highlighted the necessity for
reforms, as New York Times reported, "Mr. Rao, who was sworn in as Prime Minister
last week, has already sent a signal to the nation -- as well as the I.M.F. -- that India
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faced no "soft options" and must open the door to foreign investment, reduce red
tape that often cripples initiative and streamline industrial policy. Mr. Rao made his
comments in a speech to the nation Saturday night." The forex reserves started
picking up with the onset of the liberalisation policies and peaked to $314.61 billion
at the end of May 2008.
Aftermath
A program of economic policy reform has since been put in place which has
yielded very satisfactory results so far. While much still remains on the unfinished
reform agenda, the prospects of macro stability and growth are indeed
encouraging.Indian Economic problems in 2012 led to comparisons to the 1991
crisis in various media outlets.
World Bank and Its Features
Founded at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in July 1944 by representatives of 44
governments, the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD),
commonly known as the World Bank, was conceived as a mechanism through which
financial resources could be funneled to Europe to aid in the rebuilding effort in the
aftermath of World War II.
Initially based solely in Washington, D.C. (where its world headquarters remains),
and from its founding to the present day dominated by the United States, the World
Bank played a key role in the cold war between the United States and the Soviet
Union: at first in western Europe, and then through its loans to nation-states in
Asia, Africa, and Latin America (the so-called Third World), considered by the United
States key sites in the struggle against international communism.
From the 1950s the World Bank broadened its mandate to encompass economic
development and poverty issues in Third World countries through its International
Finance Corporation (IFC), its International Development Association (ADA), and it’s
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), and it’s
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), which together with the IBRD
compose the World Bank Group. In 2007 the World Bank Group had 185 member
states, with close coordination between the activities of its five entities and some 40
percent of its staff based outside the United States. Its governing structure consists
of a board of governors, with a representative from each member state; a board of
executive directors; and a president.
In the decades following its foundation, the World Bank underwent a number of
broad shifts, from funding postwar reconstruction to large development projects in
Third World countries to its current focus on the alleviation of poverty and
sustainable development. Scholarly interpretations of the World Bank’s role in world
affairs vary widely. Neoclassical and neoliberal economists and social scientists tend
to interpret the World Bank in positive terms, as a force for progressive social
change. In contrast, many left leaning social scientists tend to view it as serving the
Modern Indian History (Course II)

Page 92

School of Distance Education

interests of multinational corporations and facilitating the foreign policy goals of the
world’s advanced industrial countries, particularly the United States.
The bank itself acknowledges many of its past mistakes, particularly its support
for massive “white elephant” projects in Africa and Latin America that lined the
pockets of corrupt politicians and business owners while doing little to alleviate
poverty or advance genuine economic development. Such projects included the
Kariba Dam in Zambia and Zimbabwe (Southern Rhodesia) in the 1950s, which
displaced and impoverished thousands of Tonga people; the Singrauli thermal coal
mining projects in India (financed from the mid-1970s to the early 1990s and
accused of causing massive environmental damage and human misery); and the
Yacyreta Dam in Paraguay and Argentina (financed in the 1980s and early 1990s
and denounced as an environmental catastrophe and a “monument to corruption”).
Despite divergent interpretations, all observers agree that the World Bank and the
closely affiliated International Monetary Fund, also founded at Bretton Woods in
1944, have been among the most important international financial entities of the
postwar era.
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN INDIA
The trade unionism in India developed quite slowly as compared to the western
nations.Indian trade union movement can be divided into three phases.
The first phase(1850to1900)
During this phase the inception of trade unions took place. During this period, the
working and living conditions of the labor were poor and their working hours were
long.Capitalists were only interested in their productivity and profitability.In
addition, the wages were also low and general economic conditions were poor in
industries. In order to regulate the working hours and other service conditions of the
Indian textile laborers, the Indian Factories Act was enacted in 1881.As a result;
employment of child labor was prohibited.
The growth of trade union movement was slow in this phase and later on the
Indian Factory Act of 1881 was amended in 1891. Many strikes took place in the two
decades following 1880 in all industrial cities. These strikes taught workers to
understand the power of united action even though there was no union in real
terms. Small associations like Bombay Mill-Hands Association came up by this time.
The second phase (1900 to 1946)
This phase was characterized by the development of organized trade unions and
political movements of the working class. Between 1918 and 1923, many unions
came into existence in the country.At Ahmedabad, under the guidance of Mahatma
Gandhi, occupational unions like spinners’ unions and weavers’ unions were
formed. A strike was launched by these unions under the leadership of Mahatma
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Gandhi who turned it into a satyagrah. These unions federated into industrial union
known as Textile Labor Association in 1920.In 1920, the First National Trade union
organization (The All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC)) was established. Many of
the leaders of this organization were leaders of the national Movement. In 1926,
Trade union law came up with the efforts of Mr. N N Joshi that became operative
from 1927.During 1928; All India Trade Union Federation (AITUF) was formed.
The third phase (1947- )
The third phase began with the emergence of independent India (in 1947).The
partition of country affected the trade union movement particularly Bengal and
Punjab.By 1949; four central trade union organizations were functioning in the
country:
The All India Trade Union Congress,
The Indian National Trade Union Congress,
The Hindu Mazdoor Sangh, and
The United Trade Union Congress
The working class movement was also politicized along the lines of political
parties.For instance Indian national trade Union Congress (INTUC) is the trade
union arm of the Congress Party. The AITUC is the trade union arm of the
Communist Party of India.Besides workers, white-collar employees, supervisors and
managers are also organized by the trade unions,as for example in the Banking,
Insurance
and
Petroleum
industries.
Trade unions in India
The Indian workforce consists of 430 million workers, growing 2% annually.The
Indian labor markets consist of three sectors:
The rural workers, who constitute about 60% of the workforce.
Organized sector, which employs 8 per cent of workforce, and
The urban informal sector (which includes the growing software industry and other
services, not included in the formal sector) which constitutes the rest 32% of the
workforce.
At present there are twelve Central Trade Union Organizations in India:
All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC)
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS)
Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU)
Hind Mazdoor Kisan Panchayat (HMKP)
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Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS)
Indian Federation of Free Trade Unions (IFFTU)
Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC)
National Front of Indian Trade Unions (NFITU)
National Labor Organization (NLO)
Trade Unions Co-ordination Centre (TUCC)
United Trade Union Congress (UTUC) and
United Trade Union Congress - Lenin Sarani (UTUC - LS)
PEASANT UPRISINGS IN INDIA
Peasant movement is defined by Kathleen Gough as an attempt of a group to effect
change in the face of resistance and the peasant are people who are engaged in an
agricultural or related production with primitive means who surrender part of their
or its equivalent to landlords or to agents of change.The history of peasant
movements can be traced to colonial period when repressive economic policies, the
new land revenue system, the colonial administrative and judicial system and the
ruin of handicrafts leading to the overcrowding of land transformed the agrarian
structure and impoverished the peasantry.In the zamindari system peasants were
left to the mercies of the Zamindars who exploited them in form of illegal dues.The
British government levied heavy land revenue in the Ryotwari areas.Peasants were
forced to borrow money from the moneylenders and they were reduced to the status
of tenants at will, share croppers and landless laborers while their lands, crops and
cattle passed into the hands to landlords, trader moneylenders and such peasants.
When the peasants could take it no longer they resisted against the oppression and
exploitation through uprisings. Peasant Movements occupy an important place in
the history of social unrest in India though the aims and objectives of these
movements differ in nature and degree from region to region.It is in this sense that
these movements also aimed at the unification of the peasants of a region,
development of leadership, ideology and a peasant elite.Through these movements
emerged a new power structure and peasant alliance.The genesis of peasant
movements rest in the relationship patterns of different social categories existing
within the framework of feudal and semi feudal structure of our society. In the post
Independence period the nature and objectives of the peasant movement have
changed to getting remunerative prices for agricultural produce, to increase
agricultural production, to establish parity between prices of agricultural produce
and industrial goods and to get minimum wages for the agricultural laborers.
Agrarian movements in contemporary India may be broadly classified into two
main categories.The first type of movements is those of the poor, the marginal or
small peasants.These movements voice the demands related to their economic
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condition, for example, demand of the agricultural labourers for higher wages and
better working condition.The second type of movements is of the more prosperous
peasants, those who produce a considerable surplus within the rural economy.These
movements are often in social science literature referred to as ‘Farmers’ Movement’
or ‘New Agrarianism’ or ‘New Peasant Movements’.The first category of movements
date back to the colonial period.In India 77 peasant uprisings took place since the
British period.In the initial years the sporadic movements were directed against the
extraction of the Zamindars and other forms of intermediaries. We shall see later
that these movements were and are around the grievances of the rural poor and in
the pre independence years they developed in close connection with the national
movement.The second category of movement has arisen in recent years in the Green
revolution areas such as in western Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,Punjab or southwestern Maharashtra or in the far south such as Karnataka or Tamil Nadu and it is
the rich and the middle peasants, the prosperous within the rural economy that
organise and lead it. These movements have become much more prominent in recent
years.
The movements target the state, the bureaucratic apparatus and demand among
other things concessions from the state like, rise in the remunerative prices for
crops, decrease in the prices of agricultural inputs, providing electricity at a cheap
rate etc. By focussing on the decline in the terms of trade over the years they also
have created and highlighted a distinction between the ‘town’ and the ‘country’ and
some of the leaders (for example, Sharad Joshi of the Shetkari Sangathana)
emphasises that ‘Bharat’ is being exploited by ‘India’.
In this section, we concentrate on the origins and the nature of the movement of
different kinds, the demands raised, issues involved and the problems with the
movements. In the first part of this section, we look at the nature of agrarian
mobilisation and the peasant movements in the colonial period by focussing on the
mobilisation and movements led by the Congress and the others led by the
Communist Party of India. We shall focus on the relation of the peasant movement
with that of the national movement and also the two most prominent movements,
Tebhaga and Telengana that were led by the Communists. In the second part we
look at the agrarian mobilisation and movements after independence. In the last part
of our discussion we look briefly at the ‘Farmers’ movements that had acquired
prominence in contemporary India.
The Congress, Communists and Peasant Movements in Colonial India
The peasants had been the worst sufferers of the British Raj in colonial India.
Even before the Congress decided to mobilise the peasants, the latter had already
developed their organisations and were in fact protesting against the local
Zamindars who, to them, were the main enemies.Thus there has been much peasant
unrest and occasional uprisings in the pre- nationalist era.The two most important
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uprisings in the pre nationalist period were the movement of the Indigo planters of
1860 and the Moplah uprising of 1921 in Malabar.In the initial years the Congress
ignored the urgency of improving the agrarian situation.It was only in the 1920s that
Gandhi sought to convert the Congress organisation into a mass organisation and
hence thought of bringing the peasants into the fold of the Congress.Two important
developments were in fact responsible for the establishment of contact between the
peasants and the Congress in the late 1920s. The first was the constant banging of
the Congress doors by the peasants on the one hand and second was the need by
the Congress to enlist peasant support for the national movement.
Despite the fact that the Congress took a late initiative in reaching the peasants in
the countryside, it became a strong force to reckon with very soon.Since the
Congress wanted to become a political party of all the classes in the Indian society, it
attracted even the landed rich to enter the organisation and once the later entered, it
is the latter who in fact dominated the organization and decided the rural strategies
of the party and hence the Congress could not pursue any radical peasant agitation.
The Congress was more interested in enlisting the support of the bulk of the
peasants for the purpose of national agitation but never went for and encouraged
class war with the upper strata in rural society. In a nutshell, it can be said that
because of Gandhi’s and Congress’ emphasis on class harmony and because of its
primary emphasis on socio-cultural revival of the rural community that the
Congress could never launch serious agitations in the countryside, though it was
able to draw the support of a part of the rural community during its anti imperialist
agitations.
Apart from the Congress, the Communists were the other major force that
mobilised the peasants.Though the CPI was formed in 1920, (to some in 1925), its
serious engagement with the peasantry started with the formation of the All India
Kisan Congress later renamed as the Kisan Sabha and the primary purpose of the
Sabha was to mobilise the peasants. It is after this pursuing broadly a tactics of
‘United Front’ in cooperation with the national movement the CPI increased its
membership in the peasant front and set the stage for the most revolutionary
struggles in the countryside, though most of the struggles, as we shall see later,
were local in their spread.The tactics that the Communists adopted were to work at
the grass root level and this tactics paid them rich dividends.In the countryside they
worked through the Kisan Sabhas.In the beginning it was not a class based
organisation, it represented even the well to do peasants, though, in this period, the
Communists ensured that the Kisan Sabha would take up at least some of the
issues of the rural poor.The rural rich were well represented in the Sabha because of
the Congress Socialists’ emphasis on a multi- class organisation. It was only in the
years 1941-43 that the AIKS passed into the hands of the Communists and it Swami
Shajanand who tried to build the Kisan Sabha as an organisation of the rural poor
and this alienated the rich and the middle peasants. The control of the CPI over the
Kisan Sabha was complete by the year 1944-45.The membership of the Kisan Sabha
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kept on increasing and by 1944 it increased to 553,427.After completely capturing it
the CPI and the Kisan Sabha could in fact make the Sabha an organisation of the
poor peasants, tenants-at will, sharecroppers and landless agricultural labourers.It
is with this base that it could, in the later years, launch and lead agrarian struggles,
in the pre-independence period.The Tebhaga movement in Bengal (1946-47) and the
Telengana movement (1946-51) in the former Hyderabad state were led by the
Communists and it is these movements that we now turn to.
THE TEBHAGA MOVEMENT
The Tebhaga movement is one of the two great movements, which arose in India in
the midforties immediately after World War II.The movement arose in North Bengal
and included the districts of Dinajpur and Rangpur in East Bengal and Jalpaiguri
and Malda in West Bengal.The movement was for the reduction in the share of the
produce from one-half to one-third, that is the rent, which they used to pay to the
jotedars who possessed superior rights on land.It was revolutionary in character in
terms of the demands raised and was consciously organized by the Kisan
Sabha.Hence it marked a departure from the pattern of movements noticed in the
country under the leadership of the Congress and influenced by the Gandhian
ideology.
In Bengal where the revolt took place the permanent settlement had been
introduced in 1793 and this had inaugurated a new arrangement in the pattern of
landholding in the region. Between the Zamindars and the direct peasant producers
there came into being a number of intermediaries such as the Jotedars.These
Jotedars in turn used to sublet their land to the bargadars or the share- croppers
who cultivated the land and used to pay a part (one half) of the produce known as
adhi or bhag to the jotedars. The rights of the Bargadars in the piece of land, which
they cultivated, were only temporary and existed only for a fixed period usually for a
period of five years.The Jotedars were not the only exploiters in the rural economy
but there also existed the Mahajans or moneylenders (often the landlords
themselves) who used to provide credit to the Bargadars.Thus the exploitation of the
Bargadars by the Jotedars and the Mahajans was complete.There were a few
peasant owners (middle peasants) who owned and cultivated on their pieces of land
but were always under pressure and very often lost their land and joined the
category of landless peasants and turned Bargadars often on their own pieces of
land.
Though the Bargadars constituted around one fifth and quarter of the rural
population, the movement encompassed the entire rural population. The condition of
the rural landless and the peasants became horrible with the Bengal Famine of
1943, when, according to conservative estimates, 3.5 million peasants perished in
the Great Bengal Famine.The movement began as a movement of the middle
peasants on their own behalf but later on drew on the sharecroppers or the
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Bargadars. Bhowani Sen points out that the history of the Tebhaga movement can
be traced back to 1939 when small peasants revolted against the Jotedars.Officially,
however, it started in 1946 though it gathered momentum in the years since 1945.It
was only in 1946, when the Communist Party of India threw its weight behind the
movement, it took a revolutionary turn.The main struggles were fought during the
time of the harvest season when the sharecroppers refused to provide the amount of
paddy to the Jotedars.
Refusing to pay to the Jotedars, the Bargadars took away the paddy to their
houses or Khamars (threshing place) and that precipitated the struggles in the
countryside.The Jotedars got the support of the police to protect their interests.It
was the peasant committees, which became a power in the villages and led the
peasants. These committees carried out the administration of the villages.The
Muslim League and the Congress supported the Jotedars and eventually was
successful in suppressing the movement.The movement eventually collapsed and
was officially called off in the summer of 1947.Though the movement failed; it had
important implications for the entire history of agrarian struggles in India.
THE TELENGANA PEASANT UPRISING
The Telengana peasant movement started in mid-1946 and continued till the
October of 1951.The movement engulfed the whole of the Telengana region of the
Hyderabad state and the adjoining districts of the Andhra delta. It has been
regarded as the most revolutionary of all the movements in India, in its character
and political objectives.The CPI through its peasant wing, the Kisan Sabha,
launched the movement.It appears that the CPI could launch the movement after it
eschewed the strategy of ‘United Front’ and adopted a strategy of initiating
insurrectionary struggles.
In the whole of Hyderabad state to which the Telengana region belonged, there
were two main types of land tenure. The first was the Khalsa or Diwani tenure,
which was similar to the raiyatwari system that is the peasant-proprietary
system.Under this system the landowners were not called actual owners but were
called pattadars (registered occupants) and under this system lay around 60% of the
land of Hyderabad. The actual occupants were the shikmidars, who had full rights of
occupancy but were not registered. When the pressure on land grew the shikmidars
also leased out their land to the tenants but the later were not the real owners,
neither had they any protection against eviction.The second kind of tenure, which
existed, was under the jagirdari system.Sarf –e-khas was the special land assigned to
the Nizam himself.These were the crown lands and the Nizam’s noblemen, who were
granted land in return of military services during emergency administered these
lands.The peasants, under the jagirdari system, were the most oppressed.In the
whole of Hyderabd state, the peasantry in the Telengana region suffered the most
oppressive system of exploitation.
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The movement led by the Communists began in Nalgonda district in 1946 and
then spread to the neighbouring Warangal and Bidar districts and finally engulfed
the whole of the Telengana region.The objective of the movement, from the very
beginning, was a broad one and was concerned with the whole of the peasantry
against illegal and excessive extraction by the rural feudal aristocracy.The most
powerful demand was that all peasant debt should be written off.
The second stage of the movement began when in order to counter the oppression
let loose by the aristocracy the peasantry launched the armed struggle.Thus, with
this, the movement entered into its revolutionary phase.It entered the revolutionary
phase when over 2,000 villages set up their own ‘Peoples Committees’; these
‘Committees’ took over land, maintained their own army and own
administration.This rule of the peasants in a large part of the region and the armed
resistance continued until 1950 and was finally crushed by the Indian army. It was
ultimately called off in 1951.It was an agrarian struggle in which many peasants
were killed by the army of the landed gentry and later by the Indian army after the
takeover of the Hyderabad state by the Indian army. The demands raised were broad
ones and the nature of the struggle itself makes this movement one of the most
revolutionary agrarian struggles of India unmatched so far in the Indian history.
The Movements of the Rural Poor in the Post-Colonial India.
In Independent India it has been the Left, parliamentary as well as nonparliamentary who have been the main organisers of the peasants. Mobilisation has
taken place on different issues like increase in agricultural wages, land to the tiller,
etc. and the principal target has been the rural rich on whose mercy the landless
labourers and the marginal peasants depend.Since the established Communists
accepted the parliamentary form of struggle and almost eschewed armed revolt as a
form of struggle, the Independent India has not witnessed any major armed uprising
in the countryside except in Naxalbari.The CPI, in the initial years, pinned its hope
on the Congress government for bringing about radical programmes to alter the
landholding pattern in the countryside.As the Congress governments adopted land
reforms in various states, the CPI focussed its attention on the implementation part
of the programme.
The CPI diluted its programme and moved further away from its radical strategy
when, in its Congress in 1958 at Amritsar, it officially adopted a programme of
peaceful transition to socialism.It split in 1964 on the primary question of strategy
to be adopted but the CPI (M) that was formed as a result of the split, in the future
years accepted and adopted almost a similar strategy.Therefore, it is due to this, the
two mainstream Communist parties have not taken recourse to non- parliamentary
method for the purpose of addressing the agrarian question in the Indian
countryside.Direct struggles in the countryside have been eschewed by the
mainstream Left that has accepted parliamentary form of mobilisation and
movements through its mass organisations.The parties have been organising and
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mobilising the peasants and the agricultural workers on different issues but its
areas of strength lies in only a few regions of the country.
Both the mainstream Communist parties, the CPI and the CPI (M) have formed
peasant organisations like the Kisan Sabhas and organisation of agricultural
labourers for mobilising the concerned sections and have achieved limited success in
Kerala, West Bengal, and Tripura and in some other states.Similarly the CPI (M-L) is
active in Bihar and has formed its peasant front, the Bihar Pradesh Kisan Sabha
(BPKS) which is active in many of the districts of Bihar including those districts
which are now in the new state of Jharkhand, organising the rural poor and also the
middle peasants by taking up issues which affect them.The non-parliamentary Left,
for example the Marxist Coordination Committee (MCC) or the Peoples War Group
(PWG), has been mobilising the rural poor in states like Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Orissa and Punjab and using violence as a strategy to address the
question of the rural poor. Hence the Communists in the country had met with
limited success in the countryside. In the next part of the section, we turn to the
Naxalbari peasant uprising led by a faction of the CPI (M) that took place in the
country after Independence.
The Naxalbari Peasant Uprising
The Naxalbari peasant uprising that occurred in the northern part of West Bengal
is the last of the major uprisings India has witnessed.It took place in post-colonial
India and was led by a faction of the CPI (M).The two most prominent leaders of the
CPI (M) who disagreed with the official position of the party and led the movement
were Kanu Sanyal and Charu Mazumdar.It erupted in the foothills of the eastern
Himalayas in West Bengal, in a place called Naxalbari falling within the subdivision
of Siliguri in Darjeeling district.It is in Naxalbari, Kharibari and Phansidewa, the
three police station areas where the movement took a militant turn.The region is
different from that of the whole of West Bengal because within it, there exists
numerous tea plantations and a large proportion of tribal population.Tea plantations
have developed along the lines of a plantation economy whereas the tribal
population in this region includes the Santhals, Rajbansis, Oraons, Mundas and a
small number of Terrai Gurkhas.It is because of the combination of these two factors
that the whole region has a history of land disputes in West Bengal. The landless
peasants in this region had since long claimed that their land were being encroached
by the tea estates and also by the rich peasants.Thus it is because of this
peculiarity, the Naxalbari area had witnessed a number of peasant disputes led
mainly by an indigenous peasant leadership and not by the outside middle class
leaders.
The agrarian revolt arose in the month of April 1967 after the formation of the new
government in West Bengal in which the CPI (M) was a major partner.The movement
continued till June in full swing in the whole Siliguri subdivision.Kanu Sanyal, the
leader of the movement specified ten great tasks, which included inter alia, land
which was not owned and tilled by peasant themselves was to be redistributed,
peasants were to burn all legal deeds and documents,unequal agreements between
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the moneylenders and the peasants were to be declared null and void, hoarded rice
were to be confiscated by the peasants and distributed among the peasants, all
jotedars to be tried and sentenced to death etc. He urged the peasants to arm
themselves with traditional weapons.
The high point of the movement was reached in the month of May. Forcible
occupations by the peasants took place and according to government sources there
were around 60 cases of forcible occupations, looting of rice and paddy and
intimidation and assaults. The leaders of the movement claimed that around 90% of
the peasants in the Siliguri subdivision supported the movement.The movement
came to a halt, when, under central government pressure, the West Bengal police
entered the region and swept the area.Cases of killing of landlords were carried on
later as a part of the annihilation strategy.The movement spread to other areas of
the state and elsewhere in Bihar and Andhra Pradesh later in the form of the
Naxalite movement.Thus,the Naxalbari peasant uprising had far reaching
consequences in the Independent India.
The Movements of the Rural Rich: Farmers’ Movements in Contemporary
India.
In this part of the section, we shall focus on two of the prominent movements of
the rural rich, one led by the Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) in western Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana and the Shetkari Sangathan (SS) which represents primarily the
interests of the sugarcane, cotton, tobacco, grape and onion growers in south-west
Maharashtra though it also has its base in Gujarat. There are other organisations
and movements in the country as well like the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha
movement led by Nanjundaswamy in Karnataka and Vivasayigal Sangam movement
led by Narayanswamy Naidu in Tamil Nadu, the Khedut movement in south of
Gujarat; but in recent years, the BKU movement led by Mahendra Singh Tikait and
the movement by the SS led by Sharad Joshi has drawn more national attention
because of their militancy and spread.We would begin with the BKU and then come
to a discussion of the SS and end up with a comparison of the two movements.
Before we look at the BKU, let us look at the nature of the rural economy in the
west Uttar Pradesh and in the states of Punjab and Haryana that forms the
backbone of the movement.This region is highly prosperous because of the massive
capitalist investment in agriculture.Apart from foodgrains, sugarcane is the principal
crop that is produced. A section of the peasantry having land in these states has
been transformed into a class of capitalist farmers who produce much more than
what their family consumes and hence the surplus is sold in the market. They own
capital assets like tractors, thrashers, pump sets etc. and hire agricultural labourers
for the purpose of cultivation since their family labour is not sufficient.
The BKU was originally formed on August 13, 1978 in Haryana under the
guidance of Charan Singh, the undisputed peasant leader of North India. The death
of Charan Singh in 1987 created a political vacuum among the peasants in North
India and this was filled up by Mahendra Singh Tikait.After the death of Charan
Singh, Tikait attempted to convert the organisation into a militant one after the
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Shamli agitation in April, 1987 in Muzzafarnagar district.In this agitation the BKU
raised demands against rise in power tariff and erratic supply of electricity that was
so crucial for the farmers of western Uttar Pradesh.The concessions which the BKU
was able to secure (a reduction in the power tariff by one sixth) increased the
prestige of the BKU and its leader, Mahendra Singh Tikait and soon after that a
large number of rich peasants from several districts joined the organisation.After the
Shamli agitation, two more agitations solidified the support base of the BKU and
brought the BKU into national prominence.
The two agitations were the Dharna in Meerut and Delhi in 1988.The agitations
were long and militant in nature and received widespread support.The Meerut
dharna continued for 25 days and was impressive and peaceful.The main demands
of the movements were similar to the demands of the other agitations of the
prosperous farmers in the country.The demands centred around, electricity,
remunerative prices, low import costs and the inclusion of BKU representatives on
various committess appointed by the government for fixation of prices.Since then the
BKU has successfully spearheaded the farmers’ movement in north India under the
leadership of Mahendra Singh Tikait.
A few important points regarding the BKU should be noted at this juncture.It
began as an organisation of all the rich farmers of western Uttar Pradesh but today
it has essentially become the organisations of the well to do Jat peasant.The
membership is primarily made up of the Jats. The Rajputs, the Gujars, the Tyagis
and the Muslims (the other farmers) after participating enthusiastically in the BKU
led movements in its early years had deserted the organisation.Thus the BKU has
lost its multi-caste peasant alliance character.The second fundamental point
regarding the BKU is its apolitical character.The constitution of the BKU states very
clearly that it is an apolitical organisation.The leadership of the BKU has zealously
guarded the apolitical character of the organisation. Mahendra Singh Tikait detests
politics and argues that all parties are parties of India and not of Bharat.
Sharad Joshi’s Shetkari Sangathana has its origin in the late 1970s when, in
October 1979, it opened an office in Chakan, Maharashtra. It primarily represents
the interests of the farmers who cultivate cotton, onions, tobacco, grapes and
sugarcane in rural Maharashtra.The SS and Sharad Joshi rose to national
prominence with the rasta roko (block roads) agitation in 1980 when tens and
thousands of farmers in the state of Maharashtra blocked important roads
connecting Bombay and other cities and the most important issue, which the SS
raised, was the issue of low prices of sugarcane and cotton and demanded that the
prices of these products be raised.The movement was successful because it was able
to secure some rise in the prices of the commodities and also because it was able to
bring the farmers’ movement in the state to prominence.
Sharad Joshi again sought to address the plight of the Farmers with the Nipani
agitation in April 1981.The movement’s support, however, started declining till the
mid, 1980s due to the fact that though the leadership announced a number of
agitations, it did not launch any serious one. In the early 1980s, Sharad Joshi
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entered the Gujarat scene. Since then the SS is associated with the farmers’
movement in Gujarat.His novel contribution in Gujarat lay in his emphasis that the
Farmers’ movement cannot succeed unless and until the agricultural labours and
poor peasants are associated with the movement. With this emphasis, he was able to
entice the rural poor within the Kheduts’ movement or farmers’ movement. In 1985
the SS took a very pragmatic decision in Maharashtra of supporting opposition
political parties and started closely working with the other organisations and people
who were associated with the rural sector.This paid some dividends and it is due to
this its support base broadened.The next agitation that it organised was of January
1987 over cotton prices.Since then the farmers’ movement in Maharashtra has
matured and gained prominence; but in recent years, there has been a considerable
decline in the support base of the SS largely due to the fact that it has failed to
launch any serious agitation in the 1990s and also because of Joshi’s blatant
support to the liberalisation of the economy.
A few points regarding the SS movement of Sharad Joshi must be made before we
attempt to compare it with the BKU movement of Mahendra Singh Tikait in north
India.The SS movement of Maharashtra and Gujarat is the movement of the rich
farmers like that of the BKU movement in north India though it also voices the
demands and interests of the rural poor. Another crucial point regarding the SS is
that the movement aims at reducing the role of the state; the state is considered as
the greatest enemy of the farmers. It is because of this position that it has embraced
liberalisation, open market and even the Dunkel draft partially.
Though the similarities between the BKU and the SS are striking, there are
dissimilarities as well.Gupta has noted six differences between the two.We shall
however discuss only three briefly.The BKU is largely concerned with the owner
cultivators, primarily jats of the region whereas the SS has tried to mobilise the rural
poor though essentially it is a movement of the rural rich.Secondly, the SS
movement is a movement, which has been joined and led by a few intellectuals,
making it an ideologically organised movement in contrast to the BKU which
posseses only an informal organisational set up. Lastly, the BKU now mainly
represents the egalitarian Jat owner cultivators whereas the SS represents primarily
the Marathas but it is not an organisation of a single caste.The Dhangars, Malis and
Banjaras are equally involved in the organisation.
EXERCISES
“The Non Alignment Movement was largely the product of India’s efforts”.Do you
agree.Substantiate.
What is SAARC?
Discuss the salient features of Indian economy.
Write a short essay on the peasant uprisings in India since Independence.
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UNIT-VI
CHALLENGES AGAINST THE NATION
Struggles within the Nation-Secessionist/Separatist movements of India
There are various separatist movements in India, mainly in the north-east of the
country.There are three main secessionist movements namely Khalistan, Assam and
Kashmir.Minor incidents have also occurred in Tripura, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Manipur and, Nagaland.The more important issue with these states however is
territorial dispute with neighboring states, rather than independence from India.The
most high profile separatist actions have been in Kashmir.
India introduced AFSPA in 1958 to put down separatist movements in certain
parts of the country.The law was first enforced in Manipur and later enforced in
other insurgency-ridden north-eastern states.It was extended to most parts of
Indian-administered Kashmir soon after the outbreak of armed insurgency in
1989.The law gives soldiers immunity against prosecution unless the Indian
government gives prior sanction for such prosecution.The government maintains
that the AFSPA is necessary to restore normalcy in regions like Kashmir and
Manipur.

Kashmir
Let us have a look at the Kashmir issue. At the time of independence, there were
over five hundred princely states.These states were given three options: (a) to merge
with India,(b) to merge with Pakistan, or (c) to remain independent. The kings were
given guidelines to take a decision based on physical proximity and the opinion of
the people. While problem of most of the states was solved with ease, the rulers of
Hyderabad, Junagadh and Kashmir showed a bit of a hesitation in taking their
decisions. Hyderabad and Junagadh were merged into India by military action.
Jammu and Kashmir was a Muslim majority state with over 80% Muslim
Population. Kashmir's Maharaja Hari Singh wanted to remain independent and he
had the vision of developing Kashmir into the Switzerland of Asia. He offered a
standstill agreement to both India and Pakistan.While Pakistan accepted the treaty,
India refused.Before any conclusive decision could be reached about the status of
Kashmir, Pakistan invaded Kashmir through its army disguised as tribals. Maharaja
Hari Singh left the valley for security reasons. Sheikh Abdullah, the chief of the
National Conference, played a major role in the post-aggression scenario. The king
began negotiations with India through emissaries for sending the army to Kashmir
to defend Kashmir. Sheikh Abdullah backed it up and ensured that the Indian army
intervenes.
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Nehru stated that unless some agreement is signed, India could not send its army
to a state where it has no legal standing. Accordingly, a treaty of accession was
drafted with communalism: Illustrated Primer Article 370 for safeguarding the
interests of the people of the state.The accession treaty's principle was 'Two Chiefs,
Two Constitutions' (Do Pradhan Do Vidhan). India was to look after defence, external
affairs, communication and currency, while the assembly would decide all other
matters. The provisions of the Indian Constitution were not to be made applicable to
Kashmir, as Kashmir was to have its own Constitution.On these conditions, India
sent its army. By that time Pakistani army had already occupied a third of Kashmir.
To avoid civilian casualties, a ceasefire was declared and the matter was taken to
the United Nations.As per the UN resolution, a plebiscite was to be held after both
the armies vacated Kashmir. This has not taken place so far.Pakistan declared its
part of Kashmir as Azad Kashmir and the Indian part had its prime minister and a
Sardar-e-Riyasat.The Indian government came under pressure from the Jan Sangh
(the previous avatar of the BJP) and-other ultra national elements to forcibly merge
Kashmir into India by diluting and gradually reducing the autonomy of
Kashmir.Sheikh Abdullah, the popular prime minister, refused to yield to the
Government of India's pressures. On the charge of treason, he was sentenced to jail
for 17 years. During this time the post of Kashmir's prime minister was changed to
chief minister and the Sardar-e-Riyasat was changed to Governor, and gradually the
reach of the Indian constitution was extended to Kashmir.
The Indian government started to supervise the affairs of Kashmir.The democratic
process started getting weaker and weaker. All the central governments had acted on
the basis of distrust in the local leadership. After the dismissal of Farouq Abullah in
1984 and the massive rigging of elections in 1987, the process of disillusionment
amongst the people in the valley was complete and the youth became more
vulnerable to the path of violence.This initiated a process of alienation among
Kashmiri youth.This resulted in the rise of militancy due to the restrictions on the
democratic process.The internal dissatisfaction led to support to terrorism.Taking
advantage of this, Pakistan started sending its militants and the problem started
getting worse by the day. Again Faroukh Abdullah was jailed for seven long years,
showing that the central government did not trust the locally elected
representatives.Another factor was the Al Qaeda's entry. A section of Al Qaeda,
which had been set up by the US to fight against the Soviet army in Afghanistan,
entered the valley, having achieved their goal in Afghanistan.
The worsening communal scenario in India in the decade of the 1980s added fuel
to the fire of terrorism in Kashmir. Meanwhile, a communal angle was being given to
the harmony prevalent between Kashmiri Pandits and the local Muslim
population.Terrorists took advantage of that distortion. A section of terrorists did
target the Hindus on purpose.A sense of fear and insecurity gripped the Hindus.
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Jagmohan, who was appointed the Governor of Kashmir, operated on the premise
that all Kashmiri Muslims are terrorists.And so he felt that if Pandits leave the
valley, he can deal firmly with the militants.Accordingly, he offered transport to
Pandits to leave the valley.The local leaders of the Muslim community opposed the
move to the hilt. But Communalism: Rise and Growth encouraged by Jagmohan, the
Pandits left the valley and are living a wretched life in refugee camps. It also must be
noted that among the victims of terrorist violence there are a large number of
Muslims who were either killed or had to leave the valley. Essentially a problem
between two neighbouring countries has been given a communal color.The Kashmiri
leadership had the opportunity to merge with Pakistan but they did not do so all.
Even today many Kashmiri Muslims are opposed to a merger with Pakistan.
Despite the severe alienation resulting from the policies of Indian rulers, due to
suppression of their ethnic aspirations and repeated dismissals of popular
governments by the Indian government, the Kashmiri people are even today not
opting for Pakistan as the alternative. Their main demand has been to preserve their
autonomy as promised in the treaty of accession; their main aspiration is to preserve
the ethnic character of Kashmir and to be able to live life away from the crossfire
resulting due to the interference of Pakistan and the mistrust of the Indian state. In
one of the recent opinion polls conducted by Outlook (16 October 2000) 74% of the
respondents feel that separate identity of Kashmir is what is required, 16% favoured
greater autonomy and only 2% wanted merger with Pakistan. 39% still felt that a
solution could be found within the framework of the Indian Constitution.The major
spurt in the activities of militants took place from 1990 onwards; in the aftermath of
the rigged elections of 1987.We will have a look at some of the figures of the
casualties and destruction of property in Kashmir by the militants.
The militants are communal, look what have they have done to Kashmiri
Pandits.The wholesale migration of Pandits from the valley is a big blow to the
traditions of the valley.As the figures above show, the damage by militants is to both
the communities and not to Hindus alone. The Pandits had first considered
migration in 1986 but this decision was held in abeyance due to the appeals of a
goodwill mission, which was constituted by reputed Kashmiris steeped in plural
culture. In 1990 the militancy was stepped up.This time around Jagmohan, the
hardcore right-winger, was the governor of Kashmir and he ensured dissolution of
the goodwill mission to Pandits by pressurizing one of the Pandit members of the
team to migrate to Jammu In March 1990 Balraj Puri stated, 'I found no hostility
among common Muslims in Kashmir against Pandits, and allegations of gross
violations of human rights by security forces needs to be investigated' . At that time
Hindu communal forces took it upon themselves to spread fear and terror amongst
Pandits. 'Much disinformation is being spread in Jammu and Delhi that scores of
Hindu temples and the shrines have been desecrated or destroyed in Kashmir. This
was only partly true and it is baffling that the Government has not communalism:
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Illustrated Primer thought it fit to ask Doordarshan to do a program on mandirs in
Kashmir just to reassure people that they remain unharmed' (Press Council of India,
1991).
Thus the problem of Pandits migration is an unfortunate outcome of the alienation
of Kashmiri people resulting in militancy, Hindu communalist outfits' baseless
spreading of fear psychosis and the pressure of Governor Jagmohan, and not due to
Hindu-Muslim hostility.
PUNJAB
During the eighties, Punjab was engulfed by a separatist movement which was
transformed into a campaign of terror and which has been aptly described by some
as a low intensity war and a dangerous crisis for the Indian nation.The genesis of
the problem lay in the growth of communalism in Punjab in the course of the 20th
century and, in particular, since 1947, and which erupted into extremism,
separatism and terrorism after 1980.Before 1947, communalism in Punjab was a
triad with Muslim, Hindu and Sikh communalism, opposing one another, and the
latter two joining forces against the first. After August 1947, Muslim communalism
having disappeared from the Punjab, Hindu and Sikh communalism was pitted
against each other.
From the beginning the Akali leadership adopted certain communal themes that
became the constitutive elements of Sikh communalism in all its phases.Denying the
ideal of a secular polity, the Akalis asserted that religion and politics could not be
separated as the two were essentially combined in Sikhism.They also claimed that
the Akali Dal was the sole representative of the Sikh Panth that was defined as a
combination of the Sikh religion and the political and other secular interests of all
Sikhs.
The more moderate leaders were not far behind in articulating these communal
complaints.Moreover with the passage of time, the extremists’ influence kept on
growing, and was in any case, met with little criticism or disavowal from the more
moderate Akalis. For example, addressing the All India Akali Conference in 1953,
Master Tara Singh who dominated Akali Dal as well as the Sikh Gurudwara
Prabhandhak Committee (SGPC) at the time, said: ‘Englishman has gone (sic), but
our liberty has not come. For us the so-called liberty is simply a change of masters,
black for white. Under the garb of democracy and secularism our Panth, our liberty
and our religion are being crushed’. Interestingly, no evidence other than that of the
denial of Punjabi Suba was offered for this long list of grievances.
ASSAM
Migration of outsiders into Assam has a long history.The British administration
had encouraged migration of thousands of Biharis to work on the tea-plantations
and of hundreds of thousands of Bengali peasants to settle on the vast uncultivated
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tracts of Assam.Till recently, Assamese landlords had welcomed the hardworking
Bengali tenants in the sparsely populated Assam. Between 1939 and 1947 Muslim
communalists’ encouraged Bengali Muslim migration to create a better bargaining
position in case of partition of India.Partition led to a large-scale refugee influx from
Pakistani
Bengal
into
Assam
besides
West
Bengal
and
Tripura.
In 1971, after the Pakistani crackdown in East Bengal, more than one million
refugees sought shelter in Assam. Most of them went back after the creation of
Bangladesh, but nearly 100,000 remained.After 1971,there occurred a fresh,
continuous and large-scale influx of land-hungry Bangladeshi peasants into Assam.
But land in Assam had by now become scarce, and Assamese peasants and tribals
feared loss of their holdings. However, this demographic transformation generated
the feeling of linguistic, cultural and political insecurity, which overwhelmed the
Assamese and imparted a strong emotional content to their movement against illegal
migrants in the eighties.
The demographic transformation of Assam created apprehension among many
Assamese that the swamping of Assam by foreigners and non-Assamese Indians
would lead to the Assamese being reduced to a minority in their own land and
consequently to the subordination of their language and culture, loss of control over
their economy and politics, and, in the end, the loss of their very identity and
individuality as a people. Though illegal migration had surfaced as a political matter
several times since 1950, it burst as a major issue in 1979 when it became clear
that a large number of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh had become voters in the
state. Afraid of their acquiring a dominant role in Assam's politics through the
coming election at the end of 1979, the All Assam Students Union (AASU) and the
Assam Gana Sangram Parishad (Assam People's Struggle Council), a coalition of
regional political, literary and cultural associations, started a massive, anti-illegal
migration movement.
The leaders of the movement claimed that the number of illegal aliens was as high
as 31 to 34 per cent of the state's total population.They, therefore, asked the central
government to seal Assam's borders to prevent farther inflow of migrants, to identify
all illegal aliens and delete their names from the voters list and to postpone elections
till this was done, and to deport or disperse to other parts of India all those who had
entered the state after 1961.So strong was the popular support to the movement
that elections could not be held in fourteen out of sixteen constituencies.
Telengana
Andhras is a case of a single linguistic cultural region being engulfed by political
conflict and sub-regional movements based on disparity in development and
presumed inequality in economic opportunities.Andhra was created as a separate
state in October 1953 and in November 1956 the Telugu-speaking Telengana area of
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Nizams Hyderabad state was merged with it to create Andhra Pradesh.The hope was
that being part of a large unilingual state would cement the Telugu people culturally,
politically and economically, at that time certain Telengana Congress leaders, as also
the States Reorganization Commission, had some reservations about the merger
because of Telengana being relatively more underdeveloped, its level of development
being nearly half that of the coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh.
Telengana’s per capita income was Rs 188 compared to Rs 292 in the coastal
districts; the number of hospital beds per lakh of population was 18.6 while it was
55.6 in the coastal districts.The literacy rate in Telengana was 17.3% as against
30.8 in the rest of Andhra Pradesh. Similarly, Telengana had only 9 miles of roads
per 100 square miles, the comparative figure being 37 miles for coastal
Andhra.Unlike coastal Andhra, Telengana’s sources of irrigation were scanty,
consisting mostly of rain-fed tanks and wells.
A powerful movement for a separate state of Telengana developed in 1969 based
on the belief that because the politics and administration of the state were
dominated by people from the Andhra region (Andhrans), a separate state is the only
solution to their problems.The major issue in this context became the
implementation of what came to be known as Mulki Rules.The Nizams government
in Hyderabad had accepted as early as 1918 that in all state services those who were
born in the state or had lived there for fifteen years (i.e., Mulkis) would be given
preference, while restrictions would be imposed on the employment of outsiders.
At the time of the merger of Telengana with Andhra in 1956 the leaders of the two
regions had evolved a gentlemen’s agreement providing for the retention of the Mulki
Rules in a modified form, a fixed share of places in the ministry for Telengana
leaders, and preference for students from Telengana in admission to educational
institutions including to Osmania University in Hyderabad.The discontented in
Telengana accused the government of deliberately violating the agreement while the
government asserted that it was trying its best to implement it.The latter argued that
sometimes properly qualified persons were not available from Telengana region
because of educational backwardness in the old Hyderabad state.
NAXAL BARI MOVEMENT (NAXALISM IN INDIA)
The word Naxal, Naxalite or Naksalvadi is a generic term used to refer to militant
Communist groups operating in different parts of India under different
organizational envelopes. In the eastern states of the mainland India (Bihar, West
Bengal and Orissa), they are usually known as, or refer to themselves as Maoists
while in southern states like Kerala they are known under other titles.They have
been declared as a terrorist organization under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act of India (1967).The term 'Naxal' derives from the name of the village Naxalbari in
the state of West Bengal, India, where the movement had its origin. The Naxals are
considered far-left radical communists, supportive of Maoist political sentiment and
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ideology.Their origin can be traced to the split in 1967 of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), leading to the formation of the Communist Party of India (Marxist–
Leninist).Initially the movement had its centre in West Bengal. In later years, it
spread into less developed areas of rural central and eastern India, such as
Chhattisgarh, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh through the activities of underground
groups like the Communist Party of India (Maoist).
The CPM had originally split from the united CPI in 1964 on grounds of
differences over revolutionary politics, (equated with armed struggle) reformist
parliamentary politics. In practice, however, heading the existing political realities,
the CPM participated actively in parliamentary politics, postponing armed struggle to
the day when a revolutionary situation prevailed in the country.Consequently, it
participated in the 1967 elections and formed a coalition government in West Bengal
with the Bangla Congress, with Jyoti Basu, the CPM leader, becoming the home
minister.This led to a schism in the party.
A section of the party, consisting largely of its younger cadres and inspired by the
Cultural Revolution then going on in China, accused the party leadership of falling
prey to reformism and parliamentary politics and, therefore, of betraying the
revolution.They argued that the party must instead immediately initiate armed
peasant insurrections in rural areas, leading to the formation of liberated areas and
the gradual extension of the armed struggle to the entire country.To implement their
political line, the rebel CPM leaders launched a peasant uprising in the small
Naxalbari area of northern West Bengal.The CPM leadership immediately expelled
the rebel leaders accusing them of left-wing adventurism, and used the party
organization and government machinery to suppress the Naxalbari insurrection.The
breakaway CPM leaders came to be known as Naxalites and were soon joined by
other similar groups from CPM in the rest of the country.The Naxalite movement
drew many young people, especially college and university students, who were
dissatisfied with existing politics and angry at the prevailing social condition and
were attracted by radical Naxalite slogans.
In 1969, the Communist Party Marxist-Leninist (ML) was formed under the
leadership of Charu Majumdar.Similar parties and groups were formed in Andhra,
Orissa, Bihar, U.P., Punjab and Kerala.The CPI(ML) and other Naxalite groups
argued that democracy in India was a sham, the Indian state was fascist, agrarian
relations in India were still basically feudal, the Indian big bourgeoisie was
comprador, India was politically and economically dominated by U.S., British and
Soviet imperialisms, Indian polity and economy were still colonial, the Indian
revolution was still in its anti-imperialist, anti-feudal stage, and protracted guerrilla
warfare on the Chinese model was the form revolution would take in India.The
Naxalite groups got political and ideological support from the Chinese government
which, however, frowned upon the CPI (ML) slogan of China's Chairman (Mao ZeDong) is our Chairman.
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CPI (ML) and other Naxalite groups succeeded in organizing armed peasant bands
in some rural areas and in attacking policemen and rival communists as agents of
the ruling classes.The government, however, succeeded in suppressing them and
limiting their influence to a few pockets in the country.Not able to face state
repression, the Naxalites soon split into several splinter groups and factions. But the
real reason for their failure lay in their inability to root their radicalism in Indian
reality, to grasp the character of Indian society and polity as also the evolving
agrarian structure and to widen their social base among the peasants and radical
middle class youth.The disavowal of the Cultural Revolution and Maoism of the
sixties and early seventies by the post-Mao Chinese leadership in the late seventies
contributed further to the collapse of the Naxalite movement as a significant trend in
Indian politics.
PERIOD OF EMERGENCY
The Indian Emergency of 25th June 1975-21st March 1977 was a 21 month
period, when President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, upon advice by Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, declared a state of emergency under Article 352 of the Constitution of India,
effectively bestowing on her the power to rule by decree, suspending elections and
civil liberties.This was a dramatic turn in the Indian political affairs.The democracy
was brought to a grinding halt and all the fundamental rights and legal remedies
protected by the Constitution of The Republic of India were suspended.Indira
Gandhi tried to defend the emergency on the grounds that she was trying to protect
the State and the Indian people. Nevertheless, her emergency rule faced immense
criticism and is undoubtedly one of the most controversial periods of the political
history of Independent India.

Political Background
Congress and the Rise of Indira Gandhi
The Congress Party of India has been historically associated with the political
system of India.It arose as a budding independence movement in 1885 and was lead
by Mahatma Gandhi, Vallabhbhai Patel and Jawaharlal Nehru.The congress party
held power in New Delhi and in 22 states from 1947.The party maintained its
dominance through five general elections since 1951-1952.In 1966 after the death of
Lal Bahdur Shastri, Indira Gandhi who was the daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru was
selected as the President of the Indian National Congress Party. She proved her
leadership in the role she played in the 1965 war with Pakistan, which led to the
birth of Bangladesh in East Bengal.In 1966 Gandhi beat Moraji Desai by 355 votes
to 169 and become the fifth Prime Minister of India and the first woman to hold that
position.
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Allahabad Conviction
Raj Narain, a socialist who was recently defeated by Indira Gandhi (two to one) in
the Rae Bareilly parliamentary constituency of Uttar Pradesh, submitted to the
Allahabad High Court charges of corruption in the election process against Mrs.
Gandhi. In 1974, Jayaprakash Narayan, ex-congressman, ex-socialist began to
organize a campaign in Bihar to oust Indira Gandhi and her congress party from
office on charges of corruption. On June 12th, 1975, Justice Jagmohanlal Sinha of
the Allahabad High Court, found the Prime Minister guilty on the charge of misuse
of government machinery for her election campaign. The court declared her election
"null and void" and unseated her from the Lok Sabha. The court also banned her
from contesting in any election for an additional six years. Some serious charges
such as bribing voters and election malpractices were dropped and she was held
guilty on comparatively less important charges such as building of a dais by state
police and provision of electricity by the state electricity department and height of
the dais from which she addressed the campaign rally. Some of these charges were
in reality an essential part for the Prime Minister's Security protocol. In addition, she
was held responsible for misusing the government machinery as a government
employee. Because the court unseated her on comparatively lesser charges, while
being acquitted on more serious charges, The Times of India described it as "firing
the Prime Minister for a traffic ticket."Strikes by labour and trade unions, student
unions and government unions swept across the country.Protests led by Raj
Narayan and Moraji Desai flooded the streets of Delhi close to the Parliament
building and the Prime Minister's residence.
Declaration of Emergency
Justice Sinha stayed the operation of his judgment for 20 days allowing the
Congress party to elect a successor to the Prime Minister.Unable to find a competent
successor, Mrs. Gandhi, on June 23rd 1975 appealed for “complete and absolute”
stay which would have permitted her to be a voting Member of Parliament, as well as
Prime Minister.On June 24th 1975 Justice Iyer granted Indira Gandhi “conditional
stay”.This decision gave rise to outcries of opposition from the opposition that she
should resign. Mrs.Gandhi did not resign.On the evening of June 25th 1975; JP
Narayan called for a civil disobedience campaign to force the resignation of the Prime
Minister. In response, the authority of the maintenance of Internal Security Act was
used in the early hours of June 26th to arrest more than a hundred people who
opposed Mrs. Gandhi and her party. People arrested included JP Narayan, Raj
Narain, Jyortimoy Basu (communist party-marxist), Samar Guha (president of the
Jana Sangha).A proclamation of Emergency was issued on June 26th by President
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, on the advice of Prime Minister Gandhi.The authority for
calling the emergency was under Article 352 of the Indian Constitution. Sunch an
emergency can be called by the President whenever he is satisfied that the security
of India or any part of it has been threatened by war, external agression, or internal
disturbance.The actual occurrence of a disturbance is not necessary, only expected
the occurrence of a disturbance. Furthermore, under Article 352, the Courts may
not inquire into the validity of the grounds upon which emergency was called.The
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powers given to the Central Government under this form of emergency virtually have
no limits.
Emergency Period
With the declaration of Emergency, Indira Gandhi allowed herself to rule by decree
till 1977.India made great economic strides during the two-year emergency period, but
political opposition was heavily suppressed.
Timeline of key events during the emergency
July 1st, 1975, Economic and Social reforms: Civil Liberties were suspended and
the government introduced a mandatory birth control program.During the
emergency, Mrs Gandhi’s 20-Point programme promised to liquidate the existing
debts of landless laborers, small farmers and rural artisans. The programme
planned to extend alternate credit to them, abolish bonded labor and implement the
existing agricultural land ceiling laws.It provided house sites to landless laborers
and weaker sections and it revised upwards minimum wages of agricultural
labor.The program also provided special help to the handloom industry by bringing
down the prices, preventing tax evasion and smuggling, increasing production and
streamlining distribution of essential commodities.It increased the limit of income
tax exemption up to Rs 8000, and liberalized investment procedures.
July 4th, 1975, Four parties banned: The government of India banned four major
religious, political and revolutionary parties and 22 associated parties with
them.These parties included the Anad Marg, Rashtriya Swayamasevak, the Naxalites
and the Jamaa-e-Islami-e-Hind.
August 3rd, 1975: An amendment to the Representation of the People Act was
drafted to clear Indira Gandhi from the Allahabad high court ruling of June 12th
1975.
August 4th, 1975: A least 50,000 or more people had been jailed in India since the
declaration of Emergency.
August 15th, 1975: Bangladesh President Mujibar Rahaman was assassinated by
Bangladeshi military leaders and this incident gave rise to new external problems in
India.
September 15th, 1975: Delhi High Court ruled that charges must be entered when
arrested under the Internal Security Act.
September 26th, 1975: Constitution (39th Amendment) Bill 1975 allowing the
election of a Prime Minister beyond the scrutiny of the parliament was approved.
January 9th, 1976: The government suspends seven freedoms guaranteed by
Article 19 of the Constitution of India.
February 4th, 1976: Lok Sabha's life extended by one year.
November 2nd, 1976: Lok Sabha passes 42nd Constitution Amendment Bill
making India a socialist, secular, republic and laying down the fundamental duties
of citizens.
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January 18th, 1976 : The President dissolves Lok Sabha
March 21st, 1976: Emergency withdrawn.
March 22nd, 1976 : Janata Party gains absolute majority
POST-EMERGENCY PERIOD-CHARGES AND ENDORSEMENTS
The 21 month Emergency period was long and intensive, enough to leave
permanent scars. The Janata Party was now the ruling party in India. The Janata
government’s response to the natural calamities (seasonal floods and their
associated devastation) and old Indian Problems proved no more effective than other
methods had been in the past.Thus social and political discontents were very much
present in the post-emergency India.It became harder for the government with the
increase in smuggling, strikes and social protests.Moreover, no satisfactory solution
was produced that insured the Indian people and the democratic institutions that
they will not be threatened by Emergency again.In response to this, the Shah
commission was appointed by the new government on May 28th 1977. The
commission inquired into the allegations of abuse of authority and the malpractices
during the emergency period.The commission found that Indira Gandhi had been
motivated by considerations of exigency, as there was no concrete evidence that
could warrant the declaration of emergency. She never consulted the cabinet with
her decisions and the citizens were denied their basic freedom.
Charges against the government during the Emergency era:
Wanton detention of innocent people by police without charge or notification of
families.
Abuse and torture of detainees and political prisoners.
Use of public and private media institutions, like the national television network
Doordarshan, for propaganda.
Forced vasectomy of thousands of men under the infamous family planning
initiative.Indira's son, Sanjay Gandhi, was blamed for this abusive and forcible
treatment of people.
Arbitrary destruction of the slum and low-income housing in the Turkman Gate and
Jama masjid area of old Delhi.
Taking these findings into consideration, the Janata government’s Home Minister,
Choudhary Charan Sigh ordered the arrest of Indira and Sanjay Gandhi.The arrest
meant that Indira was automatically expelled from Parliament.However, this strategy
backfired disastrously.Her arrest and long-running trial, gained her great sympathy
from many people who had feared her as a tyrant just two years earlier.Mrs. Gandhi
succeeded in defying both the courts and the government over the alleged
improprieties committed even before the emergency.She began giving speeches
again, tacitly apologizing for "mistakes" made during the Emergency, thus
proceeding with her political comeback in the backdrop of the crumbling rule of the
Janata party.This set up the stage for the 1980 elections, which brought Indira
Gandhi back to the office.
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Endorsements:
The Emergency was endorsed by Vinoba Bhave (who called it Anushasan parva or
Time for discipline) and Mother Teresa.Pioneer industrialist J.R.D Tata, and writer
Khushwant Singh were among the other prominent supporters. Some have argued
that India badly needed economic recovery after the Indo-Pak war had strained the
exchequer.Indira's 20-point economic program increased agricultural production,
manufacturing activity, exports and foreign reserves.The national economy achieved
high levels of growth and investment, and as strikes were non-existent, productivity
increased rapidly.Communal Hindu-Muslim riots, which had re-surfaced in the
1960s, and 70s, virtually ceased, and initially the government seemed to be working
with vigor. Police in cities had sweeping powers to destroy gang and syndicate
structure.
COMMUNALISM
India is a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic as system of
government.Indian constitution stressed “We, the people of India, having solemnly
resolved to constitute India into a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic
and to secure to all its citizens; Justice-social, economic and political; Liberty of
thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; Equality of status and of opportunity;
and to promote among them all; Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and
unit and integrity of the Nation; in our Constituent Assembly this twenty sixth day of
November 1949, do hereby, adopt, enact and give to ourselves this
constitution”.Dr.B.R.Ambedar,Chairman of the Drafting Committee speaking on the
Hindu Code Bill in 1951 in Parliament explained the secular concept of democracy
as follows- ‘It (Secular democracy) doest not mean that we shall not taken into
consideration the religious sentiments of the people.All that a secular state means
that this Parliament shall not be competent to impose any particular religion upon
the rest of the people. This is the only limitation that the constitution
reorganization’.It is emphasized secular state of Indian democracy. Thus the state
will remain secular as long as its citizens carry out their responsibility of selfgovernment, in which they are aided because India has a political tradition that
favours Secularism.Indian Constitution guarantees to all its citizens freedom to
profess, practice and propagate religion and assures strict impartiality on the part of
the state and its institution towards all religious. The principles of unity and
secularism are under threat due to rise in communalism and casteism.These two
elements are powerful means in the hands of political parties and politicians to gain
power in the Government. Many of the parties are dividing the Indians on the basis
of community, caste and religions to get political power.The present study is made to
analyze the impact communalism and casterism as challenges to the secular Indian
democracy.
Communalism is a powerful force in India.The challenges of casteism,
communalism and religious fundamentalism involving separatism in India are the
major threats to our Secular state.They weaken the working and stability of our
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democratic secular Federal state and militate against the basic principles governing
our national life and providing means to our new identity. ‘Casteism’ and
‘Communalism’ are tearing apart the rich and closely-knit fabric of Indian cultural
pluralism.
India is a puzzling and complex mix of tribal, feudal and industrial stages of social
evolution.This is compounded to low literacy rate, strangle-hold of religion,
superstitions, ignorance and poverty. Apart from these and other not so easily
identifiable causes of social tension, the democratic process itself is the most potent
cause of tension. Each group, community and region is, as it were, up in arms
against the Union Government, the only viable unifying force still left in
tact.Revivalism of religious fundamentalism has pitted followers of different religions
against each other.In Kashmir, it is Islam against Hindu hegemony; in Gujarat, it is
Hindutva forces against Muslims and in Punjab it is Sikhs against Hindus. These
tensions are not conflicts of divergent cultures; each one of them is potentially and
actually a political movement aiming at realizing not a mere cultural or religious
objective. Communalism is perversion of religion from a moral order to an
arrangement of contemporary political convenience.
Indian democracy is a representative democracy.It is a system of government in
which political decision making is done by the elected representatives of the
people.For choosing representatives the most common method is elections and
voting. Elections may not in themselves be a sufficient condition for political
representation, but there is little doubt that they are a necessary condition. In fact
elections are the very heart of democracy.It is through free and fair elections, the
rulers are called to account and if necessary replaced.Apart from giving an
opportunity to citizens to participate in choosing their representatives, elections are
also important instruments for political education, informing the people about
national problems and placing before citizens various alternatives of policies. Thus,
there can be little doubt that elections are a vital part of any democratic process by
which people exercise their political choice and their rights as citizens. Therefore,
right to vote is provided to make elections meaningful and representative.
The universal adult franchise and suffrage is an important instrument in the
hands of all people Indian democracy. But unfortunately, soon after independence,
political parties and politicians rather than strengthening democratic traditions of
competing on the basis of programmes and ideologies, started looking for easy ways
of mobilizing voters. They found in religions, communities and castes easy factors to
strengthen their “vote banks”. The law in India does not debar political parties to be
organized on the basis of caste or religion.
Communalism and Secularism
Communalism is a multi dimensional, complex, social phenomena. There are
social, political, economic, cultural and religious factors which account for the
genesis of communalism and communal violence. It has generally been seen that
determining role in creating communalism is not played by religion but by nonModern Indian History (Course II)
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religious forces.A careful scrutiny of the demands which have been and are made by
communal leaders will reveal the true character and objective of communal politics
under the mask of religion, tradition and culture.Earlier British imperialism used
communalism as a divide and rule policy.The same has been continued by vested
interests after independence using various factors.
The roots of communalism are very deep and diversified.Some of the roots lie in
the structure and nature of Indian society which is multi-religious, multi-racial,
multi-lingual, multi-casteist and multi-regional in character.A society divided on
these bases helps the growth of communal organizations. It may be asserted that the
economic condition of the Hindu and the Muslim and other communities and their
different development also contributes to the growth of communalism.It is often that
the communalism of the community is a reaction of the communalism of another
community.
Secularism, as opposite of communalism was adopted by Indian Constitution,
which means respect for all religions and tolerance of all faiths, no State religion and
support or favour to any religion by the State. Along with secularism were adopted
democracy and commitment to economic development.It was expected that in a
secular democratic set up government and people would get involve in economic
development collectively, thereby building a new Indian society. What was expected
was a new political culture based on full respect of human liberty, justice and
equality.
There is no mysticism in the secular character of the State. Secularism is not antiGod; it treats alike the devout, the agnostic and the atheist. It eliminates God from
the matters of the State and ensures that no one shall be discriminated against the
ground of religion.Dr. Ambedkar states that all the secular State means is that this
Parliament shall not be competent to impose any particular religion upon the rest of
the people. Secularism is a system of social ethics based upon a doctrine that ethical
standards and conduct should be determined exclusively with reference to the
present life and social well being without reference to religion. Pluralism is keystone
of Indian culture and religious tolerance is the bedrock of Indian secularism. It is
based on the belief that all religions are equally good and efficacious pathways to
perfection of God-realisation. It is clear from the constitutional scheme that it
guarantees equality in the matter of religion to all individuals and groups
irrespective of their faith emphasizing that there is no religion of the State itself.The
Preamble of the Constitution read with Arts. 25 to 28 emphasises this aspect and
also the concept of secularism embodied in the constitutional scheme. The concept
of secularism is one facet of the right to equality woven as the central golden thread
in the fabric depicting the pattern of the scheme of the Indian Constitution. The term
“secular” has not been defined in the Constitution of India, “because it is a very
elastic term not capable of a precise definition.” Secularism is one of the basic
structures of the Indian Constitution which can neither be abridged nor be defaced.
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There are some constitutions in the world which provide for the religion of the
State and supremacy of God.
India is a multi religious country.The believers of each religion are very proud of
their religion and are concerned about maintaining their religious identity. In this
socio-religious context, the functionaries of the secular state have to maintain equal
distance from all, and at the same time they have to harmonize inter religious social
relations. While the constitutional framework provides a strong basis for the
separation of democracy and religion, the actual practice of democracy has revealed
that the political parties and governmental functionaries have not been able to
internalize the constitutional framework. Religious rituals are being used at State
functions.
India is a federal country consisting people professing and practicing different
religions. It was therefore imperative for founding fathers of the Indian Constitution
to frame a Constitution which must guarantee freedom of religion. Apart from
guarantee of freedom of religion in Articles 25 to 28, there are other provisions such
as Articles 14, 15, 16, which prohibit discrimination on the ground of religion. The
Preamble also constitutes India a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic.
In S.R. Bommai v. Union of India, secularism has been held to be a basic feature of
the Indian Constitution.A Government, which is anti-secular, cannot be said to be
government according to provisions of the Constitution.
Article 25(1) protects the citizen’s fundamental right to freedom of conscience and
his right freely to profess practise and propagate religion. The protection given to
this right is not absolute. It is subject to public order, morality and health as Art.25
(1) itself denotes. It is also subject to the laws, existing of future which is specified in
Art. 25(2). As regards the grave-yard, though the land is scared and waqf, its
acquisition cannot be said to take away of right of any living person to profess,
practise or propagate religion.The freedom enunciated in Art.25 is a personal
freedom. It is a freedom which a person can claim for his personal exercise at will; it
is not a freedom guaranteeing the preservation of the graves where bodies of some
others lie.The real purpose and intendment of Art.25 is to guarantee especially to the
religious minorities the freedom to profess. No doubt, the freedom guaranteed by Art.
25 apply not merely to religious minorities but to all persons. But in interpreting the
scope and content of the guarantee contained in this Article, the court will always
have to keep in mind the real purpose underlying the incorporation of the provision
in the fundamental rights chapter.
Article 25 is an article of faith in the Constitution incorporated in recognition of
the principle that the real test of a true democracy is the ability of even an
insignificant minority to find its identity under the country’s Constitution.
Though Art. 25 is made subject to “public order morality and health” and also “to
the other provisions of Part III”, Art. 26 is only subject to “public order, morality and
health”.While Art. 25 confer the particular rights on all persons, Art. 26 is confined
to religious denominations of any section thereof. Article 19(1) confers the various
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rights specified therein from (a) to (g) on citizens. A religious denomination or a
section thereof as such is not a citizen. In that sense the fields of the two Articles
may be to some extent different.Both the Art. 25 and Art.26 are prefaced with the
words “subject to public order, morality and health”. This exception in favour of
“public order, morality and health” restricts to some extent the freedom of
conscience of a right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion guaranteed
under Art. 25(1) and also the right under Art.26 to establish and maintain
institutions, etc.What Art.25(1) grant is not the right to convert another person to
one’s own religion but to transmit or spread one’s own religion by an exposition of its
tenets. It has to be remembered that Art. 25(1) guarantees “freedom of conscience”
to every citizen, and not merely to the followers of one particular religion, and that,
in turn, postulates that there is no fundamental right to convert another person to
one’s own religion because if a person purposely undertakes the conversion of
another person to his religion, that would impeach on the ‘freedom of conscience’
guaranteed to all the citizens of the country alike.
The most aggressive manifestation, of communalism, casteism, and deteriorating
political process in violence.Communal violence, caste violence and political violence
in general have attained serious dimension. Many of the incidences have already
taken places such as Demolition of Babri Masque, Godhra Massacre, Terrorism,
Mumbai and Melegaon blasts, etc are the results of the communal violence. During
the elections campaign also each community or group communities are emphasized
and preferred by different political parties, so as to attract the votes in the
elections.The decade of 1990s has seen an alarming rise in the graph of HinduMuslim riots that had been increasing steadily all over India for several years.
During election times, communal and caste violence become more aggravated along
with general decline in political system. Few of the political parties are also been
identified as parties pertaining to specific religions or communities.The agenda of
these parties revel the development of these communities only and not the masses.
It is noted that Bhartiya Janta Party identified as ‘Hindu’ political party, Republic
Party of India is identified the political party for Dalits and backward classes,
Congress is identified as party for Minority, backward and dalits and so on. In this
way, many of the political parties are encouraging communalism rather
secularism.Gradually the Indian society is being dividing due to communalism
supported political parties. In this way, communalism has not only become threat to
unity of India, but also threat and challenge to democracy. Even though Indian
democracy is based on secularism and equality, the communalism developed by the
different political parties to gain power has become major challenge.
Conclusion
Indian Constitution emphasized the equality and sovereignty, which indirectly
shows the equal opportunities to all the people irrespective of religions, caste or
communities. All the adult people are eligible to vote and elect their representatives,
as they like.Any kind of influence or coercion is prohibited while voting in the
elections, as stated by the rules of the Election Commission.Such rules were made
by the Election Commission so as to make free and fair elections. But it is noted that
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while voting there are various factors such as education, community, religion, caste,
gender, etc are influencing the votes of the Indian citizens. As discussed already
community and Caste are major influencing factors in Indian democracy. These
factors to a greater extent influence the Indian democracy, thereby avoiding free and
fair elections. Hence, it is emphasized that communalism and casteism are major
challenges to conduct free and fair elections and also successful democratic
government.
The successful democratic government lies on the principles of liberty, equality,
fraternity, social justice, secularism, fair play and rule of law enshrined in Indian
Constitution.To form successful democratic government, the political parties and
Indian citizens must play their role to fight against the communalism and casteism
in the politics and avoid these elements to act as instruments to get political gain the
hands of politicians.Political parties should fight elections and exercise political
power on the basis of an ideological perspective, of course, taking care of social,
cultural and linguistic interests of various communities in India.There is need on the
part of citizens, as they have to understand that the real purposes of communal and
caste politics is to keep tem divided. Hence, the educated and the conscious have to
protect them from falling prey to communal forces.Communal and caste sentiments
are bound to lose their strength in India wit the growth of democratic and
humanistic values.
CHALLENGES FROM OUTSIDE
Indo-China War of 1962
The Sino-Indian War, also known as the Sino-Indian Border Conflict, was a war
between China and India that occurred in 1962.The Chinese have two major claims
on what India deems its own territory.One claim, in the western sector, is on Aksai
Chin in the northeastern section of Ladakh District in Jammu and Kashmir.The
other claim is in the eastern sector over a region included in the British-designated
North-East Frontier Agency, the disputed part of which India renamed Arunachal
Pradesh and made a state. In the fight over these areas, the well-trained and wellarmed troops of the Chinese People's Liberation Army overpowered the ill-equipped
Indian troops, who had not been properly acclimatized to fighting at high altitudes.
After its independence in 1947, India not only inherited Britain's occupation of
parts of Chinese territories, but also further encroached northward and pushed its
borderline to the McMahon Line in 1953, as a result, invaded and occupied 90,000
square kms of Chinese territories. At western sector, in 1959, India voiced its claim
to the Aksai Chin areas, counted 33,000 s.kms, of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region of China.In April 1960, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai went to New Delhi to
hold talks with Indian Prime Minister Nehru; no agreements were reached due to
India's insistence on its unreasonable stand. The ensuing meetings between the
officials of the two countries also produced no results.
Unable to reach political accommodation on disputed territory along the 3,225kilometer-long Himalayan border, the Chinese attacked India on October 20,
1962.At the time, nine divisions from the eastern and western commands were
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deployed along the Himalayan border with China. None of these divisions was up to
its full troop strength, and all were short of artillery, tanks, equipment, and even
adequate articles of clothing.
Indian decisions taken at that time were not grounded in adequate, up-to-date,
knowledge of what was transpiring within China or the motivations of China's then
key decision-makers. Stated briefly, New Delhi failed to decipher the "Chinese
calculus of deterrence" and India suffered disproportionately.
In Ladakh the Chinese attacked south of the Karakoram Pass at the northwest end
of the Aksai Chin Plateau and in the Pangong Lake area about 160 kilometers to the
southeast.The defending Indian forces were easily ejected from their posts in the
area of the Karakoram Pass and from most posts near Pangong Lake.However, they
put up spirited resistance at the key posts of Daulat Beg Oldi (near the entrance to
the pass) and Chushul (located immediately south of Pangong Lake and at the head
of the vital supply road to Leh, a major town and location of an air force base in
Ladakh).Other Chinese forces attacked near Demchok (about 160 kilometers
southeast of Chusul) and rapidly overran the Demchok and the Jara La posts.
In the eastern sector, in Assam, the Chinese forces advanced easily despite Indian
efforts at resistance.On the first day of the fighting, Indian forces stationed at the
Tsang Le post on the northern side of the Namka Chu, the Khinzemane post, and
near Dhola were overrun.On the western side of the North-East Frontier Agency,
Tsang Dar fell on October 22, Bum La on October 23, and Tawang, the headquarters
of the Seventh Infantry Brigade, on October 24.The Chinese made an offer to
negotiate on October 24. The Indian government promptly rejected this offer.
With a lull in the fighting, the Indian military desperately sought to regroup its
forces.Specifically, the army attempted to strengthen its defensive positions in the
North-East Frontier Agency and Ladakh and to prepare against possible Chinese
attacks through Sikkim and Bhutan. Army units were moved from Calcutta, Bihar,
Nagaland, and Punjab to guard the northern frontiers of West Bengal and Assam.
Three brigades were hastily positioned in the western part of the North-East Frontier
Agency, and two other brigades were moved into Sikkim and near the West Bengal
border with Bhutan to face the Chinese.Light Stuart tanks were drawn from the
Eastern Command headquarters at Calcutta to bolster these deployments.
In the western sector, a divisional organization was established in Leh; several
battalions of infantry, a battery of twenty-five-pounder guns, and two troops of AMX
light tanks were airlifted into the Chushul area from Punjab.On November 4, the
Indian military decided that the post at Daulat Beg Oldi was untenable, and its
defenders were withdrawn over the 5,300-meter-high Sasar Brangsa Pass to a more
defensible position.
The reinforcements and redeployments in Ladakh proved sufficient to defend the
Chushul perimeter despite repeated Chinese attacks. However, the more remote
posts at Rezang La and Gurung Hill and the four posts at Spanggur Lake area fell to
the Chinese.
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In the North-East Frontier Agency, the situation proved to be quite different.
Indian forces counterattacked on November 13 and captured a hill northwest of the
town of Walong. Concerted Chinese attacks dislodged them from this hard-won
position, and the nearby garrison had to retreat down the Lohit Valley.
In another important section of the eastern sector, the Kameng Frontier Division,
six Chinese brigades attacked across the Tawang Chu near Jang and advanced some
16 kilometers to the southeast to attack Indian positions at Nurang, near Se La, on
November 17. Despite the Indian attempt to regroup their forces at Se La, the
Chinese continued their onslaught, wiping out virtually all Indian resistance in
Kameng. By November 18, the Chinese had penetrated close to the outskirts of
Tezpur, Assam, a major frontier town nearly fifty kilometers from the Assam-NorthEast Frontier Agency border.
The Chinese did not advance farther and on November 21 declared a unilateral
cease-fire.They had accomplished all of their territorial objectives, and any attempt
to press farther into the plains of Assam would have stretched their logistical
capabilities and their lines of communication to a breaking point. By the time the
fighting stopped, each side had lost 500 troops.
After administering a blistering defeat in 1962, the Chinese forces withdrew 20 km
behind the McMahon Line, which China called "the 1959 line of actual control" in
the Eastern Sector, and 20 km behind the line of its latest position in Ladakh, which
was further identified with the "1959 line of actual control" in the Western Sector.
INDO-PAK WARS
India and Pakistan have been in conflict ever since independence.The Indian
subcontinent was partitioned 1947 and ever since there has been a conflict of
interests.The most violent conflicts have been in 1947-48, 1965, 1971 and 1999.
The 1947-48 War.
The first war arose over Kashmir, in 1947 when the Hindu ruler appealed to India
for aid, agreeing to cede the state to India in return. Some Muslims summoned the
support of Pakistani troops. India moved into Kashmir and pushed the Pakistan's
back.On the advice of Lord Mountbatten (Britain's last viceroy in India in 1947 and
governor general of India, 1947-48), the Indian government sought United Nations
(UN) mediation of the conflict on December 31, 1947.There was some opposition to
this move within the cabinet by those who did not agree with referring the Kashmir
dispute to the UN.The UN mediation process brought the war to a close on January
1, 1949.Negotiations between India and Pakistan began and lasted until 1954
without resolving the Kashmir problem.Pakistan controlled part of the area, Azad
(Free) Kashmir, while India held most of the territory, which it annexed in 1957. In
all, 1,500 soldiers died on each side during the war.
INDO-PAK WAR, 1965
First came the dress rehearsal and a probe. Pakistan tested India’s response to a
military push by occupying in April 1965 a part of the disputed and undemarcated
territory in the marshy Rann of Kutch, bordering the Arabian Sea and Gujarat.There
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was a military clash but, because of the nature of the terrain, India’s military
response was weak and hesitant.On Britain's intervention, the two sides agreed to
refer the dispute to international arbitration.
Unfortunately, the conflict in the Rann of Kutch sent wrong signals to the rulers of
Pakistan, who concluded that India's government and armed forces were not yet
ready for war.They paid no heed to Shastri’s statement; given in consultation with
the Army Chief, General J.N. Chaudhri, that whenever India gave battle it would be
at a time and place of its own choosing. In August, the Pakistan government sent
well-trained infiltrators into the Kashmir Valley, hoping to foment a pro-Pakistan
uprising there and thus create conditions for its military intervention.Taking into
account the seriousness of this Pakistan-backed infiltration, Shastri ordered the
army to cross the ceasefire line and seal the passes through which the infiltrators
were coming and to occupy such strategic posts as Kargil, Uri and Haji Pir.
In response, on 1st September, Pakistan launched a massive tank and infantry
attack in the Chhamb sector in the southwest of Jammu and Kashmir, threatening
India’s only road link with Kashmir.Shastri immediately ordered the Indian army to
not only defend Kashmir but also to move across the border into Pakistan towards
Lahore and Sialkot. Thus, the two countries were involved in war, though an
undeclared one. The USA and Britain immediately cut off arms, food, and other
supplies to both countries.China declared India to be an aggressor and made
threatening noises.However, the Soviet Union, sympathetic to India, discouraged
China from going to Pakistan's aid. Under pressure from the UN Security Council,
both combatants agreed to a ceasefire that came into effect on 23 September.
The only effective result was that 'invasion by infiltration' of Kashmir had been
foiled.At the same time; the three weeks of fighting had done immense damage to the
economies of the two countries, apart from the loss of life and costly military
equipment. Resources urgently needed for economic development had been drained;
and the defence budgets of the two countries had begun to mount again. Indians
were, however, euphoric over the performance of the Indian armed forces which
recovered some of their pride, prestige and self-confidence lost in the India-China
war in 1962.Moreover, India as a whole emerged from the conflict politically stronger
and more unified.There were also several other satisfactory aspects.The infiltrators
had not succeeded in getting the support of Kashmiri people.As a result of the war,
Shastri became a national hero and a dominating political figure.
Subsequent to the ceasefire agreement and under the good offices of the Soviet
Union, General Ayub Khan, the president of Pakistan, and Shastri met in Tashkent
in Soviet Union on 4 January 1966 and signed the Tashkent Declaration.Under this
Declaration, both sides agreed to withdraw from all occupied areas and return to
their pre-war August positions. In case of India, this meant withdrawing from the
strategic Haji Pir pass through which Pakistani infiltrators could again enter the
Kashmir Valley and giving up other strategic gains in Kashmir.Shastri agreed to
these unfavourable terms as the other option was the resumption of the mutually
disastrous war; that would also have meant losing Soviet support on the Kashmir
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issue in the UN Security Council and in the supply of defence equipment, especially
MiG planes and medium and heavy tanks.The Tashkent Conference had a tragic
consequence. Shastri, who had a history of heart trouble, died in Tashkent of a
sudden heart attack on 10 January, having served as prime minister for barely
nineteen months.
The 1971 War.
Indo-Pakistani relations deteriorated when civil war erupted in Pakistan, pitting
the West Pakistan army against East Pakistanis demanding greater autonomy.The
fighting forced 10 million East Pakistani Bengalis to flee to India. When Pakistan
attacked Indian airfields in Kashmir, India attacked both East and West Pakistan. It
occupied the eastern half, which declared its independence as Bangladesh, on 6
December 1971.A UN cease-fire was arranged in mid-December, after Pakistan's
defeat.Pakistan lost its eastern half, an army of 100,000 soldiers, and was thrown
into political turmoil. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto emerged as the leader of Pakistan, and
Mujibur Rahman as prime minister of Bangladesh. Tensions were alleviated by the
Shimla accord of 1972 and by Pakistan's recognition of Bangladesh in 1974, but
tensions have periodically recurred.
The Kargil War, 1999.
Even as India, was constantly accusing Pakistan of encouraging terrorist activities
in India, Pakistan seemed to go on with its agenda. Apart from army regulars
Pakistan turned to the mujahideens and decided to push them along with army into
the Indian positions. Terrorists from Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, Harkat-ul-Ansar and
Afghan War veterans were also grouped with each battalion to give it a facade of
jihad.However, much to the discomfort of Pakistan the Zoji La pass opened up early
with the weathering clearing up and Indians got a wind of the Pakistani incursions
and by early June 1999. There was heavy exchange of artillery fire between Indian
and Pakistani forces. It was at this point of time that India realized the damage that
has been caused as several vantage points along the heights were taken over by
Pakistanis. After review of the situation India tuned to its Air Force to resort strikes
that actually broke the backbone of the intruders.
Moreover as points after points occupied by Pakistan army fell to Indian forces
there was greater international pressure on Pakistan to stop incursions.The then
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharrif rushed to the United States for assistance fearing a
full fledged Indian invasion into Pakistan but he was told by the US administration
to first withdraw all its forces from the region. Sharrif was forced to sign the
withdrawal of forces that led to a great embarrassment to the Pakistani forces.
EXERCISES
1. Write an essay on the secessionist movements in India.
2. Explain the Indo-China War of 1962.
3. Write a note on Indo-Pak War of 1965.
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Syllabus
HY3C01 MODERN INDIAN HISTORY (1857 - 1992)
Course: 2- DE-COLONISATION AND MAKING OF MODERN INDIA
No. of credits: 4
No. of Contact hours per week: 6
Aim of the Course: To make the students understand important aspects of the Freedom
movement and the strategies of freedom fighters, aware of the issues and changes of post
independent era and condition in contemporary India.
UNIT I - National Movement - Post First World War Scenario
Impact of First World War on the national movement.
Rowlatt Act - Jallian Wallabagh Massacre
Advent of Gandhi - Khilafat movement - Malabar Rebellion – noncooperation movement the Swaraj party
Montague-Chelmsford reforms - provisions - diarchy – Simon Commission.
Working Class Movement and the formation of AITUC.
Revolutionary terrorists - Bhagat Singh and Surya Sen – Hindustan Republican
Association - participation of women - Kalpana Dutt – Beena Das - influence of Russian
Revolution
Khudai Khidmatagars
UNIT II – Strengthening Freedom Struggle
Purna Swaraj Resolution
Civil Disobedience Movement - Participation of Women - Gandhi Irwin Pact - Round Table
Conferences.
Gandhian Methods of Struggles - Strategies
Emergence of Left Wing - Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose - Formation of
Workers and Peasant Parties.
Role of Press in the National Movement - Fight for the Freedom of Press.
Communal Award and the Pune Pact
Emergence of the Communist Party of India
Formation of All India Kisan Sabha.
Government of India Act of 1935 - Elected Ministries in the Provinces.
UNIT III – Towards Freedom
Second World War and Indian Nationalists
Quit-India Movement
Indian National Army
Crips Mission
RIN Mutiny - Labour Strikes
INA Trials
Cabinet Mission - Mount Batten Plan - Interim government
Wawell Plan - Direct Action - communalism - Massacre - Partition and Independence scars of partition.
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UNIT IV- Post Independent Era
Partition and its scars
Radcliff Line and the Problem of Refugees
Integration of States
Adoption of the Constitution
Re-organsation of States
UNIT V- Era of Development
Nehruvian Policy of International Relations - Non Alignment Movement -Relation with
China - Panchasheel.
Association with Regional Associations - Commonwealth - SAARC.
Planned Development - mixed economy.
Foreign exchange crisis - IMF and World Bank Loans.
Trade Union Movement in the Post Independence years - Peasant uprisings in the post
independence era.
UNIT VI- Challenges against the Nation
Struggles within the Nation - Secessionist movements - Kashmir - Punjab - Assam Telengana
Naxal Bari Movement
Period of Emergency
Communalism
Challenges from outside - Chinese war - Pakistani Wars.
Readings:
Bandopadhyaya Sekhar: Plassey to Partition
Bipan Chandra (et. al): India's Struggle for Independence
Bipan Chandra: Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India
Metcalf Barbara. D and Thomas. R. Metcalf: A Concise History of Modern India 4th Edition,
OUP, 2008
Dharam Kumar & Tapan Ray Chaudhuri: The Cambridge Economic History of India, 17071970
Mahajan Sucheta: Independence and Partition: The Erosion of Colonial Power in India
Desai.A.R: Social Background of Indian Nationalism, Popular Prakasan, Bombay, 1976.
Kulke Herman: State in India 1000-1800
Panikkar. K.N.: Culture Ideology Hegemony Intellectual and Social Consciousness in Colonial
India, Tulika, New Delhi, 1995
Panikkar K.N.: Against Lord and State.
Gangadharan M.: Malabar Rebellion.
Sarkar Sumit: Modern India 1885-1947
Majumdar. R.C.: The Struggle for Freedom
Bipan Chandra: Essays on Contemporary India
Bipan Chandra: A History of India since Independence
Brass Paul R: Politics of India since Independence
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Santanam. M.K (ed): Fifty Years of Indian Republic
Karlekar Hiranmai (ed): Fifty years of India Independence
Hassan Mushirul: Legacy of a Divided Nation
Graham Bruce: Rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party
Panikkar. K.N: Communalism and Secular Agenda
Ahammed Aijaz: Communalism and Globalisation
Byres Terence J (ed): The Indian Economy Major debates since
Independence
Satyamoorthy. T.V (ed): Industry and Agriculture since Independence
Satyamoorthy T.V. (ed): Region, Religion Caste and Gender since
Independence.
Further Readings:
Desai.S.S.M: An Economic History of India
Gopal. S: Jawaharlal Nehru: A Biography
Chatterjee Partha (ed): Wages of Freedom
Chatterjee Partha (ed): A Possible India
Romila Thapar (ed): India: The Next Millennium
Puri Belraj: The Issue of Kashmir
Kotari Rajani: Caste in Indian Politics
Brass Paul: The problem of India since Independence,
Cambridge of India History since of 1990.
Frankel Francine: Indian Political Economy 1947-1977, Princeton University Press, 1978.
Sen Amartya and Pranab Bardwan: The Political Economy of Development in India, OUP,
1988
Gopal. S. (ed): Anatomy of a Confrontation: The Baberi Masjid Rama Janma Bhumi, New
Delhi, Viking, 1991
Mankekar : Screening Culture: An Ethnography of Television, Womanhood and Nation,
Durham,Duke University Press, 1999.
Pandey Gyanendra: Remembering Partition, Cambridge University Press, 2001.
Menon V.P.: Story of the Integration of the State
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